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Christmas 
merry to 2/3 
of Filipinos 


Poll notes decrease in optimism 


SHARE-A-CAROL X. З "TIS SUPPOSED to be the season to be jolly, but fewer adult this year from a year ago. Nine- 

President Macapagal-Arroyo spreads the holiday cheers as she joins children in singing Christmas carols ^ Filipinos are looking forward to а merry Christmas tomor- teen percent said their quality of 

during a gift-giving affair held in Malacaang. рима row than those in the two Christmases past, according to life improved, while the rest said 
results of a survey by a private polling group. itdid not change. 


Sandigan Opposition Senators | «see creme ses gente habi Dvd uid two oue of 


yesterday the proportion of Fil- 4 percent in 2002-2003, while three Filipinos looking forward to 


resets Erap ipinos expecting a happy Christ- the number of those who said a happy Christmas was still “pret- 
mock oust-GMA lot ies fell to 64 percent this year that they were neither happy nor ty high.” 
from 77 percent in 2003 and 82 sad jumped to 26 percent from 20 “I expected a much lower fig- 
departu re percent in 2002. араа ure. Maybe, one ош of three РЇ 
By Michael Lim Ubac, “Itis pure hogwash. itis a take- ` The survey covered 1,200 re- 2002. ipinos (looking forward to a hap- 

f D 2 6 Luige A. del Puerto off бот a Harry Poner plot and. spondents nationwide and was The polling group noted a йе. py Christmas), he said 

or Dec. and T) Burgonio fas no bearitg with realty Kis a conducted fromNov.23toDec.2, cline in the proportion of Fil- Most Filipinos equate happi- 
i product of a feverish imagina- 2004. It had а margin of error of ipinos expecting happy Christ ness with family and not material 
By Armand N. Nocum OPPOSITION senators yesterday боп," Pimentel said ofthe alleged plus or minus 3 percentage points mas across all demographic objects, according to David. 
5 laughed off the claim of Justice planned civlian-military junta of at the 95 percent confidence lev- groups since 2002. “simple lang talaga ang kali 
DISREGARDING the prosecu- Secretary Raul Gonzalez that а which Poe's widow, Susan Roces, el The decline came as about half gayahan ng mga Filipino (i 
AN the Simdigan. plot to oust President Macapagal- was supposedly to be installed 2 _ SWS said 10 percent ofthe re- of the respondents (48 percent) ipinos have very simple joys) 
bayan yesterday rescheduled on Arroyo was to be implemented figurehead to replace Ms Arroyo. spondents were expecting a sad said their quality of life worsened CHRISTMAS) AB 
‘Sunday ousted President Joseph within 48 hours after the Contacted for comment, Susan 
Eswada’s date of departure for Wednesday burial of Fernando Tagle, the Poe family’s key media 3 
Hong Kong where he would un- Poe Jr. officer, was livid. pecte anye 
dergo knee surgery. Senate Minority Leader Aquili- “What I have to say is this б 

Three justices of the five-mem- no Pimentel Је said the only plot Tagle said on the phone. “If the Apr 1984 - Dec 2004 
ber special Sandiganbayan divi- the opposition knew of was that administration and [its] security Marcos Aquino Estrada Arroyo 
sion trying the plunder charges іп the North Cemetery where Poe and intelligence forces are afraid 
against Estrada approved а reso- Was laid to rest. OPPOSITIONI AIS 
lution allowing the deposed Pres- 
ident to undergo medical treat- 
ment in Hong Kong from Dec. 26 
to Jan. 15 next year. 

Estrada, who was ousted in 
massive anticorruption protests 
jn 2001 and put on trial later that 
year, initially got clearance from 
the Sandiganbayan to leave for 
Hong Kong on Dec. 19. He decid- 
ed to forego his departure so he 3 
could attend on Tuesday mid- 1982 
night the necrological services of => : Suc тека и люс 
actor Fernando Poe Jr., who lost. 
to President Macapagal-Arroyo in 


сос ое | ‚ #4 Bishops urge prayers for abusive 


SANDIGAN/ AB € , 
Guinness lists leaders “Who need true recovery 
By Blanche S. Rivera. and 'Yoyong,' strongly call for а man... to assure us that this com- 


RP for mass = = rediscovery of the true meaning mon destiny is possible. He 


WITH Christmas only a day away, of Christmas, Сараа said in а demonstrated this possibility by 
bi E the Catholic Bishops Conference Christmas message released by showing us that giving some- 
aerovdics ofthe Philippines is calling on the the CBCP thing, especially oneself, without 
ч people to pray not only for the _ "Our gift-giving this year must counting the cost ... із the most 
By Blanche S. Rivera И oor in resources but also for the focus on both the victims of disas- humane way of living in commu. 
M morally bankrupt ters and calamities, and those nity. This is the true meaning of 

THE PHILIPPINES scored anoth- Е Unlike the families who were who, by misusing and abusing Christmas," he said. 
er spot in the Guinness Book of | rendered homeless and impover- their power, authority and influ- _ Capalla said it was imperative 
World Records as host of the ished by therecentstorms,those ence, are morally impoverished forall Filipinos to help one another, 
world's largest aerobics demon- who abuse their authority are the and spiritually starved," he said. — to promotea more humane society. 
stration/class. 5 - ones who need true recovery, ac. Capalla, known for his advoca- He said there was still hope even. 

After verifying the feat for cording to Fernando Capalla, cy "of reconciliation between for those who misuse their power. 
more than a year, the Guinness CBCP president and archbishop Christians and Muslims and “Because of the inherent good- 
Book of World Records has au- fj 1 А of Davao. among rivals in government, said ness in all of us, which is never 
thenticated and recognized the || шг divisive electoral exercise Christmas was a time to remem- canceled out by sin or crime, 
‘mass exercise at the Quirino within our already hurtful poli- ber that everyone had a common there is hope for their reform and 
qus wand п Manila on feb. 16, SUPPORTERS of the late Fernando Poe jr. find it dificult to bid goodbye tics, and the sad tragedies йй. origin and a common destiny. restoration into our human and 
2003 as the world's biggest gath. to their idol a day after his burial at the Manila North Cemetery. exxws ed by the killer Typhoons ‘Winnie’ "бой the Creator became hu- BISHOPSI Aa 
ering for an aerobics class. 

“Te clas gathered 48,188 pr ° . o 
„22 1 оса] body to decide payment for Naia-3 builde 
ере LOCA о decide nt tor Nata ders 
ment organizations who came as 
early as 5 a.m. Led by Health Secre- A PHILIPPINE court-appointed propriation broke the law and re- Air Terminals Co., the consortium real market value.” Mendoza hoped the new ter- 
tary Manuel Dayrit, they exercised commission will decide on com- jected its demands that the gov. which built the terminal. But he also stressed that “the minal at Manila's international 
forabout three hours. pensation owed to a consortium, ernment should pay a minimum.” Patco is 30-percent owned by DOTC has to strike a balance be. airport would, be operational 

Зоре Whiting of the Guin- Including Germany's Fraport AG, of 350 million euros ($465 mil- Fraport, which operates Prank. tween upholding the interest of within six months, 
mess World Records Ltd, sent а for a $650-million airport termi- lion) for the still-unused termi- furts airport. investors and protecting national Тһе government said Tuesday 
Jerter dated Nov. 30 and а copy of nal built by the group but taken nal. Mendoza said the Department interest.” that it would take over the termi- 
PNG to Dayrit saying over by the government on Tues- “Thecourt will form a commis- of Transportation and Commun "In this particular case, the nal and offered, а P3-bilion 
thar the Philippines had been day Transportation Secretary Le- sion with three memberstodeter- cation (DOTC) “recognizes the DOTC has reached the limit ofits ($53.57 million) down payment 
Shccesfulinsmnganewworld andro Mendoza said yesterday. mine the just compensation for right of Piatco for a just compen- tolerance, The ОТС will not al- to Piatco as compensation, 
s nete а пен of "Mendez brushed ойе Piateo,” Mendoza said, referring sation and will do so after a com- low anybody to make the publica Вис the consortium accused 

GUINNESS/AIB charges by Fraport that the ex- to the Philippine International petent court has determined its hostage,” Mendoza said. LOCAL BODY/AIS 
SAI RUSS TES POETS TN CSET SSO EE ULE A ET TEL IEE АЕР LEE LOL, _______ IEEE 
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TWO FILIPINOS were among 
the 69 people wounded in the 
blast at a US military base in the 
northern Iraqi city of Mosul, the 
Foreign Affaits Department said 
Thursday ds other Filipinos 
sought to leave the area, 

The two. Filipino, civilian 
workers were wounded in the 
blast that killed 22 people at a. 
"US military dihirig hall. The, 
in stable condition and receiving 
careata US military hospital, ће 
department sald in à statement. 

Inthe wake ofthe blast, 20 of 
the Filipinó eiviliah workers оп 
the base askectto be repatriated 
and 14 have, stice bien flown 
out to Adand, Turkey bya Turk- 
ish subcontractéi. They will lat- 
er be flown'to Manila, the de- 


2'Pinoys among 69 
burt.in Iraq bombing 


partmentsaid in a statement. 

Separately, Labor Secretary 
Patricia Santo Tomas ex- 
pressed optimism that a Fil- 
ipino worker held hostage by 
Iraqi militants would be freed 
before year's end, 

“Although I cannot discuss the 
finer points of the negotiations 
‘with the kidnappers, we are hop- 
ing that (the hostage Roberto) 
‘Tarongoy will be released before 
new year” Santo Tomas said. 

Tatongoy, ап accountant, 
was kidnapped along with an 
American, a Nepalese and three 
Tragis on Nov. 1. 

The Nepalese and Iraqis have. 
since been freed but Tarongoy 
and the American have re- 
mained in captivity AFP 


‘BOOGIE TIME 


52 cops leave Pacer 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


AT LEAST 52 policémen left the 
Philippine National Police's anti- 
kidnapping group. Yor another 
unit because they apparently 
didn't want to work under Senior 
Supt. Rodolfo "Boogie" Mendoza. 

‘The officers of the Police Anti 
Crime Emergency Respohse (Pac- 
er) transferred: to the National 
‘Anti-Smuggling ‘Task Force days 
before Mendoza, was designated 
Pacerchie ~“ 

Mendoza yesterday confirmed 
the departure Which he said had 
taken effect before he assumed. 
officeonDec.14. ; 

“They sought permission to be 
transferred before.1 came,” he 
said in a telephone interview. 

Asked what might have driven 
the former Pacer men to leave, he 
said: "I have no retort of being 
rejected by my men." A 

The departure threatened? 5 
jeopardize ongoing operations 


At the time of the exodus, the 
unit had just worked on a case that 
had taken place five days earlier 
the Ingurnta learned. 

Another case is that of business- 
man Norman Sia, who wasabduct- 
ed by suspected Pentagon gang 
members in Mindanao last year. 

“Admittedly, there are vacuums 
in certain divisions" Mendoza 
said. “But! don't think our opera- 
tions will be compromised. It all 
depends on the cooperation and 
dedication of those who decided 
to stay" 

He said he was now requesting 
more policemen to fill the vacan- 
cies. 

It was not clear what the 52 
former Pacer men didn't like in 
particular about Mendoza, one of 
the busiest officials under the 
term of PNP chief Edgar Aglipay. 

Mendoza got the coveted Pacer 
post on top of his being deputy di- 
rector of the Criminal Investiga- 
tion and Detection Group (CIDG). 
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Cops guard FPJ tomb 
at North Cemetery 24/7 


To protect fans and deter vandals—WPD chief 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
and Tarra V. Quismundo 


MOST of the fans and supporters of 
Fernando Poe Jr. have gone home, but 
police stand guard over the tomb of 
the actor who has gained iconic status 
after his death. 

Western Police District Chief Supt. Pedro 
Bulaong said operatives had been assigned to 
the Manila North Cemetery in case there 
‘would be attempts to defile Poe's final resting 
place. 

"There are policemen on watch 24 hours a 
day at the North Cemetery, especially since 
there are still a lot of fans visiting the king of 
Philippine movies,” he said over radio station 
dzBB. 

In a phone interview, Bulaong said the 
number of supporters who visited Poe's grave 
yesterday was much less than those who at- 
tended his burial. But the police, he added, 
were not taking any chances and would still 
be monitoring the crowd. 

Around a million people showed up for 
Poe's Dec. 22 burial, which was preceded bya 
6.5-km funeral procession from Sto. Domingo 
Church where the wake was held. 

Bulaong said the WPD also wanted to pro- 
tect Poe's supporters against anyone who 
would want to start trouble at the cemetery. 

On the day of the actors burial, several 
people reportedly lost their cell phones, wal- 
lets and bags. Police had earlier warned that. 
thieves would probably take advantage of the 
large crowds and rob mourners. 

Bulaong added that the WPD wanted to 
make sure that no trouble would erupt in the 
SA-hectare cemetery which is also the final 
resting place of a number of past presidents 
and cultural icons. 

‘Anticipating the large volume of trash 
mourners would leave behind, some 110 DPS 
personnel and street sweepers were deployed 
by Manila’s Department of Public Service on 
the day of Poe's much-attended funeral. 
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Sure enough, they left a trail of trash—sty- 
1ofoam food containers, plastic cups and pa- 
per—on the thoroughfares Poe's funeral 
march passed. This included España Boule- 
vard, the streets of А.Н. Lacson and Di- 
masalang, and within the Manila North 
Cemetery itself, according to Manila's DPS 
chief Rafael Borromeo, 

A few hours after Poe was laid to rest, the 
DPSstarted to clean up, 


“We waited until most of the people had 
left the cemetery. We cleaned from 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m.” said Borromeo. 

He estimated that a truckload of trash was 
collected inside the North Cemetery, and an- 
other truckload of garbage was picked up 
along the roads where thousands marched. 

Borromeo added that FPJ volunteers also 
helped tidy up the cemetery, picking up the 
flowers and wreaths sent to the Poe family, 


Sorry, no bonus this year 
for 115,000 policemen 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


‘SORRY, boys, no Christmas bonus this year. 

Citing hard times, Philippine National 
Police Director General Edgar Aglipay 
broke the bad news to the PNP'5 115,000 
officers during a thanksgiving Mass at 
Camp Crame the other day. 

In the past, policemen received a 
P5,000 Christmas bonus. But the amount 
cannot be given this year because of the 
bad economic situation, Senior Supt. 
Leopoldo Bataoil, PNP spokesperson, said 
yesterday. 

The announcement "was anything but 
good news to police officers who had been 
given strict orders to refrain from Christ- 
mas “solicitations.” 

Aglipay also canceled the PNP's Christ 
mas party and opted to donate the budget 
allocated for it to typhoon victims. But he 
threw a Christmas party for media people 
covering the PNP at his Camp Crame resi- 
dence last Friday. 

‘At the height of the financial crisis 
months ago, Aglipay urged his men to do- 


Oil firms cut 


nate a day's salary to the national trea- 
sury. It is not clear what came out of the 
effort. 

Instead of the Christmas bonus, Bataoil 
said the PNP leadership would hand out 
P2,400 in cash to each policeman repre- 
senting his “medical support” for three 
quarters. 

“We're hoping that the economy will im- 
prove next year so the PNP can give more 
benefits,” he said, 

Bataoil said the PNP was expecting to 
save more from its annual budget with the 
“institutionalized structural reforms” Agli- 
pay had begun implementing in the corrup- 
tion-prone procurement system. 

‘The reforms got a boost from the com- 
mitment given by bishops and the Makati 
Business Club who joined the PNP in a 
“coalition against corruption" during rites 
at Camp Crame last Monday, the 
spokesperson 5 

“With the reforms that we have been 
implementing, we hope to have more sav- 
ings that will benefit our policemen,” he 
said. 


gas prices 


by 30g to 35¢ per liter 


By Abigail L. Ho 


OIL FIRMS have provided the public with an un- 
expected but welcome Christmas cheer: They re- 
duced, or are set to cut, gasoline prices from bet- 
ween 30 centavos and 35 centavos a liter. 

Independent ой firm Flying V was first to im- 
plement a rollback of 35 centavos a liter on its 
gasoline products effective 12:01 a.m. yesterday. 

Eastern Petroleum Corp., another new oil 
player, followed suit at 12 noon yesterday 
with a 30 centavo-a-liter price reduction. 
Seaoil Petroleum Corp. implemented similar 
reductions at 10 p.m. yesterday. 

The four biggest oil firms, Petron Corp., 
Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp., Caltex Philip- 
pines Inc. and Total (Philippines) Corp. all re- 
duced the prices of their gasoline products by 
30 centavos а liter at 12:01 a.m. today. 

Officials of new player Unioil Petroleum 
Philippines Inc. were still discussing a price cut as 
of press time. Should they decide on a rollback, it 
would likely take effect at 12 noon today. 

The oil companies all cited improved mar- 
ket conditions and competitive market forces 
as their reason for the price cuts. 


The benchmark Dubai crude fell to a Dec. 
1-22 average of $34.33 а barrel from last 
month's $34.87. 

The price of unleaded gasoline based on 
the Mean of Platts Singapore (MOPS) bench- 
mark for refined petroleum products also de- 
clined to $45.30 a barrel this month, from 
$52.44 last month. 

MOPS-based diese! fuel, while still regis- 
tering a high price, also posted a lower price 
of $52.06 a barrel in the Dec. 1-22 period as 
compared with $56.02 in November. 

Independent oil firm PTT Philippines Corp. 
cut prices of its gasoline and diesel fuel last 
week by 50 centavos a liter. 

Earlier in the week, Petron, Shell, Caltex, 
‘Total and Pryce Gases Inc. also reduced prices 
of their cooking gas by P1 a kilogram or by 
P11 cylinder 

Despite these price reductions, industry ex- 
ecutives agreed that it was still difficult to 
speculate on whether the downtrend in prices 
would continue, especially since price spikes 
in the world market usually occur in January 
and early February because of higher spend- 
ing for heating in industrialized countries. 


Gov't not giving up in Journal fight 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


THE GOVERNMENT is not about to give up the 
Philippine Journalists Inc. (PJD without a fight. 

The Presidential Commission on Good 
Government yesterday indicated it would 
block what it called the “arbitrary” turnover 
of the newspaper publishing firm to alleged 
dummies of Ferdinand Marcos's brother-in- 
law, Benjamin "Kokoy" Romualdez, 

Jtsaid the Sandiganbayan violated the govem- 
ments right to due process when it carried out 
last Tuesday the Supreme Courts Dec. 14 order to 
return the sequestered РЛ о its former owner. 

"The taking over of PJI management was 
arbitrary and a gross violation of the constitu- 
tional guarantee of due process, as the control 
and management of a company is vested in its 
duly-elected and constituted Board of Direc- 
tors,” the PCGG said ín a statement. 

"The order of the Supreme Court dated Dec. 
14 was arbitrarily implemented by the Sandi- 
ganbayan on Dec. 21, without first hearing the 
solicitor general who filed his comment/oppo- 
sition to the writ of immediate execution filed 
by former РЛ majority stockholder Rosario 
Olivares," the PCGG went on. 

‘The PCGG said Sandiganbayan Sheriff Ed 


* BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Urieta "arbitrarily" served the writ of execu- 
tion on Malacahang-appointed PJ! publisher 
Roberto Capco Tuesday without first giving 
the PCGG, the Asset Privatization Trust and 
the Office of the Solicitor General a copy of 
the Sandiganbayan resolution ordering PJ's 
return to Olivares and her group. 

"The PCGG in 1986 sequestered PJI on the 
suspicion that it was part of the ill-gotten 
wealth of Romualdez, 

While the forfeiture case against Ro- 
mualdez remains pending before the Sandi- 
ganbayan, PJ's shares of stock have since 
been turned over to the APT. 

"The high court has ordered the government 
to return PJI to its former owners as soon as 
they have paid the P33 million balance of 
PJI's government loan back in 1977. 

РД shares of stock were used as collateral 
forthe loan, 

Tn its statement, the PCGG argued that the 
SC in effect condoned PJI's over P600 million. 
outstanding loans, which according to the 
PCGG, the high court had no authority to do. 

"The condonation of P643 million is not 
only unconscionable but an unlawful reduc- 
tion of a debt to the impoverishment of gov- 
ernment,” said the PCGG, 
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CA paves way for court to assess genuineness of Marcos' last will 


By T] Burgonio ETT ux Е = quem 
THE COURT of Ap- 
peals has junked for- 
mer first lady Imelda 
Marcos appeal to 
overturn a regional 
trial courts ruling in 
connection with the 
last wil and testa- 


ent Ferdinand Маг. Introducing the Mitsubishi 


= LANCER 7.8 MX 


Division, chaired by 
Associate Justice Por- 
tia Alifio-Horma- 
chuelos, upheld the 
Jan. 11, 1996 order 
issued by the Pasig 
Regional Trial Court 
allowing the late 
presidents last will 
and testament to pro- 
bate. 

Probate refers to 
the process of proving 
before a tribunal the 
genuineness of a doc- 
тепе offered for of- 
ficial recognition and 
registration as the last 
will and testament of 
а deceased person. 

The ^ appellate 
court ruled that the 
trial cour's finding 
on the existence and 
due execution of the 
last will and testa- 
ment should be up- 
held “in the absence 
of evidence that the 
last will and testa- 
ment of decedent 
was destroyed...” 

In her appeal, Ms 
Marcos had argued 
that the local court 
erred in approving 
the probate of her 
late husband's will, 
saying the govern- 
ment failed to pre- 
sent the original of 
the last will and tes- 
tament in court. 

She had further ar- 
gued there was legal 
presumption that her 
husband was deem- 
ed to have revoked 
his will if the original 
could not be found 
after his death. 

"Ifa party petition- 
ing for the allowance 
ofa will presents evi- 
dence that a will was 
indeed executed, the 
party opposing the 
probate cannot mere- 
Ју rely on such a pre- Powered for Performance. 
aie крш Enjoy heart-pounding performance with the 
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and testament when 


he died on Sept. 28, a driver's heart. 
1989, records Я 3 
showed. 

The will, which 
was ` executed in 
Hawaii on June 23, 
1998, named Imelda 
and son Ferdinand Jr. 
as executor. When 
he died, Marcos left (дне: ines Peres менү 
pieces of property Saang iman” Кн 
аа аг РА о tvecs.mcyr crues рева MUR Ri n еи 
lion, excluding the Spend Sportronle 
alleged ill-gorten 
wealth. 
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Images of pain haunt S. Leyte landslide victims 


PANAON ISLAND, Southern 
Leyte—-Florie  Anajao won't 
‘watch or listen to news about the 
flash floods that killed hundreds 
of people in Luzon. 

"The images of pain we saw on 
‘TV and the reports we heard over 
the radio (remind us of) the tragedy 
that devastated us a year ago ... We 
saw ourselves in that Luzon devas- 
tation,” said Anajao, village chief of 
Pinut-anin San Ricardo town. 

Anajao recalled how he was 
able to bring his family to safety 
im the nick of time before his 
house was swept by floodwaters. 

‘On Dec. 19, 2003, more than 
150 people were killed when mud 
and flood fell from the mountains 
and crashed into the homes of 
sleeping people in Pinut-an and in 
Barangays Punta in San Francisco 
and Poblacion in Liloan town. 

The three towns are on Panaon 
Island, which is connected to 
mainland Southern Leyte 
through the Liloan Bridge. 

‘The Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau (MGB) ruled out illegal 
logging as the cause of the 
tragedy, saying the island had 
long been deforested. 

Instead, MGB experts pointed 
at excessive rainfall, land conver- 
sion and geological terrain as the. 
culprits. Water equivalent to 
three months of rain under nor- 
mal conditions had loosened the 
earth and mud. 

Panaon, once a forested area, 
was converted into an agricultur- 
al land. The reclassified lands 
were mostly planted with co- 
солш trees, which could not hold 
earth unlike forest trees. 

The island also has a “frac- 
tured” soil that allows rainwater 
to seep in and “lubricate” the un- 
derlying rocks. When the area be- 
comes saturated with water, the 
soil slides down. 


Help and missed targets 

‘With the influx of donors who 
wanted to help the victims, Gov. 
Rosette Lerias formed Oplan Bagong 
Panaon (ОВР) on Jan. 1, 2004, a 
task force to oversee relief and reha- 
bliation efforts for the victims. 

“What we wanted is to have a 
(complete) community for the 
victims, not only houses to live 
in,” Lerias said. 

But the OBP has been missing 
its targets. 

Part of the plan is to rehabili 
tate the areas hit by landslides by 
covering these with coconut 
husks made into fiber and by 
planting 200,000 seedlings of dif- 
ferent tree species to hold the soil 
whenever it rains. 

So far, the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources 
has managed to plant only about 
20,000 seedlings, or 10 percent 
of the target, which were shipped 
from Davao. 

"The OBP also failed to meet its 
June 30 deadline to build four re- 
location sites in Anilao, Liloan; 
Barangay Central, San Francisco; 
and Pinutan and Esperanza in 
San Ricardo. 

A few days into the anniversary 
of the tragedy, only a little less 
than 100 familles have transferred 
to their new homes. Two hundred 
more have yet to be relocated. 

The OBP has listed three rea- 
sons it failed to meet the June 30 
deadline. 

One was the difficulty of bring- 
ing in construction materials to 
the relocation sites due to bad 
roads caused by the landslides. 

‘The OBP also had difficulty in ne- 
gotiating for relocation sites, partic- 
ularly in Anilao. Only 10 units of 
duplex houses were built in Anilao 
following the collapse of negotia- 
tions on the acquisition of an adja- 
cent lot in the relocation site. 


Southern Leyte. 


The landowners jacked up the 
price from the agreed amount of 
P100,000 to P400,000 because 
they wanted a higher valuation of 
the property. 

Liloan Mayor Marlo Maamo told 
the Inquirer that funds had already 
been deposited as payment for the 
land. But afer the negotiations col- 
lapsed, the provincial board initiat- 
ed expropriation proceedings for 
the 50 remaining duplexes. 

So far, only 20 families have 
been relocated. The remaining 
100 families are living in their 
homes in Barangay Poblacion, 
where 19 people were buried 
alive in the mudslide. 

Ironically, the Anilao site saw 
the first concerted effort of differ- 


ent heads of offices, civic and 
nongovernment organizations 
and the Diocese of Maasin, all 
members of the ОВР volunteer- 
ing to build houses in a series of 
“provincial build" initiated by the 
provincial government. 

Under the provincial build 
scheme, each department of the 
provincial government builds one 
house in the relocation site. 

Ma. Glendora IndulamHale, 
Liloan municipal social welfare offi 
cer, said those relocated were very 
happy. The residents, she added, 
are into fishing and farming. 


Far from work 
‘Another reason the target was 
missed was the refusal of some 
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Cross (FIRC). Both the CFC and 
the FIRC belong to the OBR 
Anajeo said the FIRC gave them 
until this month to decide 
whether to avail themselves of the 
relocation sites because its work 
on the village would end by then. 


Happy to leave 

Butthe residents of Punta have no 
qualms about leaving their homes. 

The village was the worst hit in 
the mudslides. Two landslides re- 
duced Punta to debris, leaving 
more than 100 dead and missing. 
More than 100 houses were ei- 
ther damaged or destroyed. 

The Philippine National Red 
Cross provided the materials for 
the 97 houses in the relocation 
site in Central, San Francisco. 

So far, 87 families have been 
transferred. The others were liv- 
ing with relatives while waiting 
for the construction of the 10 re- 
maining houses. 

Municipal social worker Lydia 
Tablo said the affected families 
didr't want to return to Punta. 

She said nobody from the vil- 
lage accepted the offer of Kal-Thai 
construction firm to work as secu- 
riy guards in the company 
bunkhouse in the landslide-strick- 
en area, The firm won the contract 
to concrete the 39-km road that 
connects Liloan to San Ricardo. 

Punta has become a ghost 
barangay. What the killer mudslide 
spared in the area has remained as 
itis. Houses were abandoned even 
ifsome ofthese are intact. 

Barangay chair Ricky Subang 
complained that he had no more 
village to run because most of his 
constituents are now residents of 
Central. 

Subang, who now lives with 
his family at the site, remains op- 
timistic that the government will 
help them. "We hope we could re- 
build our lives here," he said. 

Tablo said Punta residents had 
returned to farming and fishing 
and the United Nations Develop- 
ment Program even provided 
them with 40 fishing boats. 

She, however, said the families 
are worried of the rainwater that 
accumulates on a slope passing 
through thesite. 

She said things were running 
smoothly “except when they are re- 
ally hard up, they ask rice from us." 

Although struggling to recover 
from the trauma, the people try to 
live normal lives in the relocation 
sites. 

‘On the tragedy's first anniver- 
sary, the residents held Mass- 
es—the first one will be in Pinut- 
an, then in Punta and in Pobla- 
cion. 

But for Anajao, not much has 
changed since Dec. 19, except for 
the prospect of a new house. 

“The government could only 
do so much. We have to move on 
our own or we would die hungry 
with our eyes open,” he said. Jani 
Arnaiz, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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families to leave their homes be- 
cause the proposed relocation 
sites were far from their sources 
oflivelihood. 

The toughest resistance came 
from residents in San Ricardo, 
who are mostly fishermen and 
farmers and whose homes devas- 
tated by the floods were near the 
sea and their farms. 

The relocation site in Pinutanis 
about L5 km uphill from where 
they used to live, Ezperanza, on the 
other hand, is4 km from Pinutan. 

They were not also happy that 
there were two relocation sites in 
San Ricardo. 

‘Anajao said even San Ricardo 
Mayor Virginia Mejia resented 
the idea of separating her con- 
stituents from one another and 
from their place of birth. 

“1fthey want us relocated, they 
should find ways for us to be to- 
gether again,” Anajao said, quot- 
ing the mayor as telling provin- 
cial and Red Cross officials. 

He said they sympathized with 
Mejia, who had not fully recovered. 
from the loss of her husband, then 
Mayor Vicente Mejia, who was 
swept by floodwaters while tying to 
help children cross a bridge to safety. 

“But the residents really need- 
ed to transfer to safer areas be- 
Cause every time it rains, we prac- 
tically scamper to safer ground,” 
said Anajao, adding that they 
have developed a fear of rain. 

He said the relocation site put 
up by the Couples for Christ's 
Gawad Kalinga in Pinut-an could 
only accommodate 100 houses 
for the more than 200 families 
that need to be transferred. 

More than 100 families more 
would have to be moved from 
their current location to Esperan- 
za, which is being run by the Fed- 
eration of International Red 
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Friday, December 24, 2004 
4th Week of Advent 


IstReading: 
Gospel: 

Zechariah, filled with holy spirit, sang this canticle, 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he has come and redeemed his people. 

He has raised up for us a victorious Savior 

inthe house of David his servant, 

as he promised through his prophets of old, 

salvation from our enemies 

and from the hand of our foes. 

He has shown mercy to our fathers 

and remembered his holy covenant, 

the oath he swore to Abraham, our father, 

to deliver us from the enemy, 

that we might serve him fearlessly 

asa holy and righteous people 

all the days of our lives. 

‘And you, my child, 

shall be called propher of the Most High, 

foryou shall go before the Lord 

to prepare the way for him 

and enable his people to know of their salvation 

when he comes to forgive their sins. 

This isthe work of the mercy of our God, 

who comes from on high as a rising sun 

shining on those who live in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, 

and guiding our feet into the way of peace." 

Commentary 

Zecharialı's great canticle is a song of praise, How refreshing an atmo- 
sphere praise creates! And there is no violence just behind his praise, as 
there often is in the Psalms: the Psalm that begins so beautifully, "Sing a 
new song to the Lord,” says, ten lines later, "Let the praise of God be on 
their lips and a two-edged sword in their hand to deal out vengeance to 
the nations...” But in Zechariah there is none of this, There's no second 
side to him. Hes the right one to lead us to the crib of the Prince of Peace. 

Why not compose your own Benedictus canticle this evening?—a 
whole-hearted expression of praise and thanks for all that has been: for 
God's providence over your life and your family; for the grace of Christ 
living in you; for the gift of perseverance; for having been guided into the 
Way of Peace. 

Gleretin Publications nc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Village Diliman, Que 
zon City, UP PO. Box4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon Сі; Tel.: 921-3984; Fax: 
921-7429; E-mail: ` cci@dlaretorgy Websites: hup;//wwwbible. 
аге. ог (Claretian Publications Inc) & hup://missionaries.claret.org 
(Claretians in the Philippines) 
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ANTI-BACTERIALS 

BACTRIM ADULT 400/80mg tab 
BACTRIM DS 800/160mg tab 
AUGMENTIN 375mg tab 
AUGMENTIN 625mg tab 


Cotrimoxazole 
Cotrimoxazole 
Co-amoxiclav 
Co-amoxiclav 


P 15.60 
27.50 
72.00 
8925 


P 7.00 
12.50 
64.50 
80.00 


ORAL HYPOGLYCEMIC/ 
ANTI-DIABETES AGENTS 
EUGLUCON 5mg tab 
DIAMICRON 80mg tab 


Glibenclamide 
Gliclazide 


P 5.26 
11.00 


ANTI-HYPERTENSIVES 
TENORMIN 50mg tab 
BETALOC 50mg tab 
BETALOC 100mg tab 


Atenolol 
Metoprolol 
Metoprolol 


24.25 
11.25 
19.50 


8.80 
6.00 
12.00 


BRONCHODILATORS 


VENTORLIN (Ventolin) 
100mcg x 200doses inh 


Salbutamol 


NON-STEROIDAL 
ANTI-INFLAMMATORY DRUGS 


PONSTAN 250mg tab 


Mefenamic Acid 


ANTI-MOTILITY AGENTS/ 
ANTI-DIARRHEALS 
BUSCOPAN 10ing tab 
IMODIUM 2mg cap 


Loperamide 


Hyoscine-N-butyloromide 


ORAL HYPOGLYCEMIC/ 
ANTI-DIABETES AGENTS 


DAONIL 5mg tab 


Glibenciamide 


ANTI-EPILEPTICS 
DILANTIN 100mg cap 


Phenytoin 


ANTI-BACTERIALS 


DALACIN-C 150mg cap 


Clindamycin 


"АП medicines are BFAD tested and approved. 
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For grieving 
JDV, Christmas 
in hotel, New 
Year in Spain 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


SPEAKER Jose de Venecia Jr. and wife Gina 

will spend the New Year in Spain for a much- 

needed respite after losing their 16-year-old 

daughter KC ina fire which razed their house 
ias Village, Makati. 

Ma. Kristina Casimira or KC, the couple's 
youngest child, was buried the other day. 

Noel Albano, deputy secretary general for 
media affairs at the House of Representatives 
and spokesperson of De Venecia, said the fam- 
ily had planned to visit Madrid and Barcelona 
even before the tragedy. 

Joining the De Venecia couple on their trip 
are KC's brother Christopher, and Philip and 
Carisss—Ginas children бот a previous 
marriage. 

They, however, will spend Christmas at the 
Dusit Hotel in Makati City where they have 
been temporarily staying since the fire gutted 
their two-story mansion on Magnolia Street 
in posh Dasmariñas Village where they lost 
most oftheir personal belongings. 

Albano said the Speaker, who will celebrate 
his 68th birthday on Dec. 26, was still trying 
to pick up the pieces with the help of his ек 
tended family. 

He said the family would return from Spain 
on Jan. 9 in time for the resumption of ses 
sions of Congress the following day. 

Yesterday, De Venecia went to a tailor to 
purchase sui 

Albano said the Speaker had only one suit 
left after the fire, which he had left in his 
house in Dagupan City. 

De Venecia was also wearing a new pair of 
shoes given to him by Joey, a son from a previ- 
ous marriage. 

There was still no word if the De Venecia fam- 
ily would return to their Dasmariñas house after 
its renovation. There was also a need to deter- 
mine if the house was still structurally ошт 

The couple may have to rent a house for a 
‘while until they find a new home, Albano added. 


Task force seizes 
‘hot logs’ in 
Quezon town ., 


THE DEPARTMENT of Environment and Nat- 
ural Resources yesterday seized suspected 
“hot logs” worth P1.4 million hidden in an un- 
occupied lot in Mauban, Quezon. 

‘The DENR's anti-illegal logging task force 
found the stockpile of processed wood in a 
bank-foreclosed property in Barangay Pulo. It 
isthe biggest single find since the team was cre- 
ated by Secretary Michael Defensor on Dec. 8. 

Retired Army Gen. Alfonso Dagudag, the 
task force chief, said the confiscated wood 
was mostly “first-class” narra and lawaan, 
which could fil up three 10-wheeler and fous 
five-wheeler trucks. 

The stacks of wood were camouflaged be- 
neath twigs and leaves when discovered at 
around 4 a.m. yesterday, Dagudag said. No- 
body has claimed the logs as of press time. 

The narra planks, which fetch between P60 
and P70 per board foot, totaled 18,000 boar 
feet; while the lawaan, which sells at P22 per 
board foot, totaled 7,700 board feet, Dagudag 
said, 

The task force was escorted by troopers 
from the Armed Forces' Southern Luzon com 
mand, which was formerly headed b; 
Dagudag. PHIM LIFE 

The operation was the latest in a series of B = - 27 UT 7 ۴ 
raids launched by the DENR since Malacafang Are You Ready jor Life. 
ordered a crackdown on illegal loggers widely +; The Philam Group of Companies offers you a full range of financial services: Life and General Insurance» Property and 
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Christmas merry to 2/3 of Filipinos Bishops vrse ... 


FrompageAl 
FrompagoAl 1 т а = S Christian community" he said, adding: 

ch nes / “This i the way to humanize our society 
said David, a sociolog - and politics." 
sor at the University of the е a Malacahang has assigned Capalla to draft a 
Philippines. 1 national reconciliation framework that would. 

Filipinos are happlest when allow the administration to reach out to oppo- 
they are with their family, sition groups and other perceived longtime 
though, "of course, they would enemies of the government, including former 
Je to have food on the table; fist lady Imelda Marcos and business mag. 
he added. Ў nate Eduardo Cojuangco, 

David said the decrease in Capalla had said in an earlier interview 
optimism from 82 percent in that he and Jesuit priest Romeo Intengan 
late 2002 and 77 percent in were holding consultations with people in- 


mm p ү ы = volved in reconciliation efforts. 
year was оу to Be expected, 


Considering the decline of the | + Ў > Solidarity 
economy. ё In Malacafiang, solidarity was also ће cen- 
“Next year, it will probably FFE Wien тр tral theme in President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
get worse because of rising t / 1 Christmas message. 
inflation and unemploy- “Now that [opposition standard-bearer] 
ment,” said David, who also Fernando Poe Jr. has been laid to rest in digni- 
writes a column for the IN- ty, itis time to bring back our solidarity be- 
QUIRER. 7 f = hind stability, peace and prosperity for the 
greater number of Filipinos,” Ms Arroyos 
State of economy E spokesperson, Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, 
Antonio Gatmai saidin astatement. 
the think tank Ро “We were united in facing our problems 
my Applied Research Founda- and we succeeded because our motive is 
tion, said the survey results clean, the love for our flag is great and pure. 
showed that “Filipinos have a This Christmas, lam grateful for your support 
sense of the general condition pe and cooperation in my efforts to improve our 
of the country" ы 4 я standing," seid Bunye, quoting ће President. 
“Call it gut feel, or an overall "The deep divisions in Philippine society 
perception that all is not well,” again came to the fore during Poe's wake and 
he said. funeral, with his friends and supporters, in- 
Though he. agreed with cluding deposed President Joseph Estrada, 
David that the proportion of Б. # taking turns in assailing Ms Arroyo and her of- 


people optimistic about Christ- ци x: ficials for allegedly robbing the actor of victo- 
mas was still relatively high, AMANGYAN mother begs for money from motorists along Santolan Road in Quezon City. kuovesreras гу in the May presidential election. 
Gatmaitan said the downward Comedy king Dolphy summed it up by say- 
trend was alarming "to a de- the people's outlook, Gatmai- centexpecta happy Christmas, percent in 2003 and 18 percent Metro Manila, zero in the ingin a eulogy: “Poe was a winner; he did not 
gree,” tan said. "Uncertainty about compared with 75 percent іп in 2002. Visayas, and positive 8 in the lose.” 

“Filipinos are а generally governmentisoneexample.” 2003 and 82 percent in 2002. HAGIS rest of Luzon. The Presidents popularity has also taken a 
hopeful people, but it (SWS P There was also a decline Pessimistic SWS said the “dominance of nosedive since she started serving her new six- 
survey) says they are becoming The poor and Christmas across the regions in the pro- People pessimistic of their pessimism is rare, and previ- year term, This was largely due to her inability to 
less and less 50," he said. Inastatement, SWS said the portion of people expecting a prospects next year also outnum- ously occurred only in March rein in the rising prices of fuel and basic goods. 

Gatmaitan said the state of number of people belonging to jolly Christmas. ber those who are optimistic. 2003 (the Iraq war), in These issues have triggered a fresh wave of 
the economy was the single Classes D and E expecting a In Metro Manila, 48 percent Thirty percent expect their September and October 2000 rumors of destabilization attempts. But Mala- 
most important factor affecting happy Christmas had fallen of residents expect a merry quality of life to get worse, (Juetengate), and in 1984 cafangis unfazed. 

Filipinos’ optimism, or lack of it. sharply Christmas, a sharp decline while only 25 percent expect (post-Aquino assassination).” “We have faced similar plots in the past, 
‘The year has been characterized Among those in Class D,59 from 65 percent in 2003 and their quality of life to improve The polling outfit said the and these have been foiled mainly because of 
by rising inflation largely due to percent expect a merry 77 percentin 2002. next year. survey questions on Christmas the vigilance of the people,” Bunye said. ` 

a series of fuel price increases Christmas, down from 78 per- The number of Metro Mani- Net optimism is ar negative and the quality of life were not "Attempts to undermine democracy have. 
that pushed the cost of most ba- cent in 2003 and 82 percent lans who were neither happy 5 compared with positive 6 last commissioned. JuanV been and will be rejected by the people and 
sic goods and services up. in 2002. пог sad about Christmas, rose August. It is negative 30 in Sarmiento Л: and PDI Re- donotstanda chance,” he said. With a report. 

Other factors can also affect ОЁ those in Class E, 68 per- to 35 percent in 2004 from 30 Mindanao, negative 10 in search from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


From page Al gr Е so we cen finally resolve the case 
2 : and free him if innocent and par- 
under house arrest at his villa in 2 CA don him if he is guilty.” 
Tanay, Rizal, then asked the court nae * 
to move his departure date to sm. | == Estrada reaction 
Dec. 23. == Estrada, speaking through 
Chief Prosecutor Dennis Villa- spokesperson Didagen Dilan- 
Ignacio has opposed Estrada's de- Е £V galen, lauded the Sandiganbayan 
parture, saying surgery can be wr E | decision as a "victory for justice 
performed here and there isa risk tempered with compassion.” 
Estrada could seek asylum or re- ЕТ E | === “The Sandiganbayan justices 
sprt to legal means-to avoid re- : deserve our highest respect for re- 
tuming to face the charges of B ==! sising any attempts to subvert 
plunder, a nonbailable offense K a what is essentially a legal process 
punishable by death. 1 that must be decided in a court of 
The Ombudsman also asked 1 == јам not through media with the 
the Supreme Court to issue a tem- р E "use of black propaganda,” he said. 
porary restraining order against. E Estrada has already complied 
the Sandiganbayan amid com- ~ 3 with the Sandiganbayan's other 
plaints from Ilocos, Sur Gov. Luis legal requirements, including a 
“Chavit” Singson and private 4 pledge to return to the Philip- 
prosecutors that the antigraft ~ pines, his confinement at the 
court had succumbed to pres- G Hong Kong Adventist Hospital 
sures from the Palace to allow ges E and his expression in writing his 
Estrada to "escape." recognition of the court's jurisdic- 
Without waiting for the у tion. 
Supreme Court—which is on re- Prosecutors allege that while 
cess—to act on the prosecution's { in office, Estrada amassed about 
opposition, the Sandiganbayan P4 billion in illegal gambling pay- 
issued a resolution resetting the offs, tax kickbacks and commis- 
date of Estrada's departure to sions stashed in secret bank ac- 
Dec. 26 when Estrada's American. : counts. Estrada has denied any 
surgeon, Dr. Christopher Mow, is s ee | wrongdoing. FIRST Gentleman Jose Miguel “Mike” Arroyo gathers rich and poor 


expected to arrive in Hong Kong. | 8 children in a "sharing" Christmas party in Malacafiang. sown cams 
Estrada directed his lawyers to M d Leniency 


post a PI-million travel bond on Earl Parreno, a political analyst, А > 
Thursday, Sandiganbayan j ssidtheAroyeadminisratontad M ike Ns wishes 
spokesperson Renato Bocar said. to show leniency toward Estrada to disons 
"The money was reportedly a Christ- К cool the temperature after fiery eu- А 
mas gift from daughter Jacqueline 2 logies for Femando Poe Jr, a hero . From page Al entertained by mascots and re- 
Ejercito Lopez to her father. z in 200 films who nearly won the ceived gift packs. 3 
Newly appointed Presiding Jus- 1 presidency in a May election. Gentleman Jose Miguel "Mike" Arroyo also did not agree with 
tice Teresita J, Leonardo-de Castro, Ms Arroyo placed security Arroyo. the recent surveys that more Fil- 
a member of the special division, A WORKER walks infront of the Adventist hospital in Hong Kongwhere forces on alert hours before thou- The First Gentleman hosted а ipinos have become miserable be- 
noted that ший yesterday, theanti- deposed President Joseph Estrada will undergo knee surgery. we sands watched and followed the "sharing party” in the Palace yes- cause of the economic slump. Не 
graft court was “not aware of any : horse-drawn carriage that took terday where he invited kidsfrom said the economy was enjoying 
temporary restraining order issued ted to the tribunal on Monday. power of judicial review.” Poe's body to Manila's North wealthy families to cat and share tremendous growth and that Fil, 
by the Supreme Court.” “It is not the departure dates Even so, Sandiganbyan Sheriff Cemetery on Wednesday. gifts with children of the poor. ipinos have more money to spend 
NG Ka favor ofthe alone that are in issue in the eer. Ed Urieta said Estrada's passport “Arroyo doesn't want emotions _ Among the party giis was based on the thick crowds shop- 
resolution, along with Associate tiorari proceeding but the more would be kept in the hands of his to be bottled up and suddenly ex- 3-year-old Estela Marie Sus, one of pinginthemalls. | 
Terie Попе md basie sue of whether this court Philippine police escort “at all plode,” Parreno said. “She kas to four survivors from the collapsed _ With the steep dive in her ap. 
“Teresita V. Diaz-Baldos. committed grave abuse of discre- times.” appease the crowd that went to Repador building in Real, Quezon. _proval ratings and jeers from the 
Special division chair Edilberto rion іп allowing an accused, who c, - Poe's funeral." Не said he wanted rich chil- camp of the late Fernando Poe Jr., 
Sandoval, who voted in favor of is detained because of chargesin- Singson reaction Parreno said the government dren to be more generous by ex- President Macapagal-Arroyo has 
nasan allowing volving the nonbailable offense Singson, who had exposed ille- was trying to avoid perceptions periencing thejoyofsharing.  — little 19 be cheerful for 
An a to таме abroad ora gal gambling payoffs and tax. that Estrada, an opposition icon, Arroyo expressed his wish that Тһе county has yet to heal 
stained from voting on the latest limited period to undergo knee kickbacks to Estrada that led to was being persecuted. “Filipinos be united so we could from the wounds left by ће 
resolution. Associate Justice replacementsurgery"hesaid. _ his downfall, believes that the _ Estrada was allowed to attend all be happy.” ouster of President Joseph Estra- 
mendis. Villas Jc opposed | Phe even deeper issue is the former President is no longer go- Poe's allnight wake, where he — Hesaiditwas possibleto unite da nearly four years ago ang Ma 
the new resolution allowing determination of the balance be- ing to return to the country. broke down as he stroked the brow (ће different social classes in the Arroyo has yet to earn the public's 
Estrada 21 days of medical leave” tween the state's right to prose- — Contacted through his mobile ofhisbes friend and gave a eulogy Philippines, much like when ће mustand support 
EEA шон Ше one hand and de. phone yesterday, Singson said he repeating opposition allegations invited children from wealthy... Forthis reason, "1 wish her [he 
Dissenting opinion tained accused's. right, if any, to was “disappointed” by the Sandi- that Arroyo's camp cheated the late familles to interact and share President] happiness this Christ- 
Im his diverting opinion, Vil- seek surgical treatment abroad, ganbayan's decision, but added action star of victory intheelecion. their blessings with their “disad- mas” Arroyo sald | 
Jaruz said his colleagues should on the other” Villaruzadded. ° he could no longer do anything "Ме will continue your fight, vantaged counterpart.” The First Gentleman's third 
have first awaited the decision of Не said the latest Sandigan- about it. even if I die, just to МШШ your The children were treated to wish is to have more grandchil- 
Mne Sineme Court on the prose. bayan resolution "wil have he ` “Ihave already done my part," dream for our country and our hamburgers, porridge from the dren, most especialy from 
cutone petition for certiorari effect of the subordinate court he said of his efforts to stop Estra people,” Estrada said. With re- First Gentleman, juices, hor dogs, daughter Lull, who петама un- 
that the Sandiganbayan submit- ` preempting a higher court on its da’s travel. “I hope that he returns ports from AB AFP and Reuters pastries and pies. They were also married among the siblings. 
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icide bomber 
seen behind 
Mosul carnage 


MOSUL, Iraq—The deadliest attack 
on Americans in Iraq was probably 
the work of a suicide bomber who 
evaded security at a major US military 
base in Mosul, Washington's top gen- 
eral said on Wednesday. 

“It lookslike it was an improvised explosive 
device worn by an attacker,” Gen. Richard 
Myers, the chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
told reporters in Washington, ending 36 
hours of confusion over what killed 18 Ameri- 
cans and four others in a mess tent at the 
Marez base at lunchtime on Tuesday. 

The admission, which gave credibility to a 
daim made by the Ansar al билла militant group, 
has serious implications for US forces as they try 
to secure an election at the end of January. 

On a day when a major US contractor 
pulled out of the country saying it was too 
dangerous, walking away from a $325 million 
contract to work on Iraq's damaged transport 
links, US Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
admitted it would be a "mistake" to expect vi- 
olence to end after the vote on Jan. 30. 

A US assault last month on the Sunni insur- 
gent bastion of Falluja was intended to quell 
pre-election violence. But US commanders 
say many guerrilla leaders, including possibly 
al-Qaida ally Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, scat- 
tered to places like Mosul. 

‘Myers said only victory in a global US of- 
fensive against “extremists” could prevent a 
repeat of such attacks. 

Casualty details referred to an unidentified 
non-American civilian among the dead. Four- 
teen were US soldiers, four were American 
civilians and three were Iraqi National 
Guards. Another 69 people were wound- 
ed—a heavy toll fora single bomber. 

‘The blast site was peppered with what ap- 
peared to be ball bearings, a US military 
spokesperson in Mosul said. 

A US military statement said no evidence 
was found of a mortar attack, a more common 
cause of damage on US bases. 

‘That an insurgent could enter one of the 
hardest targets in Iraq will shock many. But 
such bases house growing numbers of Iraqi 
forces and other staff—vital to the US plan to 
hand security over in time in order to bring 
American troops home. 

“The insurgency is going to get worse as we 
‘approach the elections,” Myers said, stressing 
the key role that would be played increasingly 
by Iraqi security forces. 

Rumsfeld, who is already under fire by crit- 
ics for failing to do enough to protect troops in 
the field, added: “Looking for a peaceful Iraq 
after the elections would be a mistake.” 

“We have had a suicide bomber apparently 
strap something to his body, apparently a 
‘him’, and go into a dining hall. We know how 
difficult this is to prevent,” he said. 

"The way we prevent this is we win," Myers 
said. He compared Mosul to attacks including 
Sept..11, 2001, and the 1983 suicide truck 
bomb in Beirut that killed 241 US Marines—a 


massacre which contributed to a US decision 
to withdraw from Lebanon. 

ABC television quoted unidentified sources 
saying troops in Mosul found documents last 
month referring to a "Beirut-tyle" attack. 
‘Ansar al-Sunna said one of its “martyrs” was 
the bomber. Reuters 


Attack gives US 


serious dilemmas 
By Alastair Macdonald 


BAGHDAD—The US military's conclusion 
that a suicide bomber inside a US base was 
probably responsible for the deadliest strike 
оп Americans in Iraq creates nightmare 
dilemmas for US forces 

‘Two months after twin suicide bombings 
struck at the heart of US political influence in 
Iraq, Baghdad's fortified Green Zone govern- 
ment compound, Tuesday's Mosul attack rais- 
es anxiety levels for troops, eroding any com- 
fort zone in a country where they face inces- 
sant dangers outside their bases. 

With the recruitment of Iraqis to security 
forces and other jobs inside US camps seen as 
vital to an exit strategy from Iraq for Ameri- 
сап soldiers, it could also sow mistrust. 

At first sight, many will be surprised that a 
man strapped with explosives could some- 
how gain access in broad daylight not just to 
the sprawling airfield complex that is For- 
ward Operating Base Marez in Mosul but 
walk right into the mess tent for lunch. 

Yer US bases are teeming multinational villages 
where huge numbers of local security forces and 
Iraqi and foreign civilians mingle with American 
troops, eating in their canteens, sharing ther shops 
and working with them to build new facilities. 

The sheer scale of movement in and out of 
these areas, however fortified they may appear 
with high walls, razor wire, watchtowers, mortar 
squads and helicopters, makes controlling what— 
and who—goes in and out virtually impossible. 

“The sheer logistics of life support for the 
Americans make it physically impossible to 
check everything,” said a Westem security 
consultant in Iraq, declining to be identified. 

Jt seems unlikely the suicide bomber, claimed 
as a "many by the Ansar al-Sunna Islamist 
guerrilla group in northern Iraq, walked through 
security checks in Mosul carrying explosives. 

"You could bring stuff in piece by piece, 
with different people,” said another security 
expert, who works in Baghdad. 

Elements of an explosive device could be 
hidden and assembled in any one of a thou- 
sand places on a sprawling base. 

For any one of hundreds of people, probably 
local, working as cleaners, builders, bazaar 
stallholders, or as police or National Guards, to 
then don some kind of explosive jacket, maybe 
even looking like standard body armour and 
wander into the “chow hal!” at lunchtime 
would attract little attention. Reuters 


Yushchenko to supporters: Victory 
is near but more threats lie ahead 


KIEV--Ukrainian opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko told thousands of orange-clad sup- 
porters that his victory is near, but he appealed 
to them to be ready to defend their vote after 
Sundays repeat presidential election. 

With just three days remaining until the 
court-ordered rematch berween Yushchenko 
and Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovich, thou- 
sands of cheering supporters massed in Kiev's 
main square Wednesday to mark one month 
since the so-called “orange revolution” swept 
the country. 


YUSHCHENKO during a speech at a rally in 
central Kiev, Dec, 22. палаз 


"The doors have been opened. The only 
thing left for us is to step over the threshold,” 
Yushchenko said during the open-air speech 
in freezing temperatures on Independence 
Square. 

He warned of a plot to disrupt the revote, 
but did not say who was behind it. 

"The vote on Dec. 26 will not be ал easy politi- 
cal walk,” he said. "There are some forces prepar- 
ing to disrupt and they are preparing brigades, 
groups who are readying to come to Kiev" 

“We will come on this square, this stage, af- 
ter the vote on Dec. 26 anid will stay until our 
victory is celebrated," he said. 

‘As he spoke the crowd—wearing orange 
armbands—waved orange banners and 
chanted “Yu-shchen-ko! Yu-shchen-ko!” A 
stage with orange Christmas trees was lit up, 
and the rap song that became synonymous 
with the earlier protests blasted from giant 
loudspeakers. A seven-meter-high balloon re- 
sembling a giant orange was tethered to the 
ground on one side of the square. 

Fears of violence have been high ahead of 
Sunday's runoff, with rumors swirling that 
proYanukovich supporters are being given 
weapons and poised to head to Kiev after the 
vote. Yanukovich's campaign staff has repeat- 
edly denied the allegations. 

‘The heated campaign has divided Ukraine 
between the pro-Yanukovich industrial, Rus: 
sian-speaking east, and the west and center 
where Yushchenko draws his support. Some 
eastern regions had raised the possibility of 
pursuing autonomy if Yushchenko wins. 

Ukrainians said they are wary, but many 
discounted the rumors. АР 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 
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SCULPTED FROM SNOW 


northeast China's Jilin province, Dec. 22. 
sculpture, is part of the attraction for a skiing festival during the Christmas season. 


А worker walks past the 80-meter-long snow sculpture, carved from about 7,000 cu. m. of snow, in Changchun, 
је sculpture, which organizers are claiming is the world's largest snow 
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EU court upholds Microsoft curbs 


BRUSSELS—A European Union court 
Wednesday upheld product curbs and 
a record fine levied by the EU's execu- 
tive commission against software gi- 
ant Microsoft for abusing its market 
dominance. 

Microsoft's share price tumbled in 
early New York trading but the firm 
took heart from a statement by the 
Court of First Instance, the EU's sec- 
ond-highest tribunal, that it had a 
“prima facic" case against the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

"1 remain optimistic that we will pre- 
vail at the end of this process," Brad 
Smith, chief legal counsel for Microsoft, 
told reporters in а conference сай. 

The commission, however, re- 
buffed an overture from Bill Gates’ 
company to hold fresh negotiations in 
а bid to reach an out-of-court settle- 
ment along the lines of a deal with US 
anti-trust authorities. 

"The commission's decision of 
March 2004 stands. Therefore by def- 
inition we are not in the process of re- 
negotiation," commission spokesper- 


son Jonathan Todd told reporters. 

"The court has confirmed that deci- 
sion. It should be implemented im- 
mediately,” he said. 

Brussels imposed the fine of 497 
million euros ($665 million) in March 
after finding that Microsoft had 
abused its overwhelming dominance 
in software for personal computers. 

After a five-year investigation, it 
ruled that the company had to offer a 
European version of its Windows op- 
erating system without the Media 
Player utility, which offers access to 
audio and video content. 

Microsoft was further ordered to pro- 
vide competitors with the software inter- 
face code they need to enable their prod- 
ucts to communicate with Windows. 

‘The company wanted the Luxem- 
bourg-based court to suspend the 
remedies until the court could even- 
tually rule on its appeal against the 
entire commission ruling, which is 
likely to take at least 18 months. 

But the court rejected Microsofts 
argument that it would "suffer seri- 


ous and irreparable damage" if the 
measures took immediate effect. 

"Microsoft's application for interim 
measures is therefore dismissed in its 
entirety,” it said. 

However, the court added that Mi- 
crosoft's case was "notat first sight un- 
founded and that the requirement that 
the applicant establish a prima facie 
case... is, consequently, satisfied.” 

‘The requirement to detach Media 
Player in particular strikes at the 
heart of Microsoft's business model, 
which involves tagging extra prod- 
ucts onto Windows and marketing 
the operating system as an all-in-one 
suite of applications. 

‘Smith said the company intended to 
make a website available later Wednes- 
day that will explain how rivals can ob- 
tain its interoperability information. 

It will make a European version of 
a stripped-down Windows without 
Media Player available to computer 
manufacturers during January. It 
should be available for sale in Febru- 
ary, the lawyer said. AFP 
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MR. ARNIE TOTILLA 
chez, Asingan Pangasinan 
for winning HALF A MILLION (Php 500,000.00) SHOPPING SPREE 
at RUSTAN'S DEPARTMENT STORE 
Drawn last December 17, 2004 at SM Fairview. 


2 winners has picked and lived the lifestyle of their choice! 


2 more will get a chance to win their dream lifestyle! 


"HURRY! Be one of them. 
Visit an HCG branch.today and live the life you want. 


or OTENCR Рита No 2007. Sono ol 2004. 
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Saudi expels Libya envoy over “slay plot 


RIYADH—Saudi Arabia said on Wednesday it 
had recalled its ambassador from Libya and 
will expel the Libyan envoy in Riyadh over 
Tripoli alleged role in a plot to assassinate 
Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz. 

Libya expressed its surprise at the Saudi de- 
cision and called for the Arab League to 
launch an investigation into the affair 

“We have asked our ambassador in Libya to 
come (back) and we will hand a memorandum to 
the Libyan ambassador asking him to leave," For- 
‘eign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal told reporters. 

“The move was related to “the Libyan plot to 
which the kingdom was subjected,” he said. 

Details of the purported plot to assassinate 
Abdullah, de facto ruler of the oil-rich kingdom, 
came to light earlier this year when an American 
Muslim activist pleaded guilty to ilegal financial 
dealings with Libya and testified that he had 
been involved in a Libyan plan to kill the prince. 

‘Tripoli has denied involvement in such а 
conspiracy Saud al-Faisal said his country 
was not taking more retaliatory measures 
against Libya at the moment, 

“Despite the ugliness of what happened, the 


kingdom is confining itself to these measures... 
in appreciation of the brotherly Libyan people, 
especially with the approach of the hajj sea- 
son,” he said, referring to the annual pilgrim- 
age to Muslim holy sites in Saudi Arabia. 

A statement from the Libyan foreign ministry 
expressed "its great surprise at declarations by Sau- 
di Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal on the re- 
calling of its ambassador to Libya... Nothing has 
happened between the two countries to justify this. 

“If the recalling is linked to accusations 
concerning an assassination attempt against 
the Saudi crown prince, these have been de- 
nied and they have been proven unfounded.” 

The statement said that the accusations 
were made “a long time ago. So why wasn't 
the ambassador recalled then?" 

The ministry called on "the Arab League 
secretary general to carry out an enquiry into 
this surprising affair in order to know Arabia's 
motives" behind the decision. 

‘The American Muslim, Abdurahman Alam- 
oudi, was sentenced to 23 years in prison in 
Alexandria, Virginia, in October for illegal fi- 
nancial dealings with Libya. 


EMPEROR Akihito waving to well 
the Imperial Palace in Tokyo Dec. 23. 


Akihito laments 
“heartbreaking” 
year on birthday 


TOKYO—Japans Emperor Akihito marked 
his 71st birthday Thursday with a somber ad- 
dress, reflecting an unhappy year which has 
seen the nation hit by natural disasters and 
controversies in the royal household. 

"It has been a year with many heartbreaking 
events as natural disasters such as typhoons, 
torrential rains and earthquakes occurred in 
succession in various places," the monarch told 
well-wishers at the Imperial Palace 

‘Atleast 230 people perished in such disasters 
in Japan this year, the worst figure since 1983. 

"1 understand that different things have al- 
so happened to each and every one of you in. 
the year, | wish you will take good care of 
yourself and the coming year will be a happy 
year for you,” he went on through a public ad- 
dress system. 

A total of 14,000 people gathered on a 
plaza in front of the Chowa (lasting peace) 
pavilion, waving red-sun national flags and 
shouting "Banzai (long live). 5 

‘The emperor, flanked by Empress Michiko, 
Crown Prince Naruhito, Prince Akishino and 
his wife Princess Kiko, and Princess Sayako, 
appeared at the glassed-in balcony three 
times in the morning. 

Crown Princess Masako, a 41-year-old Har- 
vard-eductated former diplomat, was absent 
from the annual function as she is recuperat- 
ing from a stress-induced illness. 

"The Imperial Palace ground is opened to 

the public only twice a year for appearances 
of members of the world's longest-running 
monarchy. It also admits crowds on Jan. 2 for 
New Year celebrations. 
* Emperor Akihito, in a birthday statement 
responding to written questions from media, 
expressed pain and confusion about the con- 
troversy over the crown princess. 

Masako halted nearly all public duties a 
year ago due to stress amid pressure to pro- 
duce a male heir to the throne. Her only 
child is 3-year-old Princess Aiko, who as a 
female cannot ascend the Chrysanthemum 
Throne. 

Crown Prince Naruhito, 44, dropped a 
bombshell last May when he seized on a rare 
press conference to say that "developments" 
had denied his wife a personality and career. 

But his younger and only brother, Prince 
Akishino, publicly chided him last month for 
taking his concerns ro the media first, not the 
emperor. 

The emperor said “there are still some 
things 1 have not fully understood yet” about 
thecrown prince's complaint. 

"It is regrettable that our respect for the in- 
dependence of the crown prince and crown 
princess who maintain their own indepen- 
dent household made us fail to notice these 
various problems,” he said. 

But the year has also seen the imperial family 
in a bright light as the emperors only daughter 
Princess Sayako, 35, finally found a husband in 
the person of Tokyo municipal government ur- 
ban planner Yoshiki Kuroda, 39. AFP 


According to court documents, Alamoudi, 
between November 1995 and September 
2003, illegally transferred hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars into the United States from 
Libya and other sources, 

He made at least 10 trips to Libya and met 
with Libyan government officials. 

During a March 13, 2003 meeting, Alam- 
oudi and Libyan government officials alleged- 
ју discussed creating "headaches" and disrup- 
tions in Saudi Arabia. Alamoudi later learned 
that the actual objective was the assassination 
of the crown prince, according to US officials. 

According to the officials, Alamoudi helped 
recruit participants for the plot by introduc- 
ing the Libyans to two Saudi dissidents in 
London and facilitating the transfer of hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars of cash from the 
Libyans to the dissidents to finance the plot. 

Alamoudi was not charged in connection 
with the alleged plot. 

Riyadh’s decision to expel the Libyan envoy 
came one day after the United States announced 
it had put a leading London-based Saudi dissi- 
dent, Sead al-Faqih, and another Saudi on its list 


of terrorist financiers and was asking the United 
Nations to sanction them as well. Я 
Thealleged Libyan plot against Abdullah has 
been a sore point in an otherwise remarkable 
rapprochement betweeri the United States and 
Libya since Tripoli agreed to a settlement in the 
1988 Lockerbie bombing and renounced 
“weapons of mass destruction last year. 
Accounts of the purported plot first sur- 
faced in June, when The New York Times re- 
ported that Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi 
tried to have Abdullah murdered last year. 
Saudi state-guided media atthe time assailed 
the “ungrateful” Kadhafi, whom Riyadh had 
helped out of his Lockerbie-imposed isolation. 
‘Two Libyan men attempted to assault Saud 
al-Faisal in Cairo in September 2003. The pair 
said they were trying to avenge a verbal slur on 
Kadhafi, who was called а "liar" by Abdullah at 
an Arab summit in Egypt in March that year. 
The spat between the two leaders, broad- 
cast live on television, came after Kadhafi 
charged that Riyadh was ready to “strike an 
alliance with the devil” to shield itself from 
then Iraqi president Saddam Hussein, АЕР 
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BIGWINNER 
Miss India World 
2004 Sayali 
Bhagat greetsan 
unseen audience 
as she displays a 
creation by 
designer Satya 
Paul during a 
fashion show in 
Calcutta, late. 
Dec. 22. China 
and India will 
emerge the big 
winners when 
global textile 
quotas are abo- 
lished on Jan. |, 
2005, while the 
least developed 
countries will 
bear the brunt of 
the most painful 
adjustments, 
economists say. 
га 


Taiwan а “land mine” in Sino-US ties, says Armitage 


"TAIPEI Taiwan played down on Thurs- 
day remarks by a senior US official who 
described the island as the biggest land 
mine in Sino-US ties and said Washing- 
ton was not required to come to Taiwan's 
defense if attacked by China. 

‘The comments by US Deputy Secretary 
of State Richard Armitage raised suspi- 
cions in Taiwan that Washington may be 
leaning towards Beijing in the bitter dis- 
pute between the mainland and the island 
China claims asa renegade province. 

Premier Yu Shyi-kun and Foreign 
Minister Mark Chen tried to ease any 
anxiety, saying US policy was un- 
changed toward democratic Taiwan, 
which has aspirations for sovereignty 
but which China has said it will invade 
ifit declares independence. 

"Armitage was very clear. US policy 
toward Taiwan has not changed," the 
China Times quoted Yu as saying. 

‘The United States broke off diplomatic 
ties with Taiwan in 1979 and recognized 
China, but remains the island's biggest 


treaty obligations under the Taiwan Rela- 
tions Act to help Taipei to defend itself. 

However, Armitage's remarks to the 
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) in 
the United States on Dec. 10, and 
picked up by Taiwan media this week, 
hinted ata possible shift. 

"We have the requirement with the Tai- 
wan Relations Act to keep sufficient force 
in the Pacific to be able to deter attack; we 
are not required to defend,” Armitage said, 
adding that it was up to the US Congress 
to decide if America should go to war 

US state department spokesperson 
Richard Boucher said on Wednesday 
Armitage had restated US policy in fa- 
miliar terms. 

‘Wary of being dragged by Taipei into 
a conflict with Beijing, a nuclear power, 
Washington has become increasingly 
concerned by what it sees as indepen- 
dence-leaning moves by the government 
of Taiwan President Chen Shui-bian, 

Mixed with that concem is mounting 
frustration that Taiwan appears to be sole- 


—to the point that Taipei is dragging its 
feet over a huge $18 billion arms deal of- 
fered by Washington, analysts said. 

Thus the United States has clarified 
its position in the past year, dropping 
some of the strategic ambiguity that 
had characterized diplomatic relations 
since China and Taiwan split at the end 
ofa civil war in 1949. 

For example, US Secretary of State Col- 
in Powell said in October that Taiwan did 
not enjoy sovereignty as a nation and 
spoke of eventual reunification with Chi- 
na, departing from a longstanding US pol- 
icy of taking no position on the outcome. 

Armitage said he agreed with Bei- 
jing's ‘one China’ policy, and analysts 
noted he used a stronger wording than 
the past “acknowledgment” of China's 
claim over Taiwan. 

When asked where the land mines 
lay in US-China relations, Armitage told 
PBS: “I would say Taiwan. Taiwan is 
one. It's probably the biggest.” 

“The United States hopes to manage 


let it spin out of control," said Lin Bih- 
jaw, professor of diplomacy at National 
Chengchi University. “It wants to avoid 
misinterpretation and miscalculation.” 

While Washington may be leaning 
toward China, needing its help on 
North Korea and other problems, the 
United States will still retain some flexi- 
bility over the Taiwan issue, Lin said. 

"The United States wants to reserve 
the final decision-making power... They 
want to maintain some level of ambigu- 
ity, though its clear this ambiguity is 
smaller and smaller,” he said. 

China claims self governing Taiwan as 
part ofits territory and threatens to invade 
ifthe island moves towards statehood. 

It is deeply suspicious of Chen's plans 
to adopt a new constitution by 2008, see- 
ing itas a move towards independence. 

With the Chinese parliament poised this 
‘weekend to debate an anti-secession law 
aimed at preventing Taiwan independence, 
analysis said Armitage's comments put 
more pressure on Taiwan President Chen to 


arms supplier and strongest ally with Iy counting on US help to fend off China the situation in the Taiwan Strait and not maintain the political status quo. Reuters 


NINE-WEEK-OLD cat “Little Nicky” peers out. 
from her carrying case, Dec. 22in Texas, “Little 
Nicky” a successfully cloned cat was sold to Julie 
by Genetic Savings and Clone for $50,000. — je 


US firm sells 
cloned cat, spurs 
ethics debate 


SAN FRANCISCO—The first cloned-to-order 
pet sold in the United States is named Little 
Nicky, a 9-week-old kitten delivered to a 
"Texas woman saddened by the loss of a cat 
she had owned for 17 years. 

The kitten cost its owner $50,000 and was 
created from DNA from her beloved cat, 
named Nicky, who died last year. 

"He is identical. His personality is the same,” 
the owner, Julie, told said ina telephone interview. 
Although she agreed to be photographed with her. 
cat, she asked that her last name and hometown 
not be disclosed because she said she fears being 
targeted by groups opposed to cloning. 

Yet while Little Nicky, who was delivered 
two weeks ago, frolics in his new home, the 
kitten's creation and sale has re-ignited fierce 
ethical and scientific debate over cloning 
technology, which is rapidly advancing. 

‘The company that created Line Nicky, Sausali- 
to-based Genetic Savings and Clone, said it hopes 
by May to have produced the worlds fist cloned 
dog—a much more lucrative marker than cats. 

While it is based in the San Francisco Bay 
area, the company's cloning work will be 
done at its new lab in Madison, Wis. 

Commercial interests already are cloning 
prized cattle for about $20,000 each, and sci- 
entists have cloned mice, rabbits, goats, pigs, 
horses—and even the endangered banteng, a 
wild bull that is found mostly in Indonesia. 

Several research teams around the world, 
meanwhile, are racing to create the first 
cloned monkey. 4 

Aside from human cloning, which has been 
achieved only at the microscopic embryo stage, no 
cloning project has fueled more debate than the 
marketing plans of Genetic Savings and Clone. 

“Tes morally problematic and a little repre- 
hensible,” said David Magnus, co-director of 
the Center for Biomedical Ethics at Stanford 
University. “For $50,000, she could have pro- 
vided homes fora lot of strays." 

‘Animals rights activists complain that new 
feline production systems aren't needed be- 
cause thousands of stray cats are euthanized 
each year for want of homes. 

Lou Hawthorne, Genetic Savings and 
Clones chief executive, said his company pur- 
chases thousands of ovaries from spay dli 
across the country. It extracts the eggs, which 
are combined with the genetic material from 
the animals to be cloned. AP 


Greetings!!! 

1n our thrust to extend our utmost service 

to those who might need it during the 

Holidays, we are happy to announce that 

we are still open for business on DEC. 26 

"till DEC. 30, 2004 (same time as usual). 

So see you then! God Bless!!! 

St. Raphael, ihe Archangel 
Pharmaceutical. Distributor, 


#461 Quezon Ayo. comer Banawe at, 0,6. 
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Banal Christmas 


|ONIGHT, before midnight, Filipinos will fleck to 
Catholic churches across the archipelago to attend 
the penultimate Mass ending the novenary of early 
dawn Masses that started last Dec. 16. Strictly speaking, 
the Mass is not penultimate because Catholics are still 
mandated to go to a Christmas Day Mass tomorrow. But 
the midnight Mass tonight is a credible finis to the nine- 
day run-up to the birth of Christ that remarkably prefig- 
ures the long wait in the Old Testament for the birth of the 
~ Messiah. 
EDITORIALS ОҒ course, the preparation for 
Christmas started long way before 
with the Catholic liturgy's lighting of the Advent candle 
wreath last month. The lighting symbolizes many things, 
among them, the vigilant anticipation of Christians for 
the coming of Christ. 

But Filipinos have long ago anticipated Christmas, 
since the onset of September when radios started filling 
the airwaves with the first Christmas carols, a case of 
Christmas overeagerness. A sort of anticipation that bor- 
ders on obsession. 

But Philippine Christmas takes its most distinctive form 
at the start of December when the streets and establish- 
ments are festooned with lights that have become more 
and more ingenious through the years. Offices and 
schools start elaborate gift-giving practices, aside from 
the predictable parties. Corporations play Santa Claus by 
showering goodies on depressed communities and 
marginalized sectors. Giving becomes institutionalized, 
atleast for a month. 

But the practices that characterize the Filipino Christ- 
mas have become so common that they seem common- 
place and banal. Such is the power of the practices to insin- 
uate and integrate themselves into the season that their 
import has been lost in the hurly-burly of the celebration. 

Even the altruism of Christmas is lost in the corporate 
do-goodism that has more arid more become part of the 
bag of tricks of marketing men eager as always to exalt 
business and corporate virtue in another form of grating 
hardsell. There seems to be no end to commerce's re- 
markable facility to debase Christmas. 


Meaningful Christmas 


ND yet this year seems a particularly meaningful 
Christmas for the Philippines. The month started 
propitiously enough with destructive typhoons 

Rat flooded and laid waste a wide swath of the archipela- 
80's southeastern regions, displacing tens of thousands 
and killing hundreds. The death of theater great Zeneida 
Amador late last month, and the deaths this month of Fer- 
nando Poe Jr. and KC de Venecia, the last one tragically in 
afire, have cast a pall of gloom in a season that is other- 
wise determined to make merry and cheer things up. 

All these tragedies should compel us to reflect the 
meaning of the season and plumb its message and in- 
sights. This would require going beyond the tinsel and 
glitter of Christmas and reacquainting ourselves with its 
rituals that have become second nature to us, but which 
we have somehow transformed into rote in our eager 
rush to embrace commerce and materialism. 

In the end, the meaning of Christmas is the same one 
that has been ingrained in us by the rituals and practices 
that the Spanish friar missionaries and the Church had in 
the past introduced and fostered in order to consolidate 
the faith. The practices are basically sacramental forms 
that symbolize and reflect in themselves the glory of God 
and God's fellowship with mankind in a world seemingly 
bereft of hope and vitality. The genius of the Spanish mis- 
sionaries was to integrate these practices into the lifestyle 
of the Filipinos so that they would seem to form a seam- 
less weave in the larger tapestry of Filipino religiosity. 

Nevertheless, they are not mere pious practices. If the 
sacraments guided the native Filipinos from birth to grave, 
itis the same with these practices: they accompany the Fil- 
ipinos through the vagaries of existence, endowing their 
lives with meaning, relevance, love and hope. St. Thomas 
Aquinas, the great Dominican theologian and Doctor of 
the Church, has a phrase for it—"grace builds on nature.” 

So whatis the meaning of Christmas? We should go back 
to the lighting of the Advent candle, The practice is not a 
mere pious gesture, If the candle signifies and even sacra- 
mentalizes hope, its lighting is a prophetic act. It means 
that we are committed to keeping the flame of hope alive 
ina world that seems determined to go back to darkness. 
Its an act of faith, and in the context ofthe Filipinos’ many- 
sided struggles, a subversive and defiant one. 

5 ~ 
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AVERY Merry Christmas to everybody. 

Over the years, readers would tell me about. 
columns of mine that they would like to read 
again. 1 would send some of them photocopies 
of the columns--4f1 could still find them. The 
most requested piece is a Christmas column 
about anold man during my boyhood. Because 
I cannot find a copy of that article anymore, 
and it being Christmas again, Ihave decided to 
rewrite it from memory: Here itis: 

When I was in primary school in the barrio 
of Tonsuya, Malabon, there was a small pond 
beside our four-room schoolhouse. Talisay 
trees grew on the banks of the pond. From this 
pond, we fetched water which we used to wa- 
ter our vegetable plots in the garden at the 
back of the school. 

On the mudbank at the other side of the 
pond, there was a small hut where an old man 
lived alone. A hard-packed path led through 
the water to the hut. During recess, we'd walk 
across this path to the hut. For the old man 
made kites, yo-yo and tops for us. In exchange, 
we shared our baon with him or gave hima few 
centavos. 

‘Toward Christmas, however, when the night. 
air started to get chilly, he wouldn't make any- 
thing else but Christmas lanterns, the five 
pointed ones, in various colors. He would have 
made a lot of money selling them. 

But no, he didn't sell them. Instead, he gave 
them away for free to his neighbors. His only 
condition to them was that they would keep. 
them lighted at night during the whole Christ- 
mas season. 

He gave the lanterns to all the houses that 
lined the many paths that led to his hut. The 
neighborhood surrounding his hut was easily 
the best-lit village in the whole town during 
Christmastime. We would walk at night past 
the school and through the neighborhood just 
to loak at the old man's lanterns all lighted up. 
The old man's hut had the most lanterns, one 
on each of the four windows, another hanging 
over the doorway, and more over the path 
leading to the hut. 

When all the houses had their lanterns, the 
ld man would sleep most of the day and stay 
up the whole night. We could see him sitting 


Neal H. Cruz 


beside his window, looking out as if waiting for 
somebody. This went on year after year. 

‘This was a curious behavior and nobody had 
any explanation. The old man, who was not a 
talker in the first place, did not offer any rea- 
son. And nobody dared to ask him for any 

Until 1 was older and couldn't stand it any- 
more. I kept asking my old folks why he was 
doing it, but they had no satisfactory answer. 
"Why don't you ask him yourself?" they kept 
telling me. So one night! di 

One Christmas Eve, 1 wrapped some food 
from our noche buena and took it to him. 1 found 
him looking ош the window as usual, a опот 
figure in the light of the lanterns. When he saw 
me approaching, he jumped from his chair and. 
raced down the stairs and the path across the 
pond toward me. But when he recognized me, 
he stopped, as though disappointed, 

"Oh, its you,” he said. “I thought..." 

“1 brought you some noche buena," 1 said, 
showing him the food. “It’s Christmas.” 

“Oh, thank you. I haven't had noche buena in 
a long time,” he said. “Come up.” We went 
back to the hut. 

The old man took two tin plates, put the 
food in them, placed them on the table and ar- 
ranged the two chairs. 

"Lets eat,” he invited. "Merry Christmas." 

1 let him finish eating before 1 popped the 
question. He paused a long time, thinking. 
Then he went to the kitchen to wash his hands. 

When he came back and sat before me, he 
drew a deep sigh before speaking. "I am wait- 
ing for my son.” 

"4 didn't know you have a son,” said. 

“1 have one, the only child. His mother died 
when he was a baby,” he said. “He's a young 
man now.” 

“Where is he?” 


“I don't know. He went away опе day, said 
he would be back by Christmas. Many Chris 
mases have gone, but he has not returned.” 

“Where did he go?" 

“Somewhere, with his friends. He belongs to 
an organization working for the people and for 
the country. Just wait, tay, he told me. "When. 
we are successful, we will all be better off. Just 
wait.” 

“What organization? What are they doing?” 
asked. 

“1 don't know. He was always away some- 
where, working for us, he said. One day, he 
came home and packed his bags. "I am going 
away for a while, tay, he told me. ‘But 1 will 
come back, wait for me. 1 will be back by 
Christmas, Wait for me." Then he was gone.” 

He sighed, looked long at the footpaths 
lighted by his lanterns. 

"That was many Christmases ago, but he has 
пог yet come back,” he continued. "Where is 
he? I'm so lonely for him. For many years, there. 
were only the two of us together. I raised him 
in this hut, from the time he was still a baby, 
you know,” he cupped his face in his hands. 
“Now he is gone." 

"What was he running away from?” 

“I think 1 know” he replied. "Some soldiers 
came here one day looking for him. I told them 
he went away, I don't know where,” 

“What about the lanterns?” I ask 
are you giving away so many of them: 

"They are to guide him back home. He will 
recognize my lanterns. 1 am afraid he would 
lose his way in the dark. He has been away a 
long time, you know. The lanterns will show 
him the way back here. Come home, my son. 

That conversation took place a long time ago. 
The old man is dead now. His hut is gone. The 
pond has been filled up, the schoolhouse torn 
down and new houses now stand in their places. 

But where is the son? Is he dead? Did they fi 
nally get him? Or is he still alive somewhere? 

fhe happens to read this, he will recognize 
his father, the old man who made Christmas 
lanterns to guide him home. He lies some- 
where in the small cemetery at the boundary of 
Malabon and Caloocan. Visit him there. He has 
been waiting for you. 


"Why 


Remember, celebrate and believe 


TOMORROW we celebrate the season of giving 

in aland eternally in need of givers, yet perenni 
ally debased by takers. The unseasonal “taking” 
(to use constitutional law jargon) of the Piatco 
and Frapor-built airport terminal—snuck in 
while everybody else was having their Christ- 
mas parry—is but the latest of the jarring events 
that continue to mar the holidays. It follows the 
danóslides in Real, Quezon, and the deaths of 
several people famous and unknown but all 
loved just as dearly by those they left behind. 
‘Yet strangely that is why we need Christmas; it 
promises hope when all we see is the grayness 
of despair. The peaceful funeral of Fernando Poe 
Jr, for one, shows that there isa love and digni- 
ty that can rise above politics, that can gather a 
sea of humanity for reasons that have litle to do 
‘with contests for earthly power and all to do 
with pure admiration fora departed idol. 

What is so compelling then about the. 
promise of redemptive birth that we continue 
to celebrate it 2,000 years later? Starting with 
the most prosaic, itis a welcome break from 
the “monotony and drudgery of life," which is 
how the Supreme Court justified the mingling 
of public and private funds for a fiesta and ex- 
plained why an otherwise religious celebration 
isactually secular in character. 

‘The modern world recognizes diversity and 
advises tolerance of all faiths. My youngest son 
Miguel, when he was enrolled in a public 
schoo! in Cambridge, Massachusetts, wonder- 
fully learned his favorite “Christmas carol,” 
"Spin the Dreidle,” a Jewish song for 
Hanukkah, rather than the traditional "Oh 
Come All Ye Faithful" that his other classmates 
sang and which Pinoy Catholics so love (next 

'm Dreaming of a White Christmas," 
the national anthem of all aspiring TNTs). 

But secularization has its downside. A pure- 
ју secularized Christmas easily degenerates to 
a frenzy of shopping. The spirit of sharing easi- 
Jy dissipates, and we lose sight of what the 
Christian world celebrates as the ultimate act 


Passion 
FOR REASON 
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of selflessness: the incarnation of the Christ, of 
the Word Made Flesh, when the Divine was 
made man, was born and lived amongst us. 
Each time I attend the midnight Mass, and 
the priest so excitedly speaks of this mira- 
cle—so moving that it always brings a smile to 
my face just thinking about й—1 look around 
arali the tired and sleepy souls around me: the 
grown-ups all exhausted from their parties; 
the lolos and lolas so happy that the brood is 
complete: and the apos, all dressed and dra- 
gooned for the occasion, torn between sleep- 
ing and waiting for the opening of their gifts. 


“And 1 often wonder, did Jesus Christ actually 


coms down to earth for this? 

If the Pinoy Catholic takes the message of 
Christmas really seriously, he won't be able to 
celebrate at all. We revel in the birth of a car- 
penter's son, yet how many Filipino carpenters 
can actually raise their sons and daughters in 
decent comfort today—shelter, feed and 
school them? Our hearts go to Joseph and 
Mary when we learn that their infant was born 
in a manger, yet there is perpetually "no room 
at the inn” for the homeless. Party tables groan 
under the weight of rich buffets, while others 
starve. And, oh, how we praise the prophets of 
old, and yet slay, imprison, or chastise new 
prophets unless they look savvy and sound 
cool and conform to the ways of our imperfect 
world—or unless they carry guns or are sup- 
ported by a political party. 

“in Knowledge and Politics," the legal 
philosopher Unger sought to define the place 
of thinking, of reason, in relation to “other 


kinds of striving,” namely, polities and prayer. 
“Philosophy is a territory bounded on one side 
by politics and on the other side by religio 
When one thinks philosophical problems 
through, one comes at last to the ourer fron- 
tiers, politics and religion, at which the 
philosophers pride is cast down, and other 
kinds of striving come to the fore... When phi- 
losophy has gained the truth of which it i 
pable, it passes into politics and prayer, politics 
through the world is changed, prayer through 
which men ask God to complete the change of 
the world by carrying them into his presence. 
and giving them what, left to themselves they 
would always lack.” 

In today's practical world, we must welcome 
Christmas as induced spirituality. On Dec. 25 
each year, we come face to face with the small- 
ness of carthly victories, and perforce we for- 
swear politics and pass into prayer. The chal- 
lenge is to induce spirituality every waking 
moment, every other day of the year, and given 
our dire straits, that is an awesome burden. 

Restoring the spirituality of Christmas ге 
quires us to secure the place of faith in our 
lives. It is a faith that must go beyond ritual 
and ceremony. The Catholicism of memorized 
prayers mindlessly chanted in fancy temples 
must be replaced by mindfulness in transfor 
‘mative work that is done in daily life, We must 
find our faith in that yearning, when all elsc 
seems bright and okay, that there is something. 
missing, a presence, a warmth, a peaceful feel 
ing without which we feel incomplete. We 
must find it in that light, when all else seems 
dark and ominous, that shows the way to hope. 
that assures you that someone cares and that 
things will turn out well in the end. We must 
find it in the triumph of the spirit, without 
which all other triumphs lose meaning, yet by 
itself is enough. 1 wish you all the best in this 
season of grace. 
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WITH THE PEACEFUL burial of Fernando Poe Jr, 
the Arroyo administration survived the worst 
nightmare of its first six months in office. The 
passing of Poe does not clear the path for less tur- 
bulent times in the new year. 2005 promises to be 
another year of “living perilously" without the 
ghost of Poe's electoral protest haunting the ad- 
ministration, Protest at the Presidential Electoral 
"Tribunal will be the least of the administration's 
worries, The fiscal deficit crisis is more ominous 
and it could bring economic storms. 

"The Filipino masses poured out their grief at 
the funeral, but the dire expectations did not ma- 
terlalize. The size of the funeral march disap- 
pointed the expectations of those who staged its 
huge production in the streets to rival the mam- 
moth funeral of Benigno Aquino Jr., which drew, 
according to best estimates, more than a million. 
people. 

Foreign news agencies, which are more skepti- 
cal about exaggerated claims of crowd atten- 
dance, placed the crowd between "tens of thou- 
sands" and 300,000. Thus, Aquino's funeral stil 
holds the record attendance. The crowd esti- 
mates replayed the partisan rivalry over claims of 
attendance at the political election rallies and 
people power demonstrations at Edsa, 

"The media ran out of hyperbole to describe the 
turnout, Another actor stopped blowing up the 
figures and described the attendance at the week- 
long wake and the funeral with weasel words: a 
box-office smash "unparalleled in history" Rene 
Saguisag, a lawyer whose professional success is 
built on evidence could not help making swe 
ing statements such as, "This is a powerful poli 
cal statement, This is the real election protest, not 
[rhe] one in the Supreme Court, The outpouring 
i justincredible." 

‘Alas, takes more than crowd estimates at fu- 
nerals to make a case that Poe was allegedly mas- 
sively cheated in the May election. 

"The administration took no chances and, in- 
deed deployed security measures around Mala- 
cafiang, expecting the worst—that is, the funeral 


Nightmare 
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might be used by troublemakers to whip up the. 
emotions of the crowd to storm Malacafiang, The 
administration must have leamed one lesson 
from the May 1, 2001 mob attack: it is less stupid 
to err on the side of over-preparation than to be 
caught flat-footed. The “intelligence” information. 
received by Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez re- 
vealed that some conspiratorial groups had plot- 
ted to incite the highly emotional crowd to go on 
a rampage to pave the way for some military plot- 
ters announcing a defection from the gover- 
ment, similar to the January 2001 scenario, trig- 
gering a total collapse of military support for the 
regime. Conspiratorial theories did not die with 
Poe. His protest may have died with him, but op- 
position ranks are not wanting of parties who 
‘would want to keep it alive. Similarly, there 
should be no want of lawyers willing to take up 
the cudgels for litigants who might benefit from 
the pursuit of the protest. 

‘The scenario of the so-called “plot” exposed by 
Gonzalez called for the formation of a junta, in 
the event that it succeeded in ousting the Arroyo 
regime—with Poe's widow, Susan Roces, acting 
asa “front” president for a shadowy group. This 
scenario is laughable and a tired recast of Filipino 
bathos involving widows of popular political fig- 
ures being shoehorned into their husband's poli 
cal role: Cory Aquino in place of Sen. Benigno 
‘Aquino; Magnolia Antonino for Sen. Gaudencio 
Antonino who died in a helicopter crash. Accord- 
ing to Filipino political tradition, widowhood be- 
comes a ticket of succession to political office, as 
though it gives widows a divine right to rule. It re- 
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flects well of Roces’ sense of proportion that she 
was not involved in the plot that was taken seri- 
ously by Secretary Gonzalez. 

The nightmares looming ahead of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo are more politically threaten- 
ing for her survival than the memory of Poe, the 
electoral protest, and the demons of recurrent 
coup plots that are doomed to fail because they 
are built on stale formulae, lack of originality and 
false assumptions of popular support. 

Staring Ms Arroyo in the face as she leaves 
2004 is her nightmarish plunge in popularity 
rating and a possible downgrading of the Phil 
pine credit rating by international rating orgar 


Zations. She has found out that pruning the. 


deficit cannot be achieved by the half measures, 
like the new tax schemes she asked Congress to 


ass. 
Pé the sixth month of her six-year term draws 
t0 а close, the latest survey of the Social Weather 
Stations (conducted in November and December 
2004) showed that her net approval rating had 
plummeted to a record low, giving her a net ap- 
proval rating of negative 5 percent. The fourth- 
{quarter survey found 38 percent satisfied and 43 
percent dissatisfied with her performance. Her 
net satisfaction shaved off by one percentage 
point her 6 percent negative rating in a survey 
done a month before. 

President Arroyo is the only president to score 
a negative rating in the SWS polls since the fall of 
President Ferdinand Marcos. Her rating from the 
last two successive surveys represented a steep 
drop from the 12 percent she scored last August; 
it was not a high rating, since it was posted two 
months after she had won the bitterly contested 
election. 

The poll rated the administration negative in 
the key tasks of fighting crime (from 6 percentin 
August to negative 12 percent), collecting taxes 
(from negative 2 percent when last polled in 
2003 to negative 17 percent in December), and 
fighting inflation (from negative 43 percent in 
August to negative 42 percent this month). 


A martyr for the environment 


ON OCT. 14, 1991, Fr. Nery Lito Satur, parish 
priest of Gulnoyoran, a mountain town in the 

leart of "NPA territory" in the province of Bukid- 
non, was ambushed on a lonely roadside while 
astride a motorcycle. A catechist who was riding 
with him testified that as Father Nery lay wound- 
ed, his leg pinned under the machine, she saw 
three men emerge from the bushes and approach 
the priest. Hastily scrambling away with a bullet 
in her thigh, the witness saw the gunmen fire 
three more shots into Father Nery, after which 
one of them started hitting the priest on the head 
with his rifle butt. 

Though ideological and armed struggle has 
been a frightening part of life іп Guinoyoran for 
over a decade, Father Nery's murder was not re- 
lated to the insurgency, at least not directly. He 
was "murdered by greedy middle-size loggers 
who gained militanc and ruthless stature during 
the rebellion.” Killed for his relentless advocacy 
for the protection of the once-lush forests of 
Bukidnon, and for his outspoken denunciation of 
loggers and exploitersof the environment, Father. 
Nery became one of the earliest martyrs of envi- 
ronmental protection. 

‘Though his death 13 years ago was headline 
material, Father Nery is hardly remembered to. 
day, except perhaps by his family, by the faithful 
in Bukidnon, by his brother-priests and bishops. 
But the recent disaster in Aurora and Quezon 

rovinces, which most everybody blames on de- 
forestation and where another priest died trying 
to get back to his parish after helping residents of 
a low-lying barangay evacuate to safety, has 
made Father Nery's martyrdom “for the care of 
God's creation” relevant once more. 
MANILA Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales was 
Father Nery's bishop at the time of his death. 
In 1997, Monsignor Rosales, writing as “Dency 
В. Rosales,” documented the life and death of 
Father Nery in a book “Fr. Nery Satur and the 
Church He Died For" (Claretian Communica- 
tion) that shares the story not just of one 
man's life and martyrdom, but also of a local 
church's “commitment to preserve life in na- 
ture,” as Bukidnon Bishop Emeritus Francisco 
Claver, S.J. wrote in his introduction. 


Antonio Luna's Christmas 


CONTRARY to popular belief, it is Antonio Luna's 
greatest misfortune to be acknowledged as one of 
the national heroes pf the Philippines. Like Jose 
Rizal, he has been reduced to a statue of bronze 
or stone, a bit of textbook data that forever locks 
him in the closet of our imagination as the great- 
est general of the Filipino-American War. And yet, 
according to Teodoro Agoncillo, he never won a 
single battle in his career. Because textbooks have 
a tendency to oversimplify, heroes like Antonio 
Luna have to be seen in another light in order that 
the complexity of their lives and times can be ap- 
preciated. 

Browsing through the compilation of La Soli- 
daridad, | spotted an article on Christmas Eve in 
the Jan. 25, 1890 issue. It is datelined Paris, Jan. 
12, 1890 and is bylined with the familiar pseudo- 
nym Taga-llog. The Lunas trace their roots to Ilo- 
cos None; the painter Juan Luna was born in 
Badoc, but his younger brother Antonio was born 
and raised in Binondo, near the Pasig River hence. 
the pseudonym Taga-Ilog, from which we derived 
the term "Tagalog." Luna spent Christmas Eve 
1889 in Madrid where the winter cold was made 
worse by his homesickness and his thoughts of 
Christmas in the Philippines. Luna met an old beg- 
gar on the street and instinctively put his hand into 
his pocket to find a coin but it was so cold the do- 
nation took some effort and he said, "And they 
‘would call this Christmas Eve when cold paralyzed 
even the hand which likes to give alms.” 

We are indebted to the late Guadalupe Fores- 
Ganzon who translated the first rwo years of La Sol- 
idaridad from the original Spanish to English; and 
to Bookmark that took over the project and pub- 
lished the entire series in parallel text. Luna's prose 
may be too florid for our taste today but, just to give 
you an idea, here is how he opened the essay: 

“Delightful spring night in the capital of the 

pines—there where grey skies are covered 
extensive clouds which, following the laws 
of condensation, descend in a cascade of slender 
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Shortly after the first Edsa revolt, communi- 
ties around the country were galvanized into 
action, taking personal and collective respon- 
sibility for their lives and concerns—“people 
power” was brought down to the level of the 
barangay and the parish. 

For the people of Bukidnon, particularly in 
the Diocese of Malaybalay, writes Rosales, this 
translated into a militant stand to protect the 
“little remaining tropical forests in the 
province.” 

Long before people in Ormoc, Nueva Ecija, 
Bulacan, Aurora and Quezon realized the links 
between the loss of the forests up in the moun- 
tains and the killer floods and mudslides, 
Bukidnon folk had already felt the destructive 
impact of deforestation. 

By the early 1980s, writes the archbishop, 
“people were tetrified by the sudden flash 
floods cascading down the slopes; landslides 
and massive mud flows after strong rains 
drove frightened villagers to safer grounds. 
The loss of top soil in farm areas washed by 
flash floods hastened the use of more and 
costly commercial fertilizers.” And yet, he 
adds, “the connection between the destruc- 
tion of the forests and lowland farming was 
not immediately seen.” Will we let another 13 
years pass and another tragedy on the scale 
of Infanta and Real occur before we learn the 
right lessons about the toll of toying with cre- 
ation? Д 
ROSALES closes his book with words we may do 
well to reflect on as we celebrate this joyous occa- 
sion amid so much suffering: 

“Not a few people in government and many 
more in the Military publicly accused the Bukid- 
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bales of cotton threads, or in precipitate bundles 
of minute pieces of paper which float in space as if 
thrown from a balcony by the nervous hand of an 
irate woman.” 

No mention of snow, Santa Claus, and rein- 
deer. The scientist in Luna (he was a chemist 
trained in the Institut Pasteur in Paris) refers to 
the laws of condensation! If you read on you are 
rewarded to a glimpse of Christmas Eve in the 
late 19th-century Philippines. In the cold of Eu- 
rope, he pursued his memories: 

‘which gladdens the soul, we took flight in 
imagination to a place thousands of miles 
away—there where the cheerful season sings of 
the Birth of Christ, under the thick arbor of trees 
which intertwine and embrace each other, and 
among the plants and flowers which by their per- 
fumes intoxicate, we found ourselves seated be- 
side a shy dalaga(maiden), and we inhaled the 
sweetness of a garland of sampaguitas that in 
graceful folds tries in vain to hide the virgina! pu- 
rity of her white breast.” 

While most Filipinos today remember Christ- 
mas Eve through their taste buds or their child- 
hood noche buenas, Luna remembers Christmas 
through different senses. He is tired of cold and 
snow and longs for the tropics. Covered with a 
muffler and scarf, he remembers the scent of sam- 
paguita. A musician, reputedly one of the best 
guitarists of his time, Luna remembers sounds: 

“Again I seem to hear the sounds of a tuned or- 
chestra of Sampaloc, of San Juan del Monte, of 
Pandacan wafted in undulating chords by the 


non Local Church as communistic. The NPAs saw 
the Church as too much pro-Government after 
Edsa and considered capitalism a special daugh- 
ter of the Church. The rich people eyed priests as 
exclusively pro-poor people; the poor saw some 
as too close to the rich... That the Church would 
be artacked from any which side was torture 
enough for Church personnel. But the lesson was 
clear for the Diocese of Malaybalay. The Church 
must not be too at home’ with any human institu- 
tion, culture or system. It must be comfortable 
only with the message for man—Jesus, the Word 
of the Father, that it may always have the freedom 
to speak for the truth, justice and love in abso- 
lutely any situation. 

"The fact alone that many from nearly all sec- 
tors were uneasy with the Church was in itself an 
encomium for the Diocese of Malaybalay, because 
evangelization as described by Pope Paul 
VL.,.took place only when the Church affected 
and disturbed people's criteria of judgment, their 
determining values, mental attitudes, sources Of 
inspiration and lifestyles through the power of 
the Gospel. 

“The truth that the Malaybalay Chureh saw 
was not nesting in any social labels, not in peo- 
ple's philosophy, politics nor in ideologies. 

"It was in the heart of the individual where the 
conflicts took place. It should also be in that heart 
where good would ultimately have to triumph. 

“Following Jesus, Lord and Saviour, the Bukic 
non Local Church worked at conversion and the 
purification of values which took place—without 
exception—only in the heart. Martyrs and he- 
тоез, no matter what the breaks were in the out- 
side world, were born from within 

“Nery Lito, his weaknesses notwithstanding, 
was a hero from the start and from inside 
him...whispering and wishing “maayo pa sila na 
martyr na (they are lucky who are already mar- 
чуз): 

"That people who hated his message of Jesus, 
Lord and Saviour, may be converted and be led to 
change from within and that those who traveled 
with him may be further encouraged to stay the 
course, God in the end granted Nery Lito's wish. 

“Hail, good brother and son! 

"Lead uson!” 


memories 


breezes which throb in space. It is the customary 
thing for the family to group together in celebra- 
tion of Christmas Eve. The family members go to 
church to hear midnight mass; from the church to 
the house and then to the dance; from the dance 
to dinner; until exhausted by the excitement of 
the recreation, they sleep in the first hours of the 
morning. 

“Artistic paper lantern imitating the Spanish 
escutcheon, the Star of Bethlehem, etc., with dif- 
ferent inscriptions such as ‘VIVA EL NINO JESUS* 
and ‘Esta noche es Noche Buena’ (This night 
Christmas Eve), starts the parade, carried by a 
barefoot lad dressed in shirt and white pants, a 
funny handkerchief-around the brow like the 
‘Aragonese custom. Eight or ten more boys, jump- 
ing happily around him threaten by their jumps 
and thrusts the vertical position of the lanterns 
which oscillates at every step. Other boys of the 
streets gather around and follow with their 
shouts of Aba! Ta aqui ya el orquesta, ta aqui ya, ta 
aqui ya (ОМ Here comes the band. It is com 
ing.. it is coming). Happy are the hearts that in 
experiencing the sweet impressions of music are. 
gladdened or saddened by them. Music is the sis- 
ter of sentiment; those children of the street and 
of ignorance feel. People who feel are not slaves. 

"Behind the children come the dalagas and the 
bagontaos, the tatays and nanays, the fastidious 
aunts and at the tail end of the paraders, the or- 
chestra playing the polkas of Fahrback, Fliege, 
Coote, the walizes of Strauss, Waldteudel, Metra, 
the sanzas of Silos, Perez, Enriquez, Kostka and 
Castañeda." 

The Christmas Eve in Antonio Luna's memory 
is so different from our own. Even the composers 
he mentions are unknown to me. He describes the 
noche buena party but makes no mention of food 
or drink. Memory can be very selective which 
makes historya very complicated profession. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
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Wakes, funerals 
and the Pinoy 


DEATH rituals for а Christmas column? I have to admit 1 had 
many second thoughts before doing this column, but then 
deaths and funerals took center stage in this years Pinoy 
Christmas, so it would have been even more inappropriate to 
shunt these events aside. 

On the eve of Fernando Poe Jr's funeral, I got a text from 
ABS-CBN's Catherine Cornell, requesting if I could go to the 
station at 10 p.m, for 
a live interview 
about wakes arid fu- 
nerals in Philippine 
culture. Catherine ” 
has that knack for 
identifying new an- 
gles to a story and 
her request—which, 
unfortunately, 1 
couldn't accommodate because of family obligations—did 
get me thinking about how central to our culture death is, to- 
gether with its rituals. 

Bear with me now as Igo into a long and occasionally anti- 
septic explanation of death rituals before going back to FPJ. 

Necropolitics 

Death rituals are important in all cultures, with one main 
objective: a way to bring together relatives and friends for a 
communal coping with the feelings of grief and anxiety. The 
rituals vary with each culture, reflecting differences in social 
circumstances. Western death rituals, for example, are usu- 
ally very solemn, mainly allowing expressions of grief, 
through ceremonies that are simple, private and brief. In 
contrast, many cultures, including our own, have much more 
elaborate and protracted death rituals, allowing as many 
people as possible to participate. 

‘Our death rituals become public performances with two ek- 
tended objectives. First, it is a chance for different people to 
establish their relationship to the deceased and to stake their 
claims from that relationship. One of the most dreaded fears 
at Filipino wakes is the sudden appearance of the deceased's 
(usually the male's) other families. The emergence of other 
wives, together with the corresponding “Juniors,” is dreaded 
because it means there are more claimants to the inheritance, 
often complicating a situation where—even among the legiti 
mate children—there are already simmering rivalries. 

The second objective of these public performances is for 
the bereaved family to validate their status in society. From 
the language and style of the obituaries to the choices of 
coffins and a burial place, the family is conscious that they 
have to live up to public expectations. Failure to meet those 

vectations could mean losing face while a grand spectacle 
could boost the family's standing. 

"The death of a celebrity or politician is more complicated, 
the death rituals now taking on more public functions. Given 
that FPJ was both actor and politician (albeit a reluctant one), 
it was not surprising that his wake and funeral became, as one 
radio commentator put it, "a last full show." Despite appeals 
from Susan Roces and other relatives to leave politics out, ir 
was inevitable that FPJ's death rituals would be so eminently 
political. Death sparks off politics, necropolitics, within the 
family, and, with a person like FPJ, throughout the nation--the 
mourning mixed with the jostling for status and power. 

When the dead live 

Filipino death rituals are noisy affairs, almost rude and 
blasphemous to the outsider; and they include drinking and 
gambling during the wake. I was myself shocked watching 
FPJ's funeral: you could barely hear Fr. Sonny Ramirez as he 
did the final prayers at the North Cemetery because the back- 
ground noise was deafening, as much as you would hear in a 
wet market, no, ina cockpit. 

‘Observing death rituals gives us many insights into our- 
culture. We deal with misfortune by joking, almost as if to 
trivialize the bad. With death, we become celebratory, liter- 
ally calling on friends to eat, drink and be merry. 

It is almost as if we scoff at death, bringing the dead back 
to life. During FPJ's necrological services, Dolphy trans- 
formed his eulogy into a stand-up comedy act, almost poking 
fun at FPJ. And when former President Joseph Estrada broke 
out in tears while viewing FPJ's remains, the people in the 
church broke out in applause. 

‘Wakes and funerals allow us to involve the dead in acting 
ош and validating social mores. The applause that greeted Er- 
aps weeping was a way of saying, hey, Mister Macho, its okay, 
its admirable for you, and for other men, о ery fora friend. 

Our long-winded eulogies are intended not just to рау 
homage (parangal, in Filipino) to the dead, but to extol the 
ideal, what society wants to see among the living. This was 
where the eulogies for FPJ, stripped of the rhetoric, were im- 
portant as а way of feeling the national pulse. Most striking 
was the way FPJ was praised for his loyalty to friends, his 
magnanimity and simplicity, three traits that I'd always 
thought were incompatible ina Filipino politician. 

In this latest necropolitics, FPJ was presented not as FPJ 
alone but as a contrast to traditional politicians. The popu- 
larity of the story of FPJ's packaging relief goods and his re- 
fusing to have his name attached to the packages should be a 
signal to other politicians, the president especially, of how 
the public defines sincerity and leadership. 

Mass catharsis 

The massive crowd that showed up for FPJ's funeral prob- 
ably included various types, including the plainly curious, 
Generally though, it was the poor, the dispossessed—many 
of them simultaneously FPJ movie fans as well as FPJ-for- 
president supporters—who poured into the streets. У 

Unlike the crowds that flooded the streets for Ninoy 
Aquino's funeral in August 1983, FPJ's mourners were notan 
angry lot, mainly because FPJ was not the victim of violence. 
They were discontented, certainly, but the mourners’ frustra- 
tions converged with a real love for FPJ, which could help to 
explain why trouble did not break out, With such a large 
crowd, provocateurs from the government or from the oppo- 
sition could have easily triggered a bloody melee, as they did 
with Edsa Ш, Wednesday's crowds were unruly and the mar- 
shals were often at wits’ end trying to keep them in place, but 
they were also policing themselves. Our funerals may be fes- 
tive, but they also have their own decorum, in deference ro 
the deceased. 

Тог now, President Macapagal-Arroyo should be thankful 
to FPJ and to Filipino culture: precisely because our oh-so-ir- 
reverent death rituals allow mourning and celebration si- 
multaneously, FPJ's ended up as a timely safety valve, allow- 
ing inass catharsis. The poor have wept for FPJ and for them, 
selves, and feel better—for now. 

FPJ had no heir apparent, and the opposition is sharply di- 
vided by ideology as well as personal ambitions. But, again 
reflecting about necropolities, it was during these nine long 
days of death rituals for FPJ that the nation noted the calm 
strength of FPJ's widow, Susan Roces. The real power play 
might yet be coming, now that the funeral is over, 
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OPINION 


A. 
Useless debate on logging 


1DONT getit. Some kind of prohi- 
bition or limitation on logging has 
always been in place though never 
really enforced. We know, of 
course, that this is due to corrup- 
tion. Why then are Malacafang 
and Congress wasting time debat- 
ing on total or selective logging? 

Shouldn't Malacafang and 
Congress be debating on how to 
end corruption instead? Whats 
the use of new laws when they 
cannot be enforced because of 
corruption? I really don't get it. 
Nakakaloko. 

Take for instance the alleged il- 
legal logging operations in Que- 
20n Province. Why not just send 
investigators there to determine 


Enough with ‘trapos’ ° 


ASKED who will be the next op- 
position leader after the unex- 
pected death of Fernando Poe 
Jr, Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile could 
only mumble (after a long 
pause) the name of ousted Presi- 
dent Estrada who is himself 
barely able to defend himself 
against the various crimes he 
(Estrada) is accused of. It was a 


GMA and Ramadan 


IT intrigues me that there are peo- dan—a holy day for Muslims—as a 
ple who are quick in heaping criti- national holiday A segment of our 
cisms but stingy when it comes to nation is composed of Muslims. 
giving praises. By this act, she showed her re- 
Our President did right in pro- spect for our Muslim brothers and 
aiming the last day of the Rama- their traditions. Perhaps, she did 


what has been going or 

are involved? Once 

mined that there was indeed ille- 
gal logging there, appropriate 
charges should be filed against the 
guilty parties. 

In fact, sending investigators to 
‘Quezon may not even be necessary. 
No illegal logging operation can 
ever take place without the con- 
nivance—or at least the toler- 
ance—of the barangay chair, may- 
or, governor, police director, mili- 
tary commander and the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural 
Resources. (The New Peoples 
Army, being an outlaw, cannot be 
expected to follow the lav.) Mala- 
cafiang and Congress can call these 


people and demand an explana- 
tion. A case of non-feasance, at the 
least, can be fled against them. 

It would be fun watching them 
lie on TV and in Congress. Iraq has 
become boring. The seme story of 
plecemeal mayhem day im, day 
out. Lets have once more some re- 
al action similar to the Erap im- 
peachment! 

By the way, in Cateel, Davao 
Oriental, there is also illegal log- 
ging. May we request Malacafiang 
and Congress to also call the local 
officials, police director, military 
commander and DENR officials 
there? Just a request. 

—GICO DAYANGBIRANG, 
Davao City 


Chain saws 
regulated 


THE INQUIRER recently pub- 
lished a letter from a reader sug- 
gesting the regulation of the use 
and possession of chain saws. 
(PDI, 12/16/04) My understand- 
ing is that Republic Act No. 9175 
already provides for this, specifi- 
cally: 

“Sec. 7. Penal Provisions. (1) 
Selling, Purchasing, Reselling, 
Transferring, Distributing or Pos- 
sessing a Chain Saw Without a 
Proper Permit. Any person who 
sells purchases, transfe 
ship, distributes or otherwise di 
poses or possesses a chain saw with- 
ош first securing the necessary per- 
mit from the Department shall be 
punished with imprisonment of 
four (4) years, two (2) months and 
one (1) day to six (6) years or a fine. 
of not less than Fifteen thousand 
pesos (P15,000.00) but not more 
thirty thousand pesos (30,000.00) 
or both at the discretion of the 
court, and the chain saw/s confis- 
cated in favor ofthe government.” 

The act also contains additional 
and more severe penal provisions 
for actual unlawful use of a chain 
saw. 


patheticsight. 

And it was an unfair statement. 
since there are other more credi- 
ble and younger opposition fig- 
ures, like Sen. Panfilo Lacson or 
Rep. Francis Escudero who come 
across in their public appearances 
with more credibility and charis- 
ma. 

For the sake of the country's fu- 


ture, we need a strong opposition 
to provide alternative programs 
and to serve as a counterbalance 
to the administration. The opposi- 
tion must be led by a man (or 
woman) of vision and integrity. 
Enough with the trapos and recy- 
led politicos. 
—ED DAMES, 
edames cemg@pldrdsl.net 


this to make amends for her ill-ad- 

vised decision to join the unjust war 
ofthe United States against гад. 

—BENJAMINC. DE LA FUENTE, 

1858 Blumentritt St., 

Sta. Cruz, Manila. 


—BILL MITCHELL, 
bill.mitchell@pobox.com 
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Face-saving political gimmickry 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo's 
suspension of all logging permits 
appears to be a face-saving politi 
cal gimmick, not an honest-to- 
goodness drive to protect the frag- 
Пе environment. 

Barely a week before the 
calamity, Ms Arroyo was lauding 
the Supreme Court's volte-face de- 
cision granting transnational min- 
ing companies legal mandate to 
engage in the large-scale plunder 
of our mineral resources, 

The government says that min- 
ing will bring forth a better life 
for the poor. This is belied by the 
experiences of many affected 
communities that have seen min- 
ing cause ecological degradation, 
displacement of indigenous peo- 
ples, greater suffering and dej 
vation and devastation. Even the 
recently concluded Extractive In- 
dustry Review (EIR) commis- 
sioned by the World Bank con- 
firmed that miningcontributedto the Supreme Courts pro-mining 
greater poverty rather than eased decision and the Arroyo administra- 
it. tion's aggressive pro-mining poli- 

The argument citing “sound cies. Indeed, How many more need 
mining practices" is just propa- to suffer devastation before we 
ganda as the mining industry con- come to our senses? 
tinues to inflict destruction on FR. EDWIN А. GARIGUEZ, 
communities around the world. Mangyan Mission, 
‘The most recent reported damage St. Augustine Seminary, 
isthe poisoning of Buyat Bay in In- SVD Road, Tagaytay City 


On the outburst 
of Susan Roces 


SUSAN, may you stay strong and keep your dignity, and please re- 
main wich the people who believed in your husband, Fernando Poe 
Jr. heard the remarks that you made about ABS-CBN and the sta- 
tion deserves to get it from you. 

ABS-CBN, you. should be fair and honest with the Filipino peo- 
ple. I hope you would come to realize that the day might come that 
nobody would patronize your station anymore —May Gallardo, 
47 Ave. B, NY NY 
10009 


donesia, the site of a submarine 
tailing disposal. And we must not 
forget the mining disaster in 
Marinduque, where mine tallings 
continue to poison people. If we 
call unscrupulous loggers terror- 
ists, what do we call the mining 
firm that threatened the survival 
ofthe people of Marinduque? 

The governments suspension 
of commercial logging while it 
promotes largescale mining is 
simply inconsistent and utterly 
ridiculous. The need to keep our 
national policies on environmen- 
tal protection consistent has be- 
come all the more necessary in the 
face of recent calamities, 

We, in Oriental Mindoro, express 
our opposition to the mining opera- 
tion in our watershed, We call on 
the collective force of the Church 
and civil society to join the struggle 
of our people against the far graver 
threat of mining disasters posed by 


Voices 
ON INQ7.NET 


I can understand 
the grief of Susan Ro- 
ces. But she should 
have also considered 
that when her husband entered politics, he became public proper- 
ty and as such he was bound to present his ideas on how to solve 
the problems of the country. But he chose to remain silent and left 
it to his advisers to talk on the issues. Roces must face the music. 
and be happy that some moviegoers and other politicians support- 
ed her husband.—Jun Francisco, Los Angeles, USA 

The comments of Susan Roces and other Poe loyalists about 
politics and the TV stations revealed their true character. They 
have been shown to be power hungry individuals who want to 
use Poe for their personal and political interests.—Ray Santos, 
Dallas, TX, USA 

Textend my condolences to Susan Roces. But] want to share my 
thoughts on her statement denying any plan to enter politics. 
What she said sounded like fighting words (in the political arena) 
to me. Sen. Panfilo Lacson had also said at one time that he har- 
bored no personal ambitions about going into politics. Look where 
heisnow. 

Give Susana few years from now and she will change her color 
She will indeed run, using her husband's political platform. She 
might have said this as well: "There's time for everything. Now is 
mot the right time."—Elmer Valeroso, Sukhumvit Soi 8, 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Iam notan avid fan of President Macapagal-Arroyo. Neither am 
Та die-hard fan of Poe and Susan Roces. But Roces’ hatred of the 
administration is exaggerated and too personal. The criticisms 
hurled at Poe during the electoral campaign were part of the polit- 
ical game and should never be taken too personally 

Leave the hatred buried with Poe and let forgiveness reign 
for the sake of the masses who are always used as sacrificial 
lambs. 

Think Ms Roces, politics and show biz have transformed my 
beloved country into a den of thieves, It’s shameful to live in the 
Philippines with artistas and politicos always grandstanding on TV. 
But its always a pride for me to be a true Filipino who loves ту 
country more than you and the trapos do.—Er Vasol, Industrial 
Area, Phase 5, PO. Box 2143, Jeddah 21451, KSA 

Why does she [Roces] remain sore over Poe's losing the Мау 
elections until now? It was not the fault of the administration that 
Poe died. And the cause of his death was not politics ог politics-re- 
lated. It was God's will. With her outburst, she projected an ugly 
image of herself such that instead of feeling sorry for her, people 
felt disappointed with her. She's not letting go of bittemess and 
anger in her body—Sylvia Gutay, Covina, California, USA 

1 understand that Susan Roces is grieving over the loss of Poe, 
her beloved husband. But she has a very poor appreciation of what. 
is going on in the real world. She sounded like she's blaming her 
enemies—who are they and for what? She should realize that crit- 
icism is the language in politics and there, one doesn't have a 
choice.—George Torres, 19 Calstock Hse, Kennings Way, Lon- 
don SE11 4EW 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquire; you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos, 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
excom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their com- 
plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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What are your hopes and dreams for your 
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Forest protection budget too small 


P4 per hectare per year 
allotted vs illegal logging 


SORSOGON CITY--An environmentalist group expressed 
fears the government would lose its battle against ram- 
pant tree-cutting in Sorsogon province with its measly 
budget of P4 per hectare per year for its campaign to save 
the country's forests, or whatever is left of them. 


‘The Sorsogon Provincial Multi- disabled man and who is just 
Sectoral Forest Protection Com- awaiting retirement. 
mittee made the statement after Aside from the lack of person- 
getting briefing from the Depart- nel, the DENR here also suffers 
ment of Environment and Natural from lack of mobility with only 
Resources which revealed how one rundown vehicle available, 
much the government spends in whichis no match to the vans and 
its drive to save the remaining the trucks being used by trans- 
forests in the province. porters ofillegally-cut lumber. 
Rene Camacho, community Oscar Dominguez, provincial 
environment and natural re- environmentand natural resources 
sources officer, said the govern- officer, admitted that the DENR 
ment was spending a pittance in was really having a hard time ap- 
its campaign against illegal cut- prehending illegal lumber dealers 
ing of trees, making it too diffi- and furniture makers as these are 
cult for them to sustain the drive. beyond their "visitorial powers. 
The computation, he said, was Dominguez said they have to se- 
based on the salaries of the forest сше first a search warrant before 
guards employed by the govern- they could get into the premises of 
ment and the amount allocated for illegal lumber dealers and furniture. 
maintenance and funds for other makers to confiscate their lumber. 
operating expenses being used for Such process is considered te- 
the anti-illegal logging campaign. dious by DENR personnel and = 
‘Camacho disclosed that in Sor- somehow discourages them from A WOMAN in Infanta, Quezon prepares for the holidays despite the tragedy that befell her other areas in Quezon and Aurora 
sogon province, each forest guard pursuing those involved in the il- provinces that were hit by successive typhoons. roimofo : 
covers 7,217 hectares of forest legal lumber trade. 
lands, making it virtually impos- There are also no DENR per- — Despite this, Dominguez said, which have Special Private Land premium lumber and P900 for certification from the mayor thi 
sible for them to wage an effec- sonnel who could conduct regu- they have “a good number” of cas- Timber Permits (SPLTPs) or Private non-premium species. he has no objection to the cutting, «i 
tive campaign against illegal tree lar patrols along the routes be- ез fled in court against suspected Land Timber Permits (PLTPs). Aside from the fees, the appli- and from the governor, a writter? 
cutters. lieved to be used by illegal log- illegal loggers in the province. Dominguez, however, admitted cant also has to secure a certifica- permission to cut the trees. Xi 
e gers in the wee hours of the He also assured that Sorsogon thatthe tedious process in applying tion from the barangay captain... Dominguez said this process efè 
Ideal ratio morning, Dominguez said. is still lucky as it still has sufficient бг SPLTPs and PLTPs as well as the where the trees are located, attest- sures that local officials are fully 
The ideal ratio is one forest  “Weonly havea checkpoint near forest cover, though the forests are high fees being paid for by appli- ing that new trees have been plant- aware of the cutting of trees in their] 
guard for every 500 hectares. the Sorsogon-Albay boundary dur- mostly second growth and mossy. cants for the permits are discourag- ed in the area as replacements. area and the DENR alone should. 
Sorsogon has 36,088 hectares ing office hours," he added. He said most pieces of lumber ing landowners from seeking them. a not be blamed should illegal log? j 
of forest lands but it only has five being sold in the province are be- Не said applicants pay P3,000 Tedious process ging continue. Bobby Labalan, PDI 
forest guards, one of whom isa Cases ing taken from private lands, per cubic meter for permits for He also has to secure a written Southern Luzon Bureau ES 
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Peace panels Jg 
meet quietly 
in Malaysia 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24,2004 | 


COTABATO CITY—Negotiators 
from the government and the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) quietly met 
Lumpur on Monday, 
which both sides agreed to re- 
sume the stalled formal peace ne- 
gotiations as soon as po: 
rebel official said yesterday 

; stalled since 
middle of last year, are expected 
to resume in January: 
Jaafar, MILF political 
chief, said. 

During the meeting, the sixth 
of the exploratory talks, the pan- 
els, headed by chief government 
negotiator Silvestre Afable and 
MILF chief negotiator Mohaqher 

d one of the con- 
in the path to 
peace in Mindanao. 

Ina statement, Maulana Bobby 
Nonto, a member of the MILF 
peace panel, said the pai 
agreed to move forward “to 
move some thorny 
hindered the resumptie 

mmal peace negotia- 


affairs 


describing the recent 

as progressive, said 

that a number of substantial is- 

sues have been resolved during 
the recent exploratory talks. 

"On top of the agenda was the 
Ancestral Domain Aspect of the 
Tripoli Agreement on Peace of 
2001," which the parties recog- 

- nized, Alonto said. 

Alonto said the partiés also 
agreed to activate their res 
tive technical committees and 
subdivided these into four tech- 
nical working groups (TWG) to 
meet and draw up working p 
pers on the following compo- 
ments: Concept of Ancestral Do- 


main, Territory, Governance, and 
Resources. 

Afable and Iqbal, he said, also 
adopted a set of interim guide- 
lines to "isolate and interdict 
criminal groups and syndicates" 
in Mindan; 

Alonto said it was a significant 
step in the panels’ joint efforts to 
immediately put in operation the 
Ad Hoc Joint Action Group (AH- 
JAG). 


the active p 

fighters in running after lawless 
elements in the guerrillas area of 
operation in Mindana 

Malacanang. and the military 
have repeatedly accused the 
MILF of providing sanctuaries to 
operatives of the Jemaah Is- 
lamiya and the Abu Sayyaf, 

The peace negotiators also 
acted favorably on the non-gov- 
ernment organizations’ desire 
for an observer status in the 
peace negotiations, according to 
Jaafar 

He said the guidelines govern- 
ing the tation, participa- 
tion and conduct of observ 
during the formal peace tal 
have also been adopted. 

During the recent explo: 

the government and 
peace panels acknowledged 
significant contribution of t 
ternational Monitoring 
(IMT) in the enforcement of an 
agreement to cease hostilities in 
Mindanao. 

The appreciation was particu- 
larly extended to the leaders of 
Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam and 
Libya for sending in peacekeepers 
"because it really helped prevent 
clashes.” Edwin Fernandes, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


(CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 


“TOOTS SOBERANOVPDI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


The colors of the holiday season start to fill the night sky on Freedom Avenue in Clark, Pampanga as lanterns of different sizes and shapes y 


are pút out to cheer re 


Bish 


BACOLOD CITY—Bacolod Bish- 
ор Vicente Navarra has called on 
the government and rebel forces 
not to vi jiolate their holiday cease- 

and give everyone a peaceful 


veer away from 
violent encounters,” Navarra said 
on Wednesday 
е three da 
г and two reb 
re killed in a clash on Mo 
day between government forces 
and members of the New Peo- 
ples Army (NPA) in Isabela 
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p tells troops, rebels: Give us peaceful Xmas 


10 days—from Dec. 23 to Jan. 2. 
Navarra said Christmas is 
about exultation, hope, faith and 
trust in God despite the calami- 
ties that hit the nation and the 
current hardships 
enced by the peo, 
^ assure the people of my 
prayers and of always being at 
hand to help them," he said, 
stressing that he wants Christ to 
present in the lives of all. 
"Christmas, to my mind, is 
about sharing to make a differ- 
ence in the lives of our fel 
men, said Negros Occidental 
Gov. Joseph Marañon. 


This is true, he added, when 
taken in the context of how life 
vas in 2004. 
were witnesses to a lot of 
both man-made and 
natural. Yer we too have so much 
to be thankful about for the bless- 
ings by God's de- 
ign,” he said. 
Negotiations for 
tween the gover 
munist guerrilla 
lowing the list 
nist Party of th 


the exchange of gun- 
fire, which lasted for two hours. 
encountered foiled 
plan to 
Isabela and nearby Binalbaga 
town. 

Both the government and th 
communist rebels have declared 
a cessation of hostility during the 
holiday season. 

The government's ceasefire 
will last for three weeks--from 
Dec. 16 to Jan. 5 next year. Th 
rebel Christmas truce will be f 


peace be- 
ment and com- 
were stalled fol- 
of the Commu- 
Philippines and 
the New People's Army as terror- 
istorganizations. Carla Gomez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Held last December 22, 2004, PDI Executives headed by President 
& CEO Sandy Romualdez (center) were at hand to draw the winners 
for Inquirer's Guyito Wild Hunt Promo. Also present were (from left 
to right) VP-Marketing Donald Lim, VP-Information Technology 
Garry Libby, SVP-Sales & Marketing Rene Reinoso, DTI Representa- 
tive Virgilio Lamano, VP-Advertising Felipe Olarte.and Associate 
Editor Abel Ulanday. 
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Former general becoming most 
powerful man in Subic freeport 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—A re- 
tired general is emerging as this 
freeport’s most powerful man as 
a new team takes control of 
managing the former American 
naval base and this other pillar 
of the Subic-Clark Growth Cor- 
ridor. 

Retired Maj. Gen. Jose Calim- 
lim has joined the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority and is 
taking on several positions and 
tasks. B 

As the SBMA senior deputy ad- 
ministrator for operations, re- 
tired Мај, Gen. Jose Calimlim 
oversees two major infrastruc- 
tures: The Subic Bay Internation- 
al Airport and the Subic Bay Sea- 
port. 

Calimlim is also president 
of the Freeport Services Corp., 
a government-owned and con- 
trolled firm which provides 
SBMA with personnel now to- 
taling 1,800. 

The retired general (a member 
of the Philippine Military Acade- 
my Class 1968) is also chief of the. 
SBMAs law enforcement, intelli- 
gence and investigation depart- 
ment. 

On top of those jobs, he is also 
head of the $ВМА Task Force 
Anti-Smuggling, which President 
Macapagal-Arroyo created 
through Executive Order No. 
384. 

Сап he get any powerful than 
that? 

Calimlim said the reorganiza- 
tion instituted by SBMA Adminis- 
trator Alfredo Antonio since the 
October takeover delineated 
thoseduties to him. 

During a roundtable discus- 
sion with Ingumer Central Luzon 
correspondents on Dec. 18, Ca- 
limlim admitted that his military 
background and the presence of 
other military men at the zone 
may have created the impression 
that Subic has turned into a garri- 
son state, 

Uhder the administration of 
ousted President Joseph Estrada, 
Calimlim was also key in anti- 
smuggling efforts, even raiding a 
suspected base of smuggling op- 
erations in a province controlled 
by a former friend of the ousted 
president. 

Calimlim said in less than three 
months, he has gathered infor- 
mation on containers bound for 
Clark that are diverted to Makati 
and Manila. 

He said oil products are mis- 
declared to skirt the payment 
of taxes. 


But asked on who the active 
smugglers were at Subic, Calim- 
lim was tight-lipped, saying that 
identifying them would malign 
even their children. 


Malpractices 
First Gentleman Jose Miguel 


moving forward, and making 
gains. We came in because we 
felt we could make a contribu- 
tion, And that is our motivat- 
ing force. We will try to make a 
difference here because our 
country needs it,” Antonio 


As for the retired general in 
whose hands the tasks are 
many and crucial: "Kawawa 
naman ang gobyerno kung di 
natin tutulungan (The govern- 
ment would look pitiful if we 


SUPER BRAND 
PLATINUM 2004 


> Calimlim GENERAL Callmlim in 2000: Hot on the trail 


said. id. е of smugglers then and now. POIFLEPHOTO 


Arroyo, whose name is always 
dropped in smuggling opera- 
tions, has no involvement what- 
soever in smuggling at Subic, Ca- 
limlim said, 

“Every time these people use 
his name, 1 call up FG (Arroyo). 
And he told me that he did not 
consent or he did not want his 
name to be used . . . although he 
knew some of them, they were 
old acquaintances,” Calimlim 
said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
he said, also gave him clear in- 
structions. “She said (we should 
arrest) people who use Mike, 
Mikey (Pampanga Rep. Juan 
Miguel Arroyo) or any member of 
the family. That's the instruction 


are done at the freeport. 

“Trs very difficult to really pin- 
point who are doing this because 
sometimes these people are just 
being used. They are consignes, 
brokers. Frankly speaking, I don't 
know (who's behind the irregu- 
larities),” he said. 

Although the anti-smuggling 
drive has started, Chiqui Lacson, 
SBMA senior deputy administra- 
tor for business, said importa- 
tion has not been stopped or de- 
layed. 

Companies have been import- 
ing through pre-approved import 
permits issued by the administra- 
tion of former Subic chief execu- 
tive Felicito Payumo before the 
court issued an injunction on the 
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pire on Dec. 31, she said. 


Expertise 

As the SBMA is hot on the 
trails of smugglers, SBMA ad- 
ministrátor Antonio said the new. 
SBMA.Doard possesses diverse 
expertise. He said this expertise 
will matter in pushing Subic as 
an investment hub and that it 
should be in terms of importa- 
tion, manufacturing for exports, 
logistics, warehousing and eco- 
tourism. 

By mid-2005, Antonio said the 
new board would have crafted a 
strategic plan built on the poten- 
tials of the freeport: Its location, 
the infrastructures and human re- 
sources. 

“What is important is we're 
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Dolores - San Fernando 
Maharlika Road - Cabanatuan 
Times Square - Subic 

F. Tanedo - Tarlac City 

Nepo Mart - Angeles City 


San Juan St.- Virac 

Rizal Ave. - Puerto Princesa 
Rizal St. - San Pablo 

P. Burgos - Batangas City 
Lipa - Rotonda 

Candelaria - Rizal St. 


Visayas 
North Road - Cebu 

Juan Luna - Cebu City 
"Tabo-an - Cebu City 

Jaro - iloilo 

Capitol Shopping - Bacolod 
Ориз - Maasin 


Mindanao 
Agdao - Davao City 
Bankerohan - Davao City 
Cogon - Cagayan De Oro 
Pioneer St - General Santos 


dh. 


the following branches will be open on Dec. 27 & 30, 2004 from 9:00 am. to 12:00 pm. 


DECEMBER 27 


DECEMBER 30 


Metro Manila North 
8th Ave Grace Park 


Motro Manila East 

SMCily - Fairview 
Greenhills Shopping Center 
Robinson's Galleria 

Noire Dame - Aurora Blvd. 
Meralco Center - Ortigas 
1BM Plaza - Libis 


Motro Manila West 
M. De Santos - laya 


Motro Manila South 
MC Home Depot - Fort Bonifacio 
MRT 3 Ayala 


Luzon North 

Magsaysay - Bagulo 
Castro - Laoag 

Perez - Dagupan 
Cauayan - Isabela 
Bonifacio St. - Tuguegarao 
JP Rizal - Baliwag 

San Agustin - San Fernando 
Sanciangco - Cabanatuan 
Miranda - Angeles 
Olongapo - Rizal Ave 


Luzon South 

Tierra Nueva Alabang 
Vita Mendoza A. Santos 
Binakayan Kawit 
Aguinaldo Hiway - Dasmarinas 
Waltermart Sta. Rosa 
Pacita San Pedro 

Rizal St. Legaspi 

Gen. Luna - Naga 

GM Recto - Lipa 

North Calamba Crossing 
Kumintang - Balangas 
Quezon Ave - Lucena 


Visayas 

Poblacion - Mandaue 

F. Ramos - Cebu City 
Magallanes - Cebu City 
Cebu- Ayala Center 

Rizal Ave - Tacloban 
Mandalagan Lacson - Bacolod 
Central - llollo 


Mindanao 
Bangoy - Davao 

Bajada - Davao 

Pendatum - General Santos 
Velez Cagayan De Oro 


PLUS LLAITH Vantar o ha Pilipina Depos isuranco Corporation. Maximum Depos Insurance for Each Dopostor P281000 
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FPJ widow's plans 


By Carlito Pablo 


THE DIRECTION of the opposi- 
tion orphaned by Fernando Poe 
Jr, will depend to a great extent 
on the plans of his widow, Susan 
Roces, 

“She's the inspiration of the op- 
position right now," former Sen. 
Francisco "Kit" Tatad said yester- 
day in a phone interview. “We will 
wait for word on what she wants few days. 
to do. We have to respect her de- The possibility of Roces filling 
site Poe's shoes was raised as early as 

Asked whether the opposition е campaign for the presidential 
would support Roces if she em- election. 
barks on a political career to fill Ах that time, there was talk 
the void left by its standard-bear- that had Poe been disqualified 
er, Tatad sald the matter was “still from running for president on 
hypothetical.’ grounds that he was supposedly 

То the question of whether the пог à natural-born Filipino, Ro- 
opposition now considered itself ces would have assumed the 
leaderless with Poe's death, Tatad role of opposition standard- 
said: "We have not chosen a bearer. 
paramount leader but the opposi- — Immediately after Poe's death 
Чоп has many leaders.” оп Dec. 14, Sen. Edgardo Angara | i. 1o a 

He said the opposition’s “prime was also quoted as saying some- Pa арена 
concern" had been Poe's “peace- thing to the effect. 


Opposition senators mock oust-GMA plot 


From page Al 


ful and solemn burial 

"It was also the wish of Susan, 
and we respected than" he 
added. 

Tatad, who tried but failed to 
reclaim his Senate seat during 
the May elections and who is 
among President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's harshest critics, said the 
‘opposition would have to dis- 
cuss "directions" within the next 


АРАМ of the late actor Fernando Poe Jr. who was not able to witness the burial of his idol light candles for him at his tomb. онмвокоос 


is close to Malacafiang." peaceful burial of Poe, Senior 
Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil, PNP 
spokesperson, said yesterday. 

He said the decision was also 
prompted by the Communist Par- name the colonels and to specify 
ty of the Philippines declaration their involvement in the alleged 
of a 10-day ceasefire to recipro- plot 
cate the 20-day truce previously He also justified the swift 
declared by Malacanang. downgrading of the AFP' alert 

"The situation is generally status by saying that "the threat 
peaceful nationwide, so police- has already decreased" and "the. 
men can now take time off to normalcy of the situation in the 
spend Christmas with their fami. National Capital Region was re- 
ly he said. stored." 

Bataoil szid he had no knowl- 
edge of the plot announced by 
Gonzalez. 

But he said police intelligence 
operatives were now coordinat- 
ing with Gonzalez and other 
agencies to verify the report an 
if necessary, take action. 

"We respect whatever informa- 
tion is gathered by other govern- 
mentagencies,” he told reporter 

But even PNP intelligence 
rector Robert Delfin said on 
Wednesday that he knew nothing 
ofthe alleged plot. 

“What we know is that there is 
a [New People's Army] liquida- 
tion squad now in Metro Manila 
to kill top military and police o 
cers and politicians in the NPA hit 
list,” he told the кошка. 


AFB too 

The Armed Forces also lowered 
its red alert to white alert, the 
lowest alert level in the military, 
following the peaceful funeral 
march for Poe. 

But it is monitoring the move- 
ments of two colonels involved in 
the supposed destabilization plot, 


Local body to decide payment for Naia-3 builders 


From page Al 


according to Lt. Col. Buenaventu- 
ta Pascual, chief of the AFP Public 
Information Office. 

Pascual, however, declined to 


chief Aglipay said the hundreds 
of policemen put on standby on 
the streets near the funeral route 
could go home. 

He also praised the Poe camp's 
marshals and organizers, saying 
they had done a great job of keep- 
ing their ranks in order. 


On Pimentel remark that the 
plot was a mere product of his 
imagination, Gonzalez said: "If 
Mr. Pimentel does not know what 
1 know, he can probably say that. 
Because some people are always 
pessimistic about statements com- 
ing from the administration, But 1 
am not a person who cries Wolf 
then allows the wolf to come." 


“Name names" 

Senators Jinggoy Estrada and 
Edgardo Angara called on Gonza- 
lez and other Malacanang offi- 
cials not to engage in a witch 
hunt and to immediately identify 
the leaders of the supposed plot. 

“He should name names," said 
Estrada, the eldest son of ousted 
President Joseph Estrada. 

Angara aired a similar remark, 
saying it was incumbent on the 
accusers to name the accused and 
provide proof. 

Pimentel said the allegation 
was "an insult and disservice to 
the millions of people from all 
walks of life who endured a physi- 
cal ordeal to pay their last respects 
to Fernando Poe Jr., without any 
intention of committing any act 
that might ruin the solemnity of 
the occasion or stain his legacy 

He said he saw no motive be- 
hind the disclosure of the sup- 
posed plot except to "disparage 
the massive show of public sup- 
port and affection for the opposi- 
tion's standard-bearer, who is 
widely acknowledged as the real 
winner in the last presidential 
election." 


of a dead person, and they are 
concocting all these stories, then 
they have something to fear. 

"What do they have to fear 
from a dead man? Only those per- 
sons who have sinned have some- 
thing to fear.” 

But according to Gonzalez, he 
is nora person "who cries Wolf!” 

“My basis is intelligence infor- 
mation, which 1 consider to be 
credible,” he said ata press brief- 
ing, later pulling out from a draw- 
er a document marked "Confi- 
dential" and showing it to re- 
porters. 

He added: "1 have my own in- 
telligence unit here, and what we 
[do] is we cross-check with other 
intelligence agencies. But I draw 
my own conclusion. 1 am not an 
expert in intelligence, but we 
study the intelligence. Tam a re- 
serve colonel, so 1 know.” 

Gonzalez appeared on nation- 
al TV on Wednesday morning and 
warned of a conspiracy for an 
"Edsa-type uprising.” He said it 
was still “evolving.” 

He claimed that intelligence 
agents intercepted four conversa- 
tions between an Army colonel 
and an opposition lawyer on the 
alleged plan to oust Ms Arroyo. 

He maintained that the plot 
was for real, saying, for instance, 
that the route taken by the funer- 
al march—Espana Avenue-A.H. 
Lacson  — Avenue-Dimasalang 
Street—was adopted at the last 
minute because the original plan 
was for the march not to pass the 
Mabuhay Rotunda, "a route that 


No charges 

With the crisis having “dissi- 
pated,” the Department of Justice 
is not considering filing charges 
against those involved in the plot, 
Gonzalez said. 

He acknowledged that the mil- 
itary and police had "already 
downgraded the situation.” 


Thing ofthe past 

Poe supporters vowed to con- 
tinue their quest for the truth in 
z KS the May presidential election, but 
Very volatile' denied allegations that they were. 
Tagle said that even at the 
height of the funeral march, there 
had never been a change of plan “I's a fact thatthe situation has 
ortelkof storming Malacafiang. calmed down,” he said. ЧЕ you 

"There was no plan to do any- start doing these things (filing 
thing like that, nor did I heard charges), even if it’s legally cor- 
anyone speak of doing that,” said rect, you'll get attacked left and 
Tagle, who had marched nearthe right by so-called human rights 
carriage carrying Poe's casket. advocates.” 

She said the huge turnout on Вос he insisted that the threat 
Wednesday was a “vindication” remained: “The problem about 
for Poe's bereaved family and for people who are continuing to feel 
herself. adventurism is still there. I would 

But Gonzalez described the reiterate my statement that 
conditions at the funeral as “very are targeting Feb. 25 or May 1. 
volatile, very emotional.” Gonzalez scoffed at warnings 

“So many rabble-rousers there. that he could be charged with 
So many inflammatory state- wire-tapping for listening in on 
ments have been made. So many the conversations of the alleged 
fanatical people. Any small thing plotters. 
that will happen there will create "Ifyou are a party line to a tel 
a lot of fire," he said, adding: phone, you may listen," he seid. 

"It doesnt need explanation “If incidentally you are able to lis- 
thatatthe heightofthe FPJ thing, ten to a discussion with some- 
there was really а crisis situation... body not your wife, that is not 
No one [knew] what was atthe wire-tapping. That is the 
back of their mind.” Supreme Court decision. Wire- 

But before noon on Wednes- tapping is if you intentionally tap 
day, hours after the funeral, PNP a telephone to listen." 


ing of the past. 
Wala nang susunod na Edsa," Rez 
Cortez, head of the National Co- 
ordinating Council of Volunteers 
for FPJ, said hours before Poe's 
funeral. 

Cortez said his group would fo- 
cus its energies on Poe's protest 
case lodged before the Presiden- 
tial Electoral Tribunal because 
“we believe FPJ has the legal 
claim" to the presidency. 

“We cannot accept what they, 
are saying, that the case has be- 
come moot and academic be- 
cause FPJ is dead,” said Burch 
Cadsawan, leader of the FPJ 
Movement for President. 

But Cadsawan said his group 
was still unclear about its future 
plans. “Its too early ro say. We have 
just lost our leader,” he said sadly. : 

“What is important is for the 
truth [about the election] to 
come out," he added. With re- 
ports from Christian V. Esguer- 
ra, Alcuin Papa and Fe Zamora 


Downgraded alert 

Despite Gonzalezs warning, 
the Philippine National Police 
downgraded its alert status to 
heightened level effective 
Wednesday midnight. 

PNP Director General Edgar 
Aglipay made che decision to al- 
low policemen to rest during the 
holidays, especially after the 


manipulate the compensation was virtually completed in 2002. 
that would be eventually adjudi- Two senators from opposite 
cared.” sides of the political fence called 
She said the government had for the opening of the terminal, 
acted in "bad faith” by taking but they said Piatco and Fraport 
over the terminal, even while ne- must be paid just compensation. 
gotiations with the consortium Administration Sen. Richard 
were still being pursued. Gordon said he favored the im- 
The government, backed by the mediate opening of Naia-3 be- 
Supreme Court, earlier annulled cause the country "badly needs a 
the operating contract with Piatco, modern airport to boost tourism 
saying the 1998 document signed and economic activities.” 
by the previous govemment of Gordon, chair of the Senate 
Joseph Estrada had been disadvan- committee on government cor- 
tageous to the government. porations and enterprises, rec- 
The terminal has been left un- ognized that state had the pow- 
used since major building work er to expropriate assets in the 


interest of the public. 

However, he cautions that the 
expropriation of the terminal by 
the government might send a 
wrong signal to international in- Enrile also stressed the need to 
westors, who might balk at doing immediately open the airport. 
business in the county But the, government must 
again—afraid to suffer the same study the takeovers impact on 
fate of Naia-3's builders. foreign investment, relations 

To reassure international in- with countries involved in the 
vestors, Gordon asked Malacafiang project and commitment under 
to pay full and just compensation international treaty, which Fra- 
tothe consortium that built the ter- port is now invoking to protect its 
minal within the six months that it interests, Enrile said. 
intends to finish work at Naia3 to Не said the country could face 
make it operational. sequestration of its assets abroad 

He also stressed that govern- should the final ruling by the ICSID 


. Guinness lists RP ... 


was actually lower than the estimated 100,000 
that flocked to the Quirino Grandstand for the 


ment should operate the facility 
only until after it had fully paid 
the consortium. 

Opposition Sen. Juan Ponce 


favor the consortium. He sald ex; 
propriation was subject to the pay- 
mentof just compensation. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said President Macapagal-Arroyo 
was “heartened by the over 
whelming positive response” to 
the takeover of Naia-3 from dif 
ferent sectors. 

Bunye said the President had 
ordered the Office of the Solicitor 
General to continue its efforts to 
reach an amicable settlement to 
reimburse Piatco and Fraport fof 
their investments. Reports from 
AFP Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and 
Michael Lim Ubac 


the government of breaking the 
Jaw in expropriating the termi- 
nal, and dismissed the down pay- 
ment as insufficient. 

Fraport repeated its demands 
for financial compensation in a 
Jong-running legal battle that is 
currently before the World 
Bank's International Center for 
Settlement of Investment Dis- 
putes (ICSID). 

Ina separate statement, Piatco 
lawyer Liwayway Vinzons-Chato 
warned that the government 
‘could vandalize the terminal “to 
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TENS of thousands of health buffs Joined the Department of Health's Healthy Living Exercise at the Quirino Grandstand in 
'ebruary. The aerobics class has been recorded as the largest in the world by the Guinness Book of World Records. romero 


« 


"Largest Aerobics Demonstration/Class." 

The country holds other Guinness World 
Records, such as Most Couples Kissing Simul- 
taneously, Longest Snake, Longest Horns, 
Smallest Freshwater Fish, Shortest Adult Actor 
ina Leading Role, Most Widespread Computer. 
Virus, Largest Papal Crowd and Largest Shoes. 

"We did it, but it would not have been possi- 
ble if not for the all-out support from different 
sectors, such as the academe, business, phar- 
maceuticals group, the nongovernment orga- 
nizations and other government agencies,” 
Dayrit said ina statement. 

The mass aerobics exercise kicked off the 
national healthy lifestyle campaign spearhead- 
ей by the Department of Health to prevent the 
emerging lifestyle diseases, wh 
the top causes of death in the Philippines. 

Simultaneous aerobics demonstrations 
were also held in Davao, gathering 10,500 par- 
ticipants, and in Cebu, with 23,000 people. 

The 48,188 participants recorded in Manila 


* BEST COPY AVAILABLE" 


event. 
‘The government's healthy lifestyle campaign, 
dubbed "Mag-HL Tayo!" integrates the DO'S 
antismoking program, regular physical activity 
and weight control, healthy diet and nutrition, 
stress management and regular checkup, 
Dayrit said the campaign emphasized thé 
need for Filipinos to practice a healthy lifestyle 
and for policymakers to provide an environ 
ment supportive of healthy lifestyle practices. , 
Exercising moderately 30 minutes a day can re; 
duce the risk of developing degenerative diseases 
of the hear, liver and kidney, diabetes, hypenen« 
sion and cancer according to health expers. — , 
Heart disease killed 55,830 Filipinos in 
1998, making it the leading cause of mortality 
in the country, Cancer ranked fourth; diabetes, 
eighth; and kidney failure, 10th, 
"The DOH noted that many of the leading 
nuses of death among Filipinos were lifestyle 
diseases that could have been avoided with the 
observance of a healthy lifestyle, 
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Xmas not Number coding scheme lifted 


merry 
for judge Г Good, bad news on expressways 


ie By Margaux C. Ortiz respite would be repeated on Pastor Ramos in an earlier inter- 

By Luige A. del Puerto and Clarissa S. Batino Dec. 31 to Jan. view. 

i But that is where the good РМСС spokesperson Cheche 

“CHRISTMAS Day would be any- 1 GO AHEAD, drive. news ends. Chavez said the state-run toll op- 
thing but merry for Judge Julia The Metropolitan Manila De- Effective 6 a.m. of Jan. 1, the erator also asked the TRB to al- 

Reyes of the Pasig City Metropoli- velopment Authority (MMDA) PNCC would be collecting higher low the NLEX to raise the fee to 

an Trial Court. said yesterday that the number toll fees along the SLEX. 71 centavos per kilometer. 

The Supreme Court, ín an en 4 coding scheme would be suspend- Тће toll rates along the МЕХ But the TRB said it would just 
banc decision, suspended Reyes ed today, Dec. 27, 30 and 31. are unchanged until the Lopez- wait for the petition of the Manila 
‘bn Dec. 14. The order, which "These were declared holidays owned consortium completes the North Tollways Corp., the Lopez- 
tame out Wednesday, was issued he and the number coding scheme is upgrade of the highway early led joint venture with the PNCC 
following complaints of abuse of pede automatically suspended on such nextyear. which is set to take over opera- 
power by Prosecutor Romana special days,” said Angelito Vergel Тһе PNCC had sought a 29- tions of the NLEX in early 2005. 
Reyes, branch stenographer Armi de Dios, executive director of the centavo per kilometer hike in toll ММТС had said that toll fees 
Flordeliza, and clerk of court MMDA Traffic Operations Center. fees along the SLEX, but the Toll along the NLEX could go up by 
Timoteo Migrino. 5 Vergel de Dios cautioned mo- Regulatory Board only approved about 380 percent once it takes 

Judge Reyes had sent all three тогыз that they were expecting а 4-centavo per kilometer in-_ over the expressway to allow the 
court workers to jail in the last heavy traffic this afternoon until crease, which would raise fees to` private group to recover its $371 
few weeks. late evening because of people 56 centavos per kilometer. million investment and to pay its 

“The Court resolved, upon the doing their last-minute shopping. The PNCC said it wanted toin- creditors. 
recommendation ofthe Court Ad- ‘Although the roads may be less crease the toll fee per kilometer “The agreement with the TRB 
ministrator, to preventively sus- congested for the rest of the holi- along the SLEX to 81 centavos was that we would reduce the toll 
pend Judge Julia R. Reyes as Pre- days, Vergel de Dios said traffic from the current 52 centavos per increase this year provided they 
siding Judge of MTC Branch 69, could be problematic around km. would allow usto recover in 2005. 
Pasig City, effective immediately malls and carnivals. At the same time, the tollway We originally asked for 72 cen- 
and until further orders from this : = ‘On the South Luzon and North regulator allowed the PNCCSky- tavosbutthey asked us to rollback 
court,” the one-page decision ^ Luzon Expressways, toll collection way Corp. to increase the toll fee to 52 centavos," noted Ramos. 
said. NOT BATMAN'S NEMESIS will be beh vase the along the Skyway by P1O and the ‘The TRB said toll fees would go 
n Philippine National Construction PEA Tollway Corp. to hike the up by P10 along the Skyway and 
the police to arrest Prosecutor | broughtto the country by Ecos Environmental Foundation, a Corp. (PNCC) announced yester- rate by P3 effective Jan. 1. by P3 along Coastal Road for cars 
Reyes (пога relation) for indirect | nongovernment, environmental organization whichisholdinga | day “We are not happy with thein- and jeeps. The resulting increases 
contempt of court. The prosecu- | summit in Manila for the protection of the ozone layer. The PNCC said it would not collect crease the TRB gave us. Itis very would double for buses and 
tor cared the judge's ire after | penguinsare on display in Harrison Plaza, Manila. fees from 10 p.m. of Dec. 24 until insufficient. We will ask them trucks and triple for large trucks 


failing to follow an order to sub- 6 a.m. of Dec. 25. The eight-hour to reconsider,” said PNCC chair and trailers. 
mit for inquest a case against Mi- 


grino, who was sent to jail for al- 


£75" Manila court junks suit vs Noli Gift explodes, hurts 


Prosecutor Reyes had failed to 
appear in court several times, but gy Tarra V, Quismundo been implicated in a crime by made it appear that he was the d t 1 M К: ti C 1 
eee ee heen теней ina wine pr mie mer ta ea doctor in Makati City 
edes: was eed by the WHAT better Yuletide gift to give television show, Magandang and killing of his wife. 
judge for refusing to obey an or. Ùe country's No, 2man? Gabi Bayan. х But Reyes said the case lacked у У 
Па: Maybe this one that сате Rafael Engle, detained for 1 basis. Engle's ar- By Margaux C, Ortiz Christmas. From Angel: 

“judge Reyes had also ог though an order dated Dec. 20 more than seven years before he his wife's kidnapping and .. Тһе unsuspecting doctor re- 
dered the detention of a lawyer from a Manila court dismissing a was acquitted of the murder and murder, the court said, was based BE CAREFUL what you open this moved the wrapping and was cut- 
and a woman who declined to P150 million civil suit filed kidnapping of his wife in January noton that episode of De Castro's Christmas. ting the tape when it blew up. 
be Identified far co d tO against Vice President Noli de 2003, filed the civil suit against program, but on evidence that. Joselito Sinchioco, 42, ап ob- Police said the box contained 

* чеш ы co temp Castro. de Castro in April 21. the National Bureau of Investiga- stetrician and gynecologistatAD- two batteries, wires, electrical 
Court: ag to the decision, the ,, Through an order dated Dec. — In his civil suit that sought а tion had gathered. SEM Building, No. 18 J.P Rizal tape, styrofoam and a shattered 
AE 8 o the deckion, weg 20, Manila Regional Trial Court payback for what he had called a The court also said that the Ext, Barangay Cembo, was hurt black plastic container that had 
pera wile imagine! We: Branch 36 Judge Wilfredo life ruined by De Castro, the for- damage suit was filed too late, аз when а gift wrapped bomb ex- contained firecracker powder. | 

complained against werenot” Reyes threw out a complaint mer businessman alleged that a the period allowed by law for plodedin his hand. Because of the incident, a police 

She added shat the metropoli- ава de Castro filed less than television episode aired in such a case to be filed in court Police said an unidentified man official warned people against re- 
tan court had already struck out 2 month before the May elec- September 1995 by De Castro and be pursued laterina trial had delivered the gift. B ceiving gifts from unknown 
Мык fro the payal tions by a man claiming to have had put him in a bad light, and lapsed five years ago. А поге on the box said, “Merry sources. 


Only 2 firemen responded 


By Nancy C. Carvajal. Bautista said. guna Plastics Corporation 
“There wasnosenseorur- factory along the East Service 
FIRE victims were enraged gency (in the fireman),” she Road in Sucat, Parahaque. 


Wednesday night when two lamented. Employees of the factory 
firemen armed with a leaky And when the fireman got owned by a certain Elena Lim 
hose were the first to come to to turn on the hose, little wa- were reportedly having their 
their call. у = 


ter came out because the Christmas party when the 

Clarita Bautista, owner of hose was riddled with leaks. ^ blaze began. 
the gutted two-story duplex Тһе arrival of volunteer Over in Makati, a section 10 AM to 12 Midnight” 
at 67 Carmen St., Sta. Rita firemen from the Chinese ofthe National Homes Mort- 

Village, said her house could community did little to save gage Finance Corporation of- Жж أ‎ worl Trade Center Metro Manila 
have been saved had the fre. Bautista's home, which by fice at 104 Amorsolo Street, чаар, 
men responded properly. then was already gutted. Legaspi Village, burned in an A * 

‘She related that alone fire. Later, Parafiaque fire mar- hourlong incident before Except; Dec. 24: 10 AM - 10 PM 
man and the firetruck driver shal Leonides Perezarrived at dawn yesterday. Dec 25: 12 NN - 12 MN 
from the City Fire Depart- the scene. Witnesses said he SFO} Reynaldo Gonzales 
ment arrived within minutes appeared to be drunk. said security guards sta- 
after the fire broke out at He was caught on video tioned at an adjacent build- 
about 10:30 p.m. inside а giggling by a television crew ing smelled burning wires at 
room on the second floor of of GMAT. 1:25а.т. 
her house, “The fire was already un- ‘Watchmen then saw flames 

"The blaze was sparked by der control when 1 wasjoking come out and quickly spread 
ап old television set that re. with volunteer firemen,” inside the building, destroy- 
portedly blew up after it was Perez told the Inquirer in а ing a million pesos worth of Activities for Today 
left on for along time. telephone interview. Damage office supplies and equipment 

"Instead of rushing to put was put at P1.5 million. at the salary deduction office 
ош the fire, the lone fireman Yesterday afternoon, fire oftheagency. With а report 
took his own sweet time,” also erupted at the Solid La- from Margaux С. Ortiz 


Just this month, Reyes ordered | Children view with delight three of six year-old pen, 


102m Viva Video “Sesame Street 
-A Sunny Day 
Christmas” 
“Meet the 
Muppets Live” 
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agree on terms 
of title rematch 


By Recah Trinidad 


FTER GETTING solid assur- 

ance on his purse, Manny 

Pacquiao yesterday signed 
his contract to fight WBA/IBF 
featherweight champion Juan 
Manuel Marquez of Mexico again 
next February. 

Pacquiao, the Ring Magazine featherweight 
champion, quibbled over the terms of an adden- 
dum to his mother contract with intemational 
promoter Murad Muhammad pertaining to the 
Yematch against Marquez, who escaped with a 
‘controversial split draw despite being decked 
three times by Pacquiao in their first fight in Las 
Vegas. 


H 


THEROAD to the much-anticipated rematch between Manny Pacquiao and Juan Manuel Marquez 
(left) has finally been smoothened by the contract signing with HBO. т 


7 "The rematch against Marquez was put in јеор- 
ardy this week after Pacquiao, as reported by 
broadcaster Ronnie Nathanielsz, declined to sign 
she new contract which stated that he would be 
paid $900,000 for a rematch against Marquez “or 
a bout against another credible opponent.” 
Pacquiao was displeased over what had hap- 
pened when the promised $1.5 million fee to fight 
Erik Morales last year was reduced to $700,000 
after he ended up fighting Marquez last May. 


Two-fight contract 

"The RP ring hero had refused to sign the fight 
contract delivered by his business manager, Rod 
Nazario, to GenSan on Friday where Pacquiao cel- 
brated his 26th birthday. 

1 Pacquiao, however, felt assured yesterday fol- 
lowing a change in terms on the two-fight con- 
tract. 

^ "The phrase “a bout against another credible 
opponent" has been changed to “a bout againstan 
‘opponent acceptable to HBO.” 

This means that, if and when any of the two 
prospective Pacquiao opponents—Marquez and 
Morales-—couldn fight, HBO will decide on a 
credible opponent. 

НВО directly pays the purses of the fighters in 
major cards it presents. 

“Everything has been clarified, and all par- 
ties—Pacquiao, HBO, Murad—agreed to the 
terms,” Nathanielsz, who helped revive the dwin- 
ding negotiations, told the Ingumen. 

The same contract stipulates that Pacquiao 
would be paid $1.750 million co fight Morales in 
July. 

HBO Sports senior vice president Kery Davis 
said the dause “credible opponent” was to ensure 
that Pacquiao doesn't lose the date and the chance 
tofightsomeone else for the same purse. 

Murad, who was in Manila recently, explained 
that only HBO would decide on whether or not 
the substitute opponent is acceptable. 

What happened last year was, alter Pacquiao 
had beaten Marco Antonio Barrera, the promised 
fight against Morales was suddenly scrapped 

Pacquiao was supposed to have received $1.5 
million had he fought Morales. 

He was instead forced to fight Marquez and 
"was paid a purse reduced by more than half. 

By Murads reckoning, Marquez was not a 
credible opponent. 

Marquez, a superb counter-puncher and mas- 
ter ringman, proved Murad wrong. 

Pacquiao said he lost $800,000 only because of 
‘one man's wrong opinion. 

‘Av least its now HBO, holder of the money bag, 
and not Murad which will decide whether or not 
Pacquiao's opponent is credible or not. 
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IN his prime, Alvin Patrimonio was the 
recipient of numerous major awards 
from the Philippine Sportswriters Associ- 
ation (PSA). 

Now even in retirement, the 6-fo0t- for- 
mer Mapua Cardinal and many-time na- 
tional player, considered one of the greatest 
of his generation, still found a way to be in- 
cluded in the honor roll of the country’s old- 
est media organization when it fetes the top 
achievers in sports in the year 2004. 

For being one of the Philippine Basket- 
ball Associations only two four-time Most 
Valuable Players who redefined power play 
at the low post, the 38-year-old Patrimonio 
has been chosen by the 90-member associa- 
tion as the recipient of its Presidential 


. SPORTS... 
PSA confers Presidential Award on Patrimonio 


Award during its Annual Awards Night on 
Jan. 13 at the Manila Pavilion. 

Patrimonio is just one of the more than 
60 athletes and entities, led by Sports- 
man and Sportswoman of the Year Man- 
пу Pacquiao and Jennifer Rosales, to be 
honored in a simple, 90-minute program. 
sponsored by Red Bull, Agfa Colors, Pho- 
tokina, Pagcor, San Miguel Beer, the 
Philippine Sports Commission and aired 
over NBN-4. 

‘The shy soft-spoken power-forward was 
the PSA major awardee in pro basketball in 
1991, '93 and '97 and honored as best in 
amateur basketball in 1987. 

The man dubbed “The Captain” formally 
retired from playing after a colorful, 17- 


year career spiked by several league 
records, including four MVP honors, and in- 
clusion in the PBAS 25 Greatest Players list. 

A long, arduous battle against an injury 
inhis left knee was the major reason the 12- 
time All-Star cited for his abrupt decision to 
finally hang his ever popular No. 16 jersey 
with Purefoods, 

But there was no doubt Patrimonio won 
alotof wars in the course of his pro career. 

He was adjudged MVP in 1991, 1993; 
1994 and 1997 to follow in the footstep of 
the legendary Ramon Fernandez as one of 
‘only two players to win the league's highest 
individual award. 

Aside from the MVP plums, Patrimonio 
also has six achievement awards (15,000, 


10,000 and 5,000 points, 2,000 defensive 
and 1,000 offensive rebounds and 2,000 as- 
siss). 

Олу he and Fernandez have logged at 
Teast 30,000 minutes of playing and is one 
of only four players who have a career total 
ofat least 6,000 rebounds. 

Just before his retirement, Patrimonio is 
already the holder of the league's record for 
most consecutive games at 596, snapped 
only after he opted to sit Purefoods 93-91 
victory over Alaska in the current Grand 
Matzdor-PBA Philippine Cup. 

Throughout his pro career Alvin only 
had Purefoods fora team. 

He led the Hotdogs to 11 finals appear- 
ances and six championships, the last of 
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which came in the 2002 Governors Cup un- 
der present coach Ryan Gregorio, 

“Ive fought a good fight, finished the 
race and kept the faith. 165 now time to 
moveon,” he said, 

In 1991, Patrimonio inked a P25 million 
contract with the Hotdogs, a deal that 
paved the way for superstar-milionaires in 
the pro league. 

Ayear earlier, he was selected as member 
of the first ever all-pro team to compete in 
the Asian Games. 

Alvin played on two more PBA national 
squads to the Asiad in 1994 (Hiroshima) 
and 1998 (Bangkok). 

Patrimonio is currently the Purefoods 
team manager. 


Eala picks RP quintet 
head coach Dec. 29 


By June Navarro 


HE GUIDANCE of his prede- 
cessors will be the final piece 
in the national team coach- 

ing puzzle PBA commissioner Noli 

Ealais trying to solve. 

Eala said he would first seek valuable insights 
from former commissioners Rudy Salud and Jun. 
Bernardino before announcing his choice of the 
Philippine team coach to the members of the 
leagues board of govemors in a special meeting 
on Dec 29. 

“Seeking their (Bemardino and Salud) advice is 


: the only thing left before the league makes its 


— 


PASAN 


choice” said Eala after sifting through the pro- 
posed programs of the four coaching aspirants. 

Fala had earlier asked Coca-Cola's Chot Reyes, 
Joel Banal of Talk “М Text, Alaska's Tim Cone and 
Yeng Guiao of Red Bull to come up with a written 
program on how they intend to run the national 
team for the next four years, if chosen as head 
coach. 

"А major part of my decision will be based on 
their thoughts. I believe it is more objective than 
the interview part,” said Eala. “There's nothing fi- 
nal yet but you might be surprised when the PBA 
announces its decision.” 

‘The PBA has agreed to assume responsibilty in 
forming, funding and preparing the national quin- 
tet for the Asian Basketball Confederation (ABC) 
championship and other international events, ex- 
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EALA: Surprise in store. 


‘cept the Asian Games, stating next year under a 
memorandum of agreement it recently signed 
with the Basketball Association of the Philippines. 

Eala had already talked to two of the four 
teams whose head coaches are involved in the 
race, but declined to divulge the details pending 
the special meeting of the PBA Board of Governors 
оп Dec. 29.— 

He said he would be spending the holidays 
preparing the formal report on his decision, which 


he will present and defend before the board dur- 
ing the same meeting. 

“1 dont expect to get a unanimous decision 
from the board but you might be surprised when 
D-day comes; said Eala. 

All of the candidates have already experienced 
coaching the national team. 

Cone, however, owns a longer resumé after 
steering a PBA allstar team to the bronze medal in 
the 1998 Asian Games, 

Reyes and Guiao had served as assistant coach- 
es to different national squads eariy in their ca- 


теп. 

Banal is the only one without big international. 
coaching experience. He did wear the national 
colors several times as a player. 

Eala also gota piece of advice from San Miguel 
Beer coach Jong Uichico, who steered the RP team 
composed of PBA stars to a fourth-place finish in 
the 2002 Busan Asiad. 

“He told me to consider experience above any- 
thing else. But he also said that since its a four- 
year term, the relatively inexperienced coach 
could learn the ropes of international coaching af- 
terthe first year” said Eala. 

Next year's ABC is set in Doha, Qatar with the 
top two teams qualifying for the world champi- 
onship in Japan in 2006. The winner and runner- 
up in the 2007 АВС clinch slots to the Bejing 
Olympics in 2008. 

The BAP väll take care of the country’s Asiad 
participation 2006 with the help of isiongigme- 
‘supporter, Cebuana Lhuillier -~ 


MARLOU Aquino of Sta. Lucia barrels his way past the defenses of 


Red Bull's Omanzie Rodriguez and Jimwell Torion in the Realtors" 
105-84 clubbing of the Barako Wednesday night... #ususronacwz 


POC forms committees Tan Ho bags 


Winners of the Samsung Amateur Tour final qualifying leg pose with 
Professional Sports Management Group's Boy Blue Ocampo, Cebu 
Country Club VP Bugs Unchuan, CCC general manager Sammy 
Darza and Luz Watin of Samsung. The winners are Nestor Mendoza 
(men's class C), Eric Deen (men’s championship), Raymond Garcia 


Bejar (Class B), Sandra Smits (ladies Class B) and Gi 


Саз). 


(men's Class A), Mike Jo (men's Class В). In the front row are Frank 
Yap (ladies. 


INCOMING Philippine Olympic Committee 
president Peping Cojuangco yesterday ex- 
pressed optimism that he has formed a “hard- 
working" POC team that will help the Philsoc. 
prepare for the 2005 Southeast Asian Games. 

Cojuangco said officials picked for ће dif- 
ferent committees are tried and tested work- 
ers who have had lengthy planning sessions 

him even before he ran for the POC pres- 
lency last November. 

"These are not ceremonial committees we 
put up,” said Cojuangco, who formally starts 
his four-year POC term on New Year's Day. 
“Our people there are committed to work for 
thesake of Philippine sports.” 

Leading the major committees are Rep. 
Monico Puentevella (weightlifting) for mem- 
bership, Bert Lina (cycling) for arbitration, 


Harry Angping (softball) for technical, Rey- 
naldo Jaylo (judo) and Benny Gopez (golf) as 
co-chairs of ethics and Go Teng Kok (athletics 
and chess) in ways and means. 

Al Fernandez of athletics was named ways 
and means vice chair, Ed Ponce of karatedo as 

е chair of arbitration, Sonny Lim of body 
building as vice chair of membership and vol- 
leyball's Roger Banzuela as vice chair of tech- 
nical committee. 

Also named to key positions were Cynthia 
Carrion for women in sports, Ding Tanjuatco 
for constitution and by-laws, Graham Lim for 
referees/judges, Red Dumuk for sports for all 
Sim Chi Tat for sports and environment, Sul- 
tan Jamalul Kiram for cultural committee and 
Quini Boy de Tagle for corporate communica- 
tions. Marc Anthony Reyes 


Paragua sister plunges into local chess scene 


‘THERE'S another Paragua in the chess 
scene, 

Following in her brother's footsteps, 
6-year-old Gem Hanna Callano Paragua 
will be competing for the first time in a 
chess tournament when she joins the 
Epifanio V Guillermo Chess Tourna- 
ment. 


Gem is the sister of GM-candidate 
Mark Paragua, the most bemedaled Fil- 
ipino athlete in the 2003 Southeast 
Asian Games in Vietnam. 

“I see in her the same thing I saw in 
Mark when he was first starting out," 
said Ric Paragua, the father of the 
chessers. 


“There's a good chance she can fol- 
Tow in her brother's footsteps.” 

Other early participants in the up- 
coming chess festival's 2050-below kid- 
dies tournament are Robert Franz 
Grafil, Jeric and Jasmine Principe and 
Mare Christian Nazario. 

‘The tournament is slated at 10 a.m. 


at the SM City Marilao in Bulacan, with 
Mark Paragua expected to grace the 
opening ceremonies. 

The tournament, an anti-drug addic- 
tion and sports development project, is 
divided in three sections: under-10 
орел, under-14 open and 2050 and be- 
low. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


2nd crown 


UNSEEDED Joshua Tan Ho pulled off a 6-1, 6- 
2 upset win over fourth seed Ryan Daza last 
Wednesday to pocket the boys’ 18-under title 
in the 7th Armando Manzano Memorial Cup 
age-group tennis tournament at the Ynares 
Socio-Cultural Sports Center in Pasig City. 

Те was the second straight title for Tan Ho, 
who is now training under former Philippine 
Davis Cupper Manny Tecson. Last week, he beat 
Jandrick de Castro in the Olivarez Age-Group 
"Tennis Championships. 

Fourth seed James Murrell bagged the 16-un- 
der title over top seed Daniel Luis Macalino, 6-3, 
6-0, while Jonathan Murrell won the 14-under 
title over fourth seed Kim Ivor Saraza, 6-2, 6-4. 

in other results, unranked Christian Lee 
stunned third seed Jose Lorenzo Ferrer, 6-2, 5-7, 
62, to inch the 12-under title. 

Та the boys doubles category, William and 
James Murrell ourplayed Jonathan Murrell and 
Joshua Tan Ho, 6:3, 6-4, for the 18-under title 
while Mark Bale and Peter Parian downed 
Patrick Arevalo and Akio Hari Ong Sy, 6-3, 63, to 
capture the 14-under tile. 

In the girls division, second seed Kristel 
Samala beat Melissa Orteza, 6-4, 7-5, to win the 
l&under tile while top seed Trudy Gine 
Amoranto defeated second seed Julie Em Botor, 


75, 6-1, to claim the 16-under tide, 


ТАМ glad to hear that Joseph Dumuk 
will join the work force of the Organiz- 
ing Committee for the 2005 SEA Games 
that we are set to host in November. 
Joseph himself broke the news to me in 
а note he sent on Wednesday. 

‘To those not in the know, Joseph, one 
of the brightest sons of San Fernando, La 
Union, did a splendid job the last time 
the country hosted the Games in 1991. 
At that time, Joseph almost single-hand- 
edly handled the medal tabulation, pro- 
ducing an almost flawless style of work 
that became the envy of many mathe- 
maticians in the land. With Joseph in 
command, not a single medal had been. 
lost, misplaced. 

Below is his letter to confirm his in- 
volvement in the Games. 

“Dear Pareng Al, 

"I suppose you are in tip-top shape 
now after being recharged in Man- 
gatarem. I was in Manila yesterday to at- 
tend a planning session of the Organiz- 
ing Committee of the 2005 SEA Games. 


Family togetherness 


Red told me to call you so I called you. 
Anyway, 1 might be spending more time 
in Manila starting next month. 

"The year about to close was kind of 
good to me and my family although 
there were some setbacks, too. Some of 
the things lam happy about are the won- 
derful performances of MARK PARAGUA 
and CHARDINE CHERADEE CAMACHO 
(No. 5 in the World Youth Chess Champi- 
onships in Athens Girls-10 years and un- 
der group). Another is the twin wins of 
my favorite golfer, TIGER WOODS, in his 
last tournaments. 

"To celebrate, lam sending yortby JRS 
two books by HARVEY PENICK with Bud. 
Shrake— Lessons and Teachings from a 
Lifetime in Golf and The Game for а. 
Lifetime: More Lessons and Teatbings. I 
hopeyouwillenoythem. — ©, 

“Your kababayan, HARIDAS PASCUA, 
is the overall champion of the RIMAT ТЇ 
AMIANAN Kiddies Chess Champi- 
‘onships | organized lately 

*] close with our family’s warmest 


SPECTATOR F3 

a 
а 
greetings for the season and best wishes 
for the new year. May The Lord continue 
showering on you and your loved ones 
His bountiful blessings!" 


“Toy nanumo a gayyem mo, 
Joseph” 


ALS. 
Mendoza 


1 learned from Joseph that the guy 1 
had talked to at the Los Angeles/Tom 
Bradley Intemational Airport some 
weeks back, Victor Ortega, is now the 
governor of La Union. Shame on me, 1 
never knew. 

Anyways, the governor and 1, who 


haven't seen each other for quite some 
time, had a short, but sweet, conversa- 
tion as the former congressman was on 
his way to Mexico to link up with GMA. 1 
was homeward bound when we had the 
chance encounter at the airport hallway. 
Tn his usual warm manner, Governor Vic- 
tor talked to me as though 1 had been a 
long-lost brother to him. 

Please send my regards to the gover- 
nor and his family, Joseph? To Mayor 
Mary Jane, too, of San Fernando? 

Tunderstand Governor Urros, the man 
Cong. Victor has replaced as the 
provinces chief executive, is now the 
ambassador to Mexico. 

Indeed, La Union teems with brilliant 
people. Wasn't the late Mariano "Lakay 
Anno" Flores of Pagdalagan, the hubby 
‘of my father's sister, Nana Dolor, dubbed 
“the Public Works secretary without a 
Palace appointment" during his stint as 
division engineer in the sixties in Region 
1? 
=` But then, Lakay Anno is another story. 


My family and 1 condole with the 
loved ones of Ike Belo, the best friend of 
Grappa's owner Bert Bravo. Ike died yes- 
terday after falling to recover from a 
stroke on Dec. 16. Ike was the president 
of the Ingumex in 1991-92, His remains 
lie at the Sanctuario de San Antonio, 
Forbes Park, Makati 

This being the day before Christmas, 
the birthday of our dearest Jesus Christ, 
let us pause and celebrate the occasion 
with family and other kin for that is the 
real essence of the season: Family to- 
getherness. 

The midnight table will be a feast to 
the tummy after we hear the Night Mass, 
In the end, though, what matters most is 
the food for the heart, for the soul. And 
that can only come from our uncondition- 
al acceptance of Jesus Christ, our only 
Boss-Tsip. And the way to accept him is to 
‘wholly accept the power of love, peace 
and forgiveness—without any condition. 


TI 
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INDIANAPOLIS—Allen Iverson scored 
40 points, ending his streak of 50-point 
games at two, but Philadelphia rallied 
‘with a closing surge of 19-2 to beat Indi- 
ana, 102-90, Wednesday night. 

Iverson was looking to become just the third 
player in NBA history to score 50 or more points 
in three straight games, 

Reggie Miller led the Pacers with 30 points, 

In East Rutherford, New Jersey, the Nes 
Richard Jefferson capped the highestscoring 
night of his career with an alley oop lay-up off an 
inbounds pass with 0.8 seconds left to lift his 
team to a thrilling 92-90 triumph over Cleveland. 

Jefferson scored 42 points—three above his 
former career high. The final two came when he 
rolled free of defender LeBron James and caught 
Jabari Smith's lob pass. 

James had 23 points, nine rebounds and nine 
assists 

In Aubum Hills, Michigan, Ben Gordon scored 
19 points and fellow reserve Tyson Chandler had 
13 points and 11 rebounds as the Chicago won its 
fifth straight game, an 89-82 surprise over de- 
fending champion Detroit. 

‘The Bulls hadn't won five in a row since 
Michael Jordan led them on a 14-game run dur- 
ing the 1997-98 championship season. 

‘Chauncey Billups scored 32 points for Detroit 
and Ben Wallace had 12 points, 15 rebounds and 
six blocks despite а sprained ankle. 

in Orlando, Florida, Steve Francis scored 29 
points to lead Orlando over San Antonio, 93-87, 
breaking the Magics seven-game losing streak 
against the Spurs. 

"Tony Battie had 11 rebounds, and his defense 
оп Tim Duncan kept the two-time MVP from be- 
ing a factor down the stretch, Duncan led the 
Spurs with 24 points, but didn't score after a 
frezthrow with 5:58 remaining, 

In Bóston, Mark Blount scored 22 points, Paul 
Pierce added 21 and Kendrick Perkins had a ca- 
reerhigh 13 rebounds for the Celtics in а 114- 
109 victory over New York. 

Nazr Mohammed had 22 points and 18 re- 
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Scorching Iverson props 76ers 


Nets' Jefferson buries dagger at the buzzer 


ALLEN Iverson smiles after another good- 
scoring performance for the Sixers. ” 


bounds, and Jamal Crawford scored 25 for New 
York, which blew a 14-point first-quarter lead 
and lost to the Celtics for the 11th time in 14 
games. 

In Toronto, Donyell Marshall scored 12 of his 
22 points in the fourth quarter, and Chris Bosh 
added 18 points as the Raptors шей the Utah 
Jazz, 98.86. 

‘Toronto is 22 since trading Vince Carter to 
New Jersey lastweek. 

Carlos Boozer had 29 points and 10 rebounds 
fc Utah, which went 1-4 on is road trip. 

In Atlanta, Antoine Walker scored 25 points, 
and the Hawks snapped a five-game losing streak 
by crushing the Dallas Mavericks, 113-100. 

Al Harrington added 17 points for Atlanta, 
which got 16 from Josh Childress and 14 from 
Josh Smith. 


Josh Howard, Jason Terry and Dirk Nowitzki 
added 23 points apiece for Dallas. In Houston, 
the expansion Bobcats won on the road for the 
first time, getting 21 points and 11 rebounds 
from rookie Emeka Okafor to beat the Rockets, 
9087. 

Charlotte, a loser in its first 10 road games, got 
a season sweep over Houston after beating the 
Rockets inovertime Saturday. 

Houston's Yao Ming had an ignominious triple 
double—20 points, 14 rebounds and 10 
tumovers. Tracy McGrady had 25 points, nine re- 
bounds, six assists and five steals for the Rockets. 

In Milwaukee, Nick Van Exel had season highs 
with 26 points and six triples, and Zach Randolph 
added 22 points to lift Portland over reeling Mil- 
waukee, 104-95. 

‘Van Exel ranks fifth in the NBA career with 
1,4003-pointers. 

Mike James scored a season-high 22 points, 
but the Bucks Jost their fifth straight game. 

In Seattle, Rashard Lewis scored 21 points for 
the SuperSonics, who sent Denver to its sixth loss 
in seven games with a 98-83 demolition job. 

Battling an upper respiratory infection, Ray 
Allen added 20 points for Seattle, and Viadimir 
Radmanovic scored 19. 

‘Andre Miller led the Nuggets with 20 points 
and Kenyon Martin added 18. Denver played 
without forward Carmelo Anthony, who missed 
his third straight game after spraining his left an 
ke. 

InLos Angeles, Chucky Atkins scored a season- 
high 30 points, Kobe Bryant added 29 and Chris 
Mihm had 21 rebounds to match the highest total 
in the NBA this season as the Lakers clobbered. 
New Orleans, 101-89. 

David Wesley led New Orleans with 20 points, 
Lee Nailon had 18 and Baron Davis 17 in his re- 
tum to the lineup. He missed 19 games because 
of an inflamed disc in his lower back. 

In Oakland, Califomia, Jason Richardson 
scored 24 points, Troy Murphy had 19 points and 
13 rebounds, and Golden State snapped a four- 
game losing streak with a 109.99 upset of Mem. 
phis AP 


All set for Kobe-Sbaq Christmas batile 


CHICAGO—Shaquille O'Neal 
and Kobe Bryant were never go- 
ing to stay together, despite win- 
ning thrée NBA championships. 
‘At some point, that mattered 
less than who got the credit. 

Now they're free to bicker for 
the rest of their competitive life- 
times about who's to blame for 
their breakup. 

On Saturday the rest of us start 
keeping score when Shaqs Miami 
Heat and Kobe's Los Angeles Lak- 
ers meet for the first time since the 
Lakers cast off O'Neal. 


Trom a promotional angle, at O'NEAL feels Bryantisa Corvette running into a brick wall. 
least, this is already a mismatch. Corvette that runs into a brick wall, 
Maybe only Don King is a better you know whats going to happen.” 
ONeal was smiling slyly when 


selfpromoter than ONeal. As а 


carnival barker, the big man is а - he said it, but that lile cautionary solid. 


genius, tale works at several levels. First, it 
Asked whether he expected риз Bryant on notice that busi- 
Bryant to challenge him by driving ness is just that—business—and 
the lane, Shacjs first response was, that anyone else who tried to drive 
“No. Not at ай. Its not something the lane would get the same. 
Not surprising, it also fixes the 
cause 'mnot that type of player.” differences between the two in 
But given a moment to think terms most favorable to Shaq. It 
about it, he couldnt resist adding: says one of them is fast and 
“Bur of course, when you've got a flashy—that would be the same 


thar have time to think about, be- 


REAL Madrid's Luis Figo jumps over Sevilla 
goalkeeper Esteban during their match. лт 


budding superstar Dwyane Wade. 
"Неза litle bit younger he's got 
alotof tools and a lotto do, but hes 
just as lethal 165 my job to make 
him lethal-er, its my job to make 
him the lethal-est—if that’s a word” 
es not, but O'Neal had no prob- 
lem getting his point across. 
Winning is still about making 
everyone play better. While Shaqs 
numbers are down slightly this 
season, Wade's are up across the 
board--points, minutes, assists, 
even rebounds. And with Shaq 
taking Tuesday night off to rest up 
for the weekend, Wade produced 


guy O'Neal nicknamed “Show. a 33-point, 11-assist performance 
boat" nor long after they started to lead the Heat past the Boston 
playing rogether—and the otheris Celtics, extend their season-best 


winning steak to nine, and im- 


For those fans who still haven't prove their Easter Conference- 
chosen sides since the breakup, its leading record to 20-9. 
an invitation to do just that. And 
why not? Ashe reminded America 11 and still smarting over consec- 
during a televised interview this _utive losses to Washington, for the 
week, O'Neal has the upper hand first time in a dozen years, and 
on the court at the moment, too. 
"1 got somebody, that other guy, 
whos just as lethal” Shaq зай, when the franchise began play in 
talking about Miami teammate and Vancouver in 1995. АР 


The Lakers, meanwhile, аге 13- 


, which hadn't won in 18 
im Los Angeles, dating to 


Real Madrid ends year poorly 


MADRID--Real Madrid ended a miserable 
year on a low note when it lost 1-0 at home to 
high-flying Sevilla in the Primera Liga on 
Wednesday. 

Brazilian striker Julio Baptista produced a 
cool finish after 19 minutes, clipping the ball 
over the head of keeper Iker Casillas to inflict a 
second home defeat of the season on Real. 

Tt was Sevilla's first league victory at the Bem- 
abeu in 20 years and had it not been for some su- 
perb last-ditch saves from Casillas and some 
wasteful finishing by Sevilla's forwards the mar- 
gin would have been much greater. 

Real, which ended last season a disappointing 
fourth, struggled to create any chances, although 
Ronaldo, who started the game on the bench, 
hada goal disallowed after coming on. 

"We gave a really poor image out there,” said Re- 
al coach Mariano Garcia Remon. "It was a shame to 
close the year with a performance like this. 

The result left Real, which substituted David 
Beckham at halftime and withdrew his England 
teammate Michael Owen late on, in fifth place, a 


disant 13 points behind leader Barcelona, 
which claimed a late 2-1 win over Levante on 
Tuesday. 

Barcelona leads le on 42 points from 
17 games, 10 ahead of reigning champion Valen- 
cia, which moved into second place after their 3- 
0 win over nine-man Espanyol. Sevilla has 31 
points with Espanyol on 30. 

Real, which has 29, has played a game less as it 
is sll to complete the final six minutes of ts match 
against Real Socieded which was abandoned be- 
cause ofa bomb scare with the score at 1-1. 

It was a great evening for Basque sides Athlet- 
ie Bilbao and Real Sociedad. 

Bilbao thrashed struggling Mallorca, 4-0, at 
San Mames and Sociedad crushed troubled 
Malaga, 5-1, away strike partners Darko Kovace- 
vic and Nihat Kahveci grabbing two goals 
apiece. 

With its newly appointed director of football, 
Arrigo Sacchi, looking on from the stands, Real 
made a promising enough start against Sevilla. 

Reuters 
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NEW JERSEY'S Richard Jefferson (right) lays up the game-winning 
shot at the buzzer against the Cleveland Cavaliers. 
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SWIM TRYOUTS 


Guiriba shatters 


old Papa record 


BACOLOD CITY—Lambert Guiriba. 
broke а 12-year-old national record 
Wednesday in the worthiest achieve- 
ment during the Philippine Amateur 
Swimming Association national try- 
outs at the Panaad Olympic pool. 

A Vietnam Southeast Asian Games 
campaigner, Guiriba smashed the 
old Philippine record of 24.60 sec- 
'onds set by Ryan Papa in 1992 with a 
time of 24.33 in the S0-meter 
freestyle. 

Along the way, Guiriba also sut- 
passed the age-group qualifying time 
0124.63 seconds. 

Philippine Columbian Association 
Stingray's Kendrick Uy came in sec- 
ond in 25.26 and Jonas Ramos end- 
ed third in 26.79. 

“My parents were really proud 
about my last days performance. 


Bata, 


YS 


They keep telling me that T could be 
the best swimmer here," said Guiri- 
ba. 

“But Im not aware of the record 
AIL did was to swim my best,” he 
added. 

Olympian Liza Danila ruled the 
women's 50 free, clocking 27.80 sec- 
onds. Claudine Chiongbian finished 
second in 29.16 and Lianne Ramos 
was third in 29.45. 

Danila missed the required quali- 
fying time for the race, which was 
pegged at 27.22 seconds. 

Still, Danila became the first local 
tanker to gain a ticket to next year's 
Southeast Asian Games in Manila af- 
ter reaching the time required for the 
100 backstroke earlier in the day. 

Guiriba and Danila, who took 
home four gold medals each, shat- 


THE COUNTRY' top billiard players, 


Efren "Bata" Reyes and Francisco 
“Django? Bustamante, are scheduled to 
compete in the US Pro Tour Pool Cham- 
plonships set Jan. 4-9 next year at the 
Bicycle Casino in Bell Gardens, Los An- 
geles, California. 

Also competing is Alex “The Lion” 
Pagulayan, the Filipino-Canadian who 
is the reigning world pool titleholder. 

Reyes, the 1999 World Pool champi- 
onin Cardiff, is in Pampanga for a brief 
vacation before preparing for his com- 
ing US schedule. 

Reyes, nicknamed “The Magician” 
for his incredible pool tricks, is expect- 


Milo X'mas 
tennis slated . 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Bur SPORTS ux 


tered three and two age-group 
records, respectively. They will be 
recommended by Pasa for the com- 
ing Fina World Cup and World swim- 
ming championship in Montreal, 
Canada, next year. 

Guiriba set new records in the 50 
and 100 butterfly and 50 free while. 
Danila met the required time and 
won the gold in the 100 and 50 fly in. 
the four-day event supported by Pasa 
president Chito Ilagan. 

Other tankers who met the stan- 

group time were 11-year- 

Borja, who topped the 100 
backstroke and 200 individual med- 
ley, and Tía Lacson, who ruled the 
800 free. 

The two boosted their chances for 
a slot in the national age group 
team. 


Django, Pagulayan in US tilt 


ed to travel to Manila soon to play 
against top-notch competition. 

Bustamante, who usually plays in 
the German circuit, is practicing in Tar- 
lac. 

Other cue artists also invited to play in 
the 64 monioumament, which will be 
aired on ESPN Spons, include defending 
champion Mika “The Iceman” Immonen, 
Johnny "The Scorpion" Archer, Rodney 
“Rockets” Morris, Charlie "The Korean 
Dragon" Williams, Ralf "Kaiser" Souquet, 
Thorsten “The Hitman” Hohmann and 
two-time Asian Games medalist Young 
Hwa Jeong of Korea. Marlon Bernardino, 
Contributor 


Marty Aguilar fini 
second recently in the 
‘Asian Karting Open 
championships in 
Sentul, Indonesia. 
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EXHIBITION: NHL World Star's Sergei Fedorov (left) fights for the puck with Poland's Jacek 
Zamojski during their exhibition match in Katowice, Poland. NHL World Star is on an exhibition 
tour to Europe during the players’ strike in NHL. The match ended 3-3, 


SEI 


Arroyo’s side 


LET ME stam by wishing everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year 

n spite of a bad year in 2004, I say we are still 
fortunate for being able to survive and continue. 
to live on even though the country has plenty of 
problems to solve. Life goes on. 

Meanwhile, in response to my piece last Mon- 
doy where I wrote about the controversial impor- 
tation of 17 race horses from Australia, received 
а faxed reply which said that Presidential son 
Rep. Mikey Arroyo had no role whatsoever in the 
controversy surrounding the 17 race horses. His 
name hasnt appeared in the paper trail and that 
Lamberto Almeda Jr. and Dante Arevalo aren't 
his dummies. 

“His conscience is dear. He isn't going to tar- 
nish the good name of the Macapagal-Arroyo 
family” said a close friend. "Mikey did not own 
any of the race horses which arrived in Subic Bay 
in July 2003." He did not even buy any of the. 
Tace horses even though it was reponed that 
Almeda actually sold some of the horses to other 
horse owners. 

Mikey understands that because he comes 
from a political, famous family, his name will al- 

vays be dragged into this kind of controversy. 
ut he isnt going to do something illegal. Rather, 
is close friend said, Mikey is happy serving his 
constituents, spearheading numerous medical 
missions and livelihood programs for the poor. 
While it is true that he was booed during the re- 
-cent Manny Pacquiao fight at the Fort in Taguig, 


CLEAN LIVING 


Manolo R. Iñigo 


‘An Olympic purist, the 81-year-old Malonso 
added the country has two overlapping sports 
leaders: the PSC chair appointed by the President 
of the Republic and the POC president elected by 
the National Sports Associations. Unlike the PSC 
chair, the POC president does not receive any 
salary as it is prohibited by the International 
Olympic Committee. Only those performing ad- 
ministrative functions may receive reimburse- 
ment for their expenses like the secretary-tea- 
surer 

“As it is,” Malonso stressed, “the PSC is arro- 
gating and stifling the initiatives of the POC. The 
officials of these two spons bodies are always 
fighting.” 

Because they want to end this endless rift be- 
tween the PSC and POC, several NSA officials 
headed by athletics and chess president Go Teng 
Kok want incoming POC head Jose "Peping" Co- 
juangco to also be appointed PSC chair. But Co- 
juangco did not comment on this snowballing 
move. 


Паша emer many.others.who cheered for him... "The Philipines enjoyed one of her finest mo- 


AGE GROUPERS will be treated to another 
Christmas tournament when the 2004 Milo 
Junior Tennis Cup unwraps at the Philam 
Homes Tennis Clubon Dec. 26-30. 

Featured events are the boys’ and girls 18- 
under, 16-under, 14-under, 12-under and the 
unisex 10-under divisions in the Milo пее: or- 
ganized by the Children's Tennis Workshop with 
support from adidas. 

Interested players may call Coach Joe Paquia 
at the CTW office at 4282069. Deadline is set on 


Bosch intelco-backed 
racer was actually in 
the hunt for the 
overall crownin the 
Rotax Max junior 
class but an accident 
forced him to retire 
with just three laps to. 
go. The Filipino will 
next compete in the 


Friday at 12 noon on Dec. 24. 
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Mikey and Manny are Јоле friends. 
PEPING BACKED AS SPORTS CZAR. The only 
way to save the ailing Philippine sports is to have 
only one person run the national sports program. 
Ageless Julian Malonso, former POC president 
and outspoken sports critique, once said, “All the 
never-ending controversies confronting Philip- 
pine sports today are the result of the two-head- 
ed bureaucratic hydra that is the PSC (Philippine 
Sports Commission) and the POC (Philippine 
‘Olympic Committee). There should have been 
only one head in sports from the start.” 
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THE 30? METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 
IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF THE KING OF PHILIPPINE MOVIES | 
FERNANDO POE, JR. 


“Magsaya, Manood at Tangkilikin ang Piling-Piling Pelikulang Pilipino!” 


(Injfrontio/ALIWIThe ater) 
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“BEST COPY AVAILABLE ` 


= menis in the 19805 when Michael Keon both 


served as Gintong Alay executive director and 
POC president,” said Go. “During his term, the 
‘country was able to produce sporting legends 
like Lydia de Vega and Isidro del Prado, who 
were unbeatable in their respective events.” 

In the past, the POC and the PSC are always 
locked in conflict. Most recently, outgoing PSC 
chair Eric Buhain and outgoing POC head Celso 
Dayrit had clashed over several issues. The same 
was true with former POC heads Rene Cruz and 
Cristy Ramos, who had had differences with 
Aparicio Меди! and Dayrit, respectively. 


jomari yllana 
james blanco жол ig 
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FPJ's last show 


notbothering to hold back her tears. 


By Nini Valera 


FERNANDO Poe Jr's last show was definitely 
a blockbuster, a runaway hit, according to his 
longtime friend Josie Tagle. 

Tagle said in Filipino on Tuesday night 


She maintained that until his last hours on 
earth, FPJ had thought of the common people 
like her. 

“The vendors [around the Sto. Domingo 
Church] would have a good Christmas be- 


“People are asking why FPJ must die and why cause of Ronnie,” she observed. "This is his 
not somebody else. IF he were president, ev- gift to them—their brisk business during the 
erybody here and everybody who belong to wake. They will have a good Christmas be- 


the masses would be happy.” 

One of FPJ's most devoted followers, Tagle 
had spent sleepless nights to shower “Da 
King” with her unwavering support for the 
last time. 

Like the thousands who depended on FPJ 
for help, Tagle would feel lost now that he is 
gone, she admitted 

“Napakabait [A very good man),” she said, 
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EDDIE GARCIA and Boots Anson-Roa 
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cause of FPJ." 


He gave them names 

During the lighter moments of his speech, 
deposed president Joseph Estrada, who ca- 
resed his longtime friend's face as soon as he 
arrived in church, recalled how FPJ had been. 
fond of giving monickers to his friends. 

Itwas FPJ who gave him the nickname “Er- 
ap" and who first called Dolphy "Pidol" and 
christened Susan the endearing "Swanie." 

Estrada also recalled that his movies with 
FPJ had all been blockbusters, except for one: 
“Dos Palikeros." 

“He knew he was the closest friend 1 had, 
but not once did he ask me for anything while. 
Iwas president,” Estrada said in Filipino. 

He said РРЈ had celebrated with the former 
president the latter's last three birthdays in 
his detention cell. 

Fiery speeches from Estrada and director 
Joel Lamangan to wisecracks from comedian 
Dolphy will keep FP3 alive in the minds of the 
people as a man who they said was cheated 
ut ofa good fight. 

“Tingnan ninyo. siya, 
nababakla ako," said Dolphy. 


napakaguwapo, 


Always around 

"The comedian also recalled FP3's bound- 
less generosity, turning it into a joke by ad- 
dressing Susan in Filipino, “There are still so 
many people that FPJ had not yet given gifts 
to.” 

In another breath, Dolphy observed that 
his friend looked like a saint. Just shine the 
spotlight on him and he's as good as a saint,” 
he said in Filipino. 

He recalled not only their professional rela- 
tionship but also their friendship, which the 
comedian said stayed true even during Dol- 
phy's bleakest hour. 

“When we were crucified by the media, he 


DOLPHY, followed by Richard Gomez 
PHOTOS BY VAL HANDUMON 


was always around to offer his friendship," 
Dolphy said, apparently referring to the time 
when he and longtime live-in parmer ZsaZsa 
Padilla were condemned by the press because. 
of their relationship. 

“1 know I will meet you again, but please, 
don't make it too soon,” Dolphy said. 

He declared FPJ a winner a few times in his 
speech, in reference to the actor's presidential 
bid. 

“Hindi katalo [You did not lose], Ron,” Dol- 
phy said. 

He said millions are crying now that FPJ is 
dead. He said that if the mourners would 
form a queue, the line from the Sto. Domingo 
Church in Quezon City would reach as far as 
Babuyan Islands at the northern tip of the 
country. 


Widow's vow 

Calls to continue FPJ's fight rang loud dur- 
ing the necrological service the movie indus- 
try people held for him Tuesday even as his 
‘widow Susan Roces appealed to authorities to 
allow his fans from the provinces passage to 
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Peralejo. Agustin Dantes De Rossi 4 Y the wake. 
her speech that she 
received reports that 
SE were being stopped 
4 pa 2 5 h on the North Diver- 
3 way to Manila to at- 
tend the Wednesday 

“Huwag naman po 
sana (| hope this 
she said. 

She also vowed to 
band's legacy of help- 
ing the less fortunate 
people in the movie 
industry but also 
She said she wanted 
to give the masses 
and freedom to 
dream. 
asked earlier to keep 
ош politics from the 
er, said FPJ had 
found new friends in 

"They are all 
here,” she said, ap- 
former Sen. Loren 
Legarda, FPJ's run- 

p . presidential election, 
d] ја and current and for- 
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انا‎ Poignant send- 
off 

The necrological 
service, which start- 
ed promptly at 9 p.m. 
Tuesday and lasted at 
least three hours, 
was a poignant send- 
off to the most loved 

actor in local movies. 
Despite — Susar 
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A weekly directory 
ofthe country's best establishments 


New World Renalssance Hotel Mandarin Oriental Manila 
tapang St npaka i Ma OY 

апаратах 16777. 

петао com 


INTERCONTINENTAL. 


Intercontinental Manila Makati Shangri-La Hotel 
[Dore ©: д 


Ms Are. Miti Cy 


THE PENINSULA. 
ЗЕ 
The Peninsula Mania Hotel 


(Cor Ayla Are. Malas Ar Makai City 
810345 Fax 815.4025 
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Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
1030 Balen se, Paco, Mania 
лае 52248357 Ex (692) 522-4840 


Dusit Hotel Nikko 
Ja Center 123 Maka Cy PL 
Tel REP IIN слабити бас 
hapliraniaduyccom 

A SEAMLESS blend of comfort 
and convenience. An atmosphere 
of warmth and friendly service. 
Only at Somerset Serviced Resi- 
dences can you find the delightful 
experience of successful expatri- 
ate living. Where success resides. 

Come and experience the luxu- 
rious living only the Somerset 


the Studios at 05560 and the 
One Bedroom units at USS80 
with three selected privileges 
from the following: automatic 
room upgrade to the next catego- 
ту (subject to room availability), 
complimentary buffet breakfast 
for two (2) persons, 1 hour com- 
plimentary daily broadband In- 
ternet access in the Business Cen- 
tre, 20 percent discount on local 
calis, 20 percent discount on 
laundry services, 20 percent dis- 
count on dry cleaning services, 
free one-way airport transfer, 
free one office drop off/pick up 
within the Makati CBD. 

For inquiries, call (63-2) 888- 
OSOS or (63-2) 888-0537 or 
email. enquirymanila@the-as- 
cottcom. 


Evercrast Golf Club Resort, Inc. 
Ka 72 Bao, Nasugbu, Batangas 
Пы 0291292931098 
[y 
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Makati present a pleasant stay 
topped with a set of privileges 
that you may enjoy with our latest 
promotion, the Somerset Pos 
of 3. 

The serviced residences are 
available at a special promo rate 
until February 28, 2005. Enjoy 
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The great holiday getaway 


Holiday treats 
at Fiesta San Miguel 


"WHAT can be better than celebrating 
Christmas and New Year at Dusit Hotel 
Nikko's Fiesta San Miguel. Partake of the 
sumptuous Christmas and New Year set 
menu offered on December 24, 25, 31 and 
January 1, 2005. 

And welcome the year 2005 with a non- 
stop party on Dec. 31 at Fiesta San Miguel 
featuring the "Tribe of Levi" band. Bring 
your family and friends and join them as 
they do the New Year countdown with a 
twist. New Year's Eve diners in all outlets 
get free noise makers and hats plus access 
to the countdown. Guests can still avail of 
the beer-all-you-can of fresh brewed San 
Miguel beer from 5:30 to 9 p.m. for only 
P3004. 

d, Fiesta San Miguel is the first and only 

Efestaurant and bar in a hotel setting offer- 

Ting freshly brewed San Miguel beer along 
with an array of favorite Filipino dishes. It 
fis located at the ground floor of Dusit Ho- 

tel Nikko. For queries and reservations, 
please call 867-3333 local 3308 
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GET into the spirit of Christmas at Waterfront 
Cebu City Hotel and Casino. For P8,500 stay for 
two nightsina Superior Room and get the third 
night for free. Ies a perfect way to spend a per- 
fectly sparkling Christmas with all the exciting 
Yuletide events the hotel has in store for you. 
% The Great Holiday Getaway includes compli- 
mentary buffer breakfast for two at Café Uno, 
7 complimentary set dinner at La Gondola, com- 
plimentary use of the swimming pool, 10 per- 
cent discount on all Hotel-owned restaurants 
and 10 percent discount on laundry services. 
‘The Great Holiday Getaway promo is valid for 
local residents or foreigners with valid ACR. 

Plus, enjoy a limited, promotional rate for 
calling your loved ones abroad for only 20 
cents per minute. Christmas at Waterfront Ce- 
bu City Hotel and Casino is truly at its 
sparkling best with the best rates for you and 
the family to make the most of the holidays, 

So make that reservation now and set off to 
а Great Holiday Getaway at Waterfront Cebu 
City Hotel and Casino! Promo runs until Jan- 
чагу 3, 2005. For inquiries or reservations, call 
Waterfront Hotels and Casinos at tel. no. (032) 
232-6888 or Manila Sales and Reservations 
Office at (02)687-0888. You can also log on to 
the website at www.waterfronthotels.net. 


Happy Hola 
at The Bellevue Hotel 


DELIGHT in the sweetest holiday treats at the 
Bellevue Hotel. From December 1 to January 
6, satisfy your chocolate cravings at the Belle- 
vue Gingerbread House. 

Christmas goodies and cakes, including an- 
imal-shaped chocolates, scrumptious pra- 
lines, yummy fruit and log cakes, delicious 
food for the gods, crunchy Christmas cookies, 
Stollen bread and holiday hampers are the 
perfect gifts for the festive season. 

Ranging from P80 to P1,500, these colorful 
and mouth-watering offerings are specially 
done by the hotel's expert pastry chefs, 

Christmas Family Feast buffets at the Belle- 
‘vue also offers lunch, dinner, Christmas Eve, 

Christmas Day, New Years Eve and New 
Year's Day buffets for P5904 and up. 

Children 6 years old and below are free 
while 7 to 12 year-olds get 50 percent off. In 
keeping with the holiday spirit, avail of the 


‘Christmas Treats Room Package from Decem- 
ber 10 to January 15 for only P3,500++. The 
package includes daily buffet for two at the 
Café D' Asie, 20 percent discount of food and 
beverage outlets, 20 percent discount on spa 
and salon services, free shuttle service to 
nearby malls, free use of pool and gym facili 
ties, welcome drink and fruit plate, 

Looking for a great way to start the New 
Year? Take your friends and family along to 
southern Metro Manila's largest and most 
modern concert venue, The Bellevue Grand 

Ballroom as it opens to the public for the 
first time on Dec. 31. Mitch Valdes lends a 
one-of-a-kind performance only for this night. 
Entrance fee of P750 net includes one stan- 
dard drink, Greet 2005 with a bang with your 
loved ones close by only at The Bellevue Ho- 
tel, Alabangs fun family destination, Call 
771-8181 for inquiries. 
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do Poe Jr. could always be "subject to media Feyaz SUSANina different light 
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Lahat ng text updates at downloads ng | 
inyong favorite stars ay available na sa 


Talk 'N Text Superstars! a 
Heto na ang mga stars na puwede niyong kadikit! Text “keywords to «numborol 


Over 400 stars ang puwedeng pagpilian! аара At pwede ring ka-toxt ang Inyong favorite РВА Players! 
g pi р 


Kaya mag-text at mag-download па! zT пи Text «keyword» to «number 
2 m NON Fa r1 Example: Text ALAPAGto 290 


eyed  Monber 


-/ For more stars, || E EA. m meme NA j= " LXI. 
5 کا‎ по ES E PRU ERE = i = mg m 


text SUPERSTARS to 211 


| | 
М 
| 
| 
| 


P2.80 per text message 


alng Yon ang gating without overspending 


For mauran: pesas өй (02) 884-1111 {GMA Luson) 1-800-1-686-2220 (Мала) or "888 from your Talk N Text celphone 


5 , О 


Al AYALA CINEMAS TEX 


Moviesischedulos may change without prior notice. For verification call 729-7777 


ATC G1 G4 · АСС 


Ware THe 
KRAKS 


arm 
msama | | ERE |1 — 1 


EXPRESS 


SREGET 


prm 


Sampa] б MS || вазала 


2 Pasivant 


GFREASOR |) pasivant 


SS 


олок 
REACH 


анти Ааа | 


m PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. m trait 


Пе ENTERTAINMENT eni 


FPJ left Susan Roces... ..... 


of this is that we now see [FPJs wife] 
Susan [Roces] in a different light,” 
said Reyes. 

"She had always opted to be two 
steps behind her husband," the director 
explained. "Now, we see her as a wom- 
an of courage and dignity. Her behavior 
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'REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents OH ROMEO 
at REP's GLOBE THEATER - January 14 to 30, 2005. 
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Ayala Cinemas take pleasure in giving 
their loyal moviegoers the chance lo meet 
& greet he stars of he 2004 Metro 
Manda Fim Festival this yulelide season. 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
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Haya your picture takon w/the stars for FREE 
and win exciting prizes. 
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‘The 30ih Metro Manila Fim Festival 
opens December 25 in Ayala Cinemas. 
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Promo duration: 
December 24 & 25, 2004 
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Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall. 
(Bia) tl (O) 41.146 
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Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Urdaneta) 1075) 568.6771. 


1 FOREVER MY LOVE 
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(Cabanatuan City) tel (04) 4633283 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 


and stature is incomparable." 

Reyes said he watched the FPJ 
necrological services and burial on 
TV from 11 pm. Tuesday to 6:30 a.m. 
Wednesday because he would rather 
give FPJ's family and relatives “some 
time and space” to be with the actor. 
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All Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass 

to the Hottest Seats in town. 

Get Special disconnts br volume purchases! 

For marketing and events/reservations please call: 

Marketing Services Department at 687-7945 1047 locals 14and 15 


(053) 836 3070: 


“1 feel the burial should just be for 
those who are really close to FPJ and 
those directly related to him," he said. 

Very few show biz celebrities opted to 
join Wednesday mornings five-kilome- 
ter funeral march from the Sto. Domin- 
go Church in Quezon City to the Manila 


North Спеву 
where the king of 
Philippine movies was 
laid to rest. Many of 
the celebrities were 
uncertain about their 
safety. 

While some of 
them rode in cars and 
buses going to the 
cemetery, others 
stayed home to 
watch the proceed- 
ings on television, 
like veteran actor 
Robert Arevalo, who 
said he was glued to 
the TV set all night 
and during the morn- 
ing burial. 

^ found it imprac- 
tical to attend the fu- 
neral because of the 
huge number of peo- 
ple,” Arevalo told IN- 
Qumen Entertainment 
last Wednesday. "Al- 
50, my wife [Barbara 
Perez] came home 
late from a trip to the 
province, and she de- 
cided to rest." 

Singer-actress Cris 
Villonco sang at FPJ's 
necrological service 
Tuesday night, but 
she decided that it 
would be best to “just 
stay home" when the 
king оГ Philippine 
movies was buried 
the next day. 

“That was really 
our plan,” said Vil- 
lonco, who came to 
the wake with her 
mother Monique and 
grandmother Armida 
Siguion-Reyna. "My 
mom and | went 
home because we 
were uncertain about. 
the security men- 
sures [implemented 
during the funeral]. 
But my grandma was 
sull there when we 
left che church at 2 
am" 

Director _ Joel 
Lemangan, who cam- 
paigned for FPJ in 
the May presidential 
election, said he left 
Sto. Domingo 
Church shortly after 
he delivered a 
poignant eulogy, say- 
ing he had a terrible 
headache. 

“1 watched the 
Mass on TV and then 
T slept,” the director 
told Inoumen Enter- 
tainiment on Wednes- 
day afternoon. “I 
went to ЕРЈ wake 
for seven nights, 
Each night, 1 would 
stay for about four to 
five hours. 1 was not 
really close to the 
man but during the 
short time we were 
together, | became 
impressed by his 
honesty. His death is 
а great loss to soci- 
ey" 

Actors Christopher 
de Leon, Tirso Cruz 
IH, Jestoni Alarcon, 
George Estregan ЈЕ 
and Jimmy Santos 
"were spotted among 
those who joined the 
funeral march. 

FPI's spokesperson 
and Sorsogon Rep, 
Francis Escudero and 
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As early as 2 a.m. 
Wednesday, ‘some 
200 FPJ fans were al- 
ready waiting at the 
Welcome rotunda on 
España for the horse- 
drawn carriage bear- 
ing the actors coffin. 
When it arrived at 
about 6:30 a.m., the 
сома lighted can. GRIEF AND GLOOM. (From left) Richard Gomez, Zsa Zsa Padila, Dolphy and Boots Anson-Roa 
dles, waved flags and 
chanted “РРЛ FPJ! goodjobin their cov- sort of answered the their idol. I tuned in about the ma 
FPJ!" erageofFPJ'sdeath,” peoples clamor for almosteveryday асогайй 
"The media did а said Arevalo. “They more news about “It was nice to talk he'sstill with us.” 
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DOTC hits Piatco stance on Naia- 


By Clarissa S. Batino Mendoza said. the infrastructure was safe and se- The goverment said that once tract signed with Piatco in 19974” 
The wansportchiefsaidthetrans- cure before opening Nala-3 for the new terminal is operational, Piatco is 60-percent owned by 
“THE DEPARTMENT of Transportation and Communication yes- Рот agency “recognizes the right of commercial operations. ____ Naia-1-would be closed for repairs. the Cheng family, 30 percent by 
Жу mid i would help the inistation determine  Fatofokcompeeatonand wil The government had claimed Trade Secretary Cesar Рай. Барот, and 10 percent by Nh 
ea Ва les a ihe пене consum dosoaferacompetetcotasde- thatthe Nal had more than 40 ma sald the other day chat under al Corp. of Japan. The compa. 
Has alr c NG a AG AL re 8 ahe” ction. the rules of court, the govern- ny said it would have to pay $350 
ternational Airport Termin: Mendoza said the government Cusi said the government ment could immediately take million to Takenaka International 
Transportation Secretary Lean- the government on Wednesday would ake the airport opera- would also task an independent over the Naia-3 after filing the ex- Corp., a Japan-based contractor 
dro Mendoza wamed that the gov- for allegedly “railroading” the tional within six months. audit firm to conduct an invemo- propriation case, notifying the tapped to build the facility. 
emmenthad reached the end ofits court proceedings. “The DOTC has to strike a bal. ry of the airports facilities and defendant, and paying an initial Тһе Arroyo administration had 
patience in dealing with groups “The court will forma commis- ance between upholding the in- equipment. The МІЛА operates downpayment. offered to pay Piatco $350 million 
that have been trying to delay the sion with three members to deter- terest of investors and protecting the Naia domestic and interna- Не promised that the govem- so it could operate the Naia-3, but 
operations of the Naia-3. mine just compensation for Piat- national interest,” he added. tional airports. ment would offer just compensa- the consortium that finished 
“The DOTC has reached the co. The government takeover of Alfonso Cusi, general manager ‘The new terminal was built to re- боп to the private sector group that terminal in 2002 said the amount 
її of its tolerance,” the trans- Terminal 3 is legal following a of the Manila International Air- place Naia-1, whichismorethan 20 built the new airport terminal, as was not enough to cover its costs. 
port chief said, court order granting DOTC the port Authority, said airport au- years old. Naia-3isdesigned tohan- ordered by the Supreme Court last Ріаісо had filed an arbitration 
Philippine International Air right to possess said property in thoritieshave started to work with dle 28 aircraft at any giventimeand year when it nullified the govem- case before the Paris-based Inter 
‘Terminal Corp. (Piatco) assailed order to uphold public interest,” engineering groups to ensure that 13 million passengers a year. ments build-operate-transfer.con- national Chamber of Commerce. 


11-month ro ривали APA - = is meme 
investments 
jump 23726 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INVESTMENTS approved in the first 11 
months amounted P167.4 billion, 237 per- 
cent higher than the P49.7 billion registered 
in the same period last year. 

Documents from the Department of Trade 
and Industry showed that the latest figures 
represented a significant recovery from the 
slide to P59.7 billion in 2003 against P67 bil- 
lion in 2002. 

The DTI did not separate numbers from the 
Board of Investments and the Philippine Eco- 
nomic Zone Authority. 

"There were 398 projects registered from Jan- 
vary to November, an increase of 12.4 percent 
from 354 a year ago. 

‘The investments are expected to provide 
76,709 jobs to directly hired workers, up 38.3 
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Shares close slightly higher 


SHARE prices closed 0.99 per- 
cent higher yesterday, lifted by 
continued bargain-hunting and 


They said the market will likely post fur- 
dee 
be enough to break the main index's recent 
deoa! high o 1,65 

атака wil be closed rom 
Dec 2410 27 for the Christmas break, and 
Wie open on tne 28 and the 20h be- 
fore closing again until after the New Year. 

The Philippine Stock Exchange compos- 
he Index rose 17.75 points to 180749 ltr 
trading between 1,789.74 and 1,814.04. 

Volama totaled 1.38 bilion shares Worth — 5 pin ^ 
Po26.3brmilon rom 1.85 bilion shares 1 у Кау за karam AS a, Paka ta paying 


worth P458.9 million on Wednesday. AFP 
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GIR seen to remain at $15B in '05 


AGGI aims to close 
McDonald's deal 
in 1st quarter 


HOLDING firm Alliance Global Group Inc. (Ag- 
gi) said it was set to complete a deal for the ac- 
quisition of companies running the McDonald's 
franchise in the country by March next year. 

However, AGGI first vice president Dina Inting 
said, in a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
апре, no agreement had yet been signed be- 
tween AGGI and Golden Arches Development 
Corp. (GADC) and Y&M Development Corp. 

AGGI earlier said it would buy 49 percent 
of GADG, the company that operates and 
holds the license for McDonald's restaurants 
in the Philippines, and the shares of holding 
firm Y&M Development held by McDonald's 
Réstaurant Operations Inc. (MRO) to position 
itselfas a leading food service retailer. 

MRO isa wholly-owned subsidiary of MeDon- 
aldis Corp. and was formed as a Delaware com- 
pany in 1979. It has no relationship with AGGI. 

AGGI chair and shareholder George Yang is 
ia joint venture partner of MRO in GADC, 
‘Golden Arches Realty Corp. (GARC) and Y&M 
“Development Corp. 

GARC is owned by MRO and George Yang 
and is a joint venture company that holds, 
owns and leases real estate. 

Y&M Development is owned by Yang and 
МКО, and is a direct shareholder of a portion 
„ofshares in GADC. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas expects its 
gross international reserves to remain at $14- 
$15 billion in 2005, the same level targeted 
for this year, in view of a cautious outlook on 
the global business environment. 

in a press briefing, BSP Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura said it would be nice if the 
country were to post higher growth rates in 
exports as this would help build up the GIR. 
But as the global economy appeared headed 
for a slowdown next year, the BSP said the 
country could not rely on export earnings 
alone to generate foreign exchange. 

А regional report recently released by the 
Asian Development Bank said the winding 
down of the global electronics cycle, weaker 
growth in industrial countries and an eco- 
nomic slowdown in China would likely lead 
to a lower gross domestic product growth of 
4.7 percent next year. 

‘The domestic economy likely grew by 6.1 
percent this year, based on the government's 
latest estimate. 

The country’s GIR slipped to a nine-month 
low of $15.82 billion in end-November due to 
‘outflows for public sector debt servicing. This 
‘was 0.6 percent lower than the updated level of 
$15.92 billion as of end-October and the $16.82 
billion level posted in November last year. 

The GIR—consisting of the BSP's gross for- 
eign currency holdings, gold reserves, special 
drawing rights from multilateral institutions 
and foreign investments—is seen as an in 
cator of the economy's ability to service its 
foreign exchange requirements. 

The flat GIR build-up expected by the BSP 


for 2005 is also related to the foreign borrow- 
ing mix planned by the national government. 

“They agreed that they won't go beyond 
50-50 percent, which is doable,” BSP Gover- 
nor Rafael Buenaventura said. 

Proceeds from the governments foreign 
borrowings help boost the GIR which, in turn, 
cover payments for the importation of goods 
and debt servicing. The BSP dips into the GIR 
when it needs to defend the local currency 
from speculative attacks. 

‘The current GIR level is still adequate to cov- 
er about 4.2 months of imports of goods as well 
as payments of services and income. Alterna- 
tively, this level stands 2.6 times the country’s 
short-term debt based on original maturity and 
1.4 times based on residual maturity. 

Short-term debt based on residual maturity 
refers to outstanding short-term external debt 
оп original maturity plus principal payments 
on medium- and long-term loans of the public 
and private sectors falling due within the next 
12 months, 

The slower build-up of the foreign reserves 
this year is partly due to the slowdown in the 
current account surplus, a major component 
of the balance of payment. 

The current account records trade in goods 
and services as well as transfers while the cap- 
ital and financial account records loan trans- 
actions, investment flows, short-term capital 
and other related items. 

According to the BSB the lower current ac- 
count surplus this year was due to the rise in. 
imports and did not mean that the economy 
"was becoming less competitive in global 
trade. The higher import bill was also at- 
tributed to the rising oil prices. 


Low farmgate prices, high consumer prices 


‘By Ernesto Ordoñez 


LOW farmgate prices are bad for the farmer; 
‘high retail prices are bad for the consume: 
“Both often blamed the middleman as the main 
“culprit. While this is often true, in many cases, 
the blame is more properly be placed on other. 
‘aspects of the logistics system. Examples are 
“the faulty transportation infrastructure and 
antiquated methods of preventing wastage. 

i The huge difference be- 
“tween farmgate and retail 
"prices is shown for indicative 
‘products in the table below. 
‘Compared to other coun- 
tries, our margins are excessive. For example, 
‘for carrots and pork, the retail prices are dou- 
“ble the farmgate prices. 


MWastage 
2 There are a variety of reasons why these 
"large margins exist. Decreasing the layers of 
the middleman is one solution. This can be 
‘done through bagsakan centers, cooperative 
‘buying and selling arrangements, buy-back 
contracts and other similar mechanisms. An- 
other solution is improving the physical trans- 
portation infrastructure. However, this often. 
costs more than we can afford now with our 
financial cı 

“In our present situation, decreasing 
wastage as a way of cutting costs should be a 
priority area to consider. Today, wastage as 
measured in post harvest losses amount to the 
inexcusably high levels of 28 percent for 
fruits, 34 percent for rice, and 40 percent for 
vegetables. 


An example 

Barangay Viga of Rapu-rapu, Albay, is a 
coastal area where people catch and sell the 
Percula clown fish, popularized by the hit 
movie “Finding Nemo." The fisher sells each 
fish for P4, The middleman who sells this to 
the Manila buyer from the Albay site sells this 
for P8. Upon arriving in Manila, this fish sells 
for P13. Is the middleman to blame? 

In this particular case, the main culprit is 
wastage. 

‘Tomas Cobagsy who has successfully 
worked in this area, describes the situation in 
‘Albay. For more than 95 percent of the people 
engaged in this business, there is 30 percent 
mortality or wastage rate from the time the fish 
is caught to the time the fish leaves for Manila, 
This is because of poor handling systems, where 
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the seawater is not changed efficiently. 

For the surviving 70 percent that leave for 
Manila, one-third die for two main reasons. 

The first is that the jeepneys used for trans- 
port have erratic delivery times. This is due to 
factors such as bad roads, the jeepneys? condi- 
tion, and even the kotongs or bribes that are 
collected at numerous checkpoints. The ph lev- 
el becomes unstable, which is detrimental to 
the fish. Often, oxygen runs out and all the fish 
perish. 

The second reason is the 
decomposition of the waste 
excreted by the fish over 
‘many hours. This results in fa- 
tal ammonia levels, 

Consequently, if 100 fish start at the village 
level, the number decreases to 70 prior to 
shipment and goes down further to 47 upon 
arrival in Manila. Wastage is therefore, the 
main reason why the P4 received by the 
farmer increases to P13 at the retail level. 


The solution : 

Cabagay says he had solved both problems 
in Barangay Viga with very low cost methods 
and technologies. To solve the 30 percent 
mortality rate experienced while waiting for 
delivery, Cabagay placed the fishes in individ- 
ual jars located in fish cages right inside the 
sea. There was no need to change the seawa- 
ter. This alone brought down the 30 percent 
mortality to 1 percent. 

То solve the 33 percent mortality of the fish 
shipped to Manila, Cabagay used the rail system 
instead of jeepneys. Since the гай time was pre- 
dictable, he could plan for providing enough 
oxygen for the fish. He solved the ammonia lev- 
el caused by the decomposition of the waste by 
simply not feeding the fish for three days before 
delivery. To stabilize the ph level, he introduced 
‘compounds into the water which had the added 
benefit of killing parasites and bacteria. These 
combined actions brought the 30 percent mor- 
tality to one percent. 


Product 
Carrots 
Pork 
Rice(converted 
from Palay) 
Chicken 
Bangus 


farmgate 
P10 
P53 
P12 


P63 
P53 
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retail price 
P25 
P108 
P20 


P89 
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Tel. Nos.: 373-4101 + 924-6725 


Instead of a 47-percent mortality rate, this 
simple mechods and technologies brought down 
the mortality rate to less than 2 percent. There- 
fore, the P9 difference between the farmers P4 
price and the retailers P13 price can easily be cut 
by P4. The retail price could be P8 instead of P13. 
Ifthe Manila market can pay P13 for this fish, the 
fisher can then get PB instead of P4. 

However, Cabagay says less than 5 percent. 
ofthe peoplethere are using his proven meth- 
‘ods and technologies but that is because gov- 
епител extension workers are either not 
aware of or are not instructed to spread this 
knowledge. He believes itis easy to do this if 
only there is political will. 


Conclusion 

When considering cutting the wide spreads 
between farmgate and retail prices, expensive 
solutions such as improving the physical i 
frastructure are always considered. A recom- 
mended approach is that all possible solu- 
tions and their corresponding impacts be 
studied first and analyzed using a cost benefit 
approach. Avoiding wastage through the use 
of low cost methods and technologies should 
bea priority area to consider. 

‘When the answer with the best Return Of 
Investment (ROI) has been determined, the 
‘appropriate group from the 17,000 agricul- 
ture and fishery extension workers should be 
hamessed to help implement the solution. 
‘This approach should be used on a specific 
commodity basis as soon as possible. This ap- 
pears to be the best way of addressing the 
tremendous gap between the farmgate and 
retail price today, thus benefiting both the 
farmers and consumers. 

(The author is chair of Agriwatch, a private 
sector initiative; former undersecretary of agri- 
‘culture and trade and industry, and former 
chair and Cabinet secretary for Presidential 
Flagship Programs and Projects. For inquiries 
or suggestions, e-mail agriwatchphil@ya- 
ћоо.сот or telefax 02-8516635) 


margin 
P15 
P56 
РВ 


farmgate % of retail 
40% 
49% 
60% 


P26 
P22 


71% 
71% 


11-month 


percent from 55451 
Jobs in the first 11 
‘months of 2003. 

At the same time, 
foreign investments 
increased 363 per- 
cent to P137.1 billion 
from P29.6 billion. 

Capital from local 
investors grew 507 
percent to P30.3 bilion 
from P20.1 billion. 

Of the total capital 
commited from Jan- 
wan to November 
PIS bilion or 689 
percent were infas- 
mucure projects in 
electricity, gas and wa- 
ter supply. 

Projects in the 
manufacturing sector. 
made up 22.8 per- 
cent; information 
technology service, 
4.5 percent, real 
tate and renting ac- 
tivities, 2.6 percent, 
and mining and quar- 
rying 0.9 percent. 
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lopment Corp. reported that its January to November 


sales performance was 118 percent higher than the year-ago figure. The 


November sales level, however, was lower than year-ago level. 


CITY and Land Developers Inc. sald it was still waiting for the approval 
by the Securitles and Exchange Commission of Its plan to Issue P750 


million worth of short-term commercial papers. 


PNOG Exploration Corp. confirmed that It was negotiating with a South 
Korean consortium for the sale of 49 percent of its 10 parcent participa- 
tion in service contract no. 38, which covers the Malampaya oil and gas 


field project. 


LEPANTO Consolidated Mining Co. said it had no plan to declassify its 


Class A and B shares. 


MICHAEL Garcia, vice president of International Exchange Bank, dls- 
posed of 248,000 shares of the bank at P16.75 each. Compiled by: Dal. 
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Another Razon to rejoice New revenue-sharin 


THE PHILIPPINES’ ICTSI of Enrique 
Razon Jr. and the Sorianos has just 
been awarded the Okinawa container. 
cargo terminal contract by the 
Japanese government. 

The Okinawan port of Naha should 
add around 10 percent more business 
to the ICTSI Group when the 
Japanese venture starts operation by 
Jan. l, 2006, according to the 
grapevine. 

ICTSI now operates the con- 
tainerized cargo terminals in the 
ports of Suape, Brazil, and Gdynia, 
Poland, in addition to the home- 
town ports in North Harbor, Subic 
and Bauan, Batangas. 

The Okinawa port victory came 
right after ICTSI had been short-list- 
ed but eventually lost in the interna- 
tional bidding for the worldwide as- 
sets of US rail giant CSX, which di- 
vested itself of container cargo ter- 
minal operations spread around the 
globe. 

News of the Okinawa victory was 
made public after the local stock 
market had closed. ICTSI closed 
yesterday at P5.70, unchanged from 
the previous day. The stock has 
more than doubled from its 52- 
week low of P2.75. 

ICTSI has also submitted a bid to 
operate the containerized cargo ter- 
minal of the port of Corpus Christi, 
Texas. 


Architectural misimpressions 


COcKTALES 


Victor C. 
Agustin 


been credited for the renovation 
plans. 

According to Regala, the village 
association commissioned Manosa, 
but the barangay, which was fund- 
ing the renovation, decided to scale 
down and instead rely on plans 
drawn up by the city engineering 
department. 

“We have never had any arrange- 
ment with architect Manosa," Re- 
gala wrote, adding that the renova- 
tion simply involved the installa- 
tion of glass doors, windows and 
airconditioning units in the village. 
hall. 


Neighborly jump 

THE PRESIDENT of Philippine Town- 
ships, Raul Martinez, is leaving the 
Concepcion company to join and help 
revive Philippine Realty of the 
Lanuzas after being offered a partner- 
shipstatus. 

Philtown developed One McKinley 
and the stil rising Fairways Tower in 
the Fort, while Philrealty plans to 
build two condos in what is now the 
parking lot between the Pacific Plaza 
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boosts Piltel revenue by P7B 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE REVISED scheme for revenue sharing 
and management charges between the 
wireless units of Philippine Long Distance 
‘Telephone Co. will add P7 billion to the cof- 
fers of Pilipino Telephone Corp. this year. 

Piltel chair Manuel Pangilinan said that 
with the new agreement on revenue shar- 
ing, Piltel will end up with a net income of 
P7.74 billion in the first three quarters, 
from P743 million. 

The board of directors of Piltel and 
Smart last Wednesday approved the plan 
to shift 80 percent of wireless revenue to 
Piltel, from the previous 50-50 sharing, as 
payment for Pilte!'s use of Smart's cellular 
infrastructure and facilities. 

The new agreement would also cover 
the management fees being charged to Pil- 


tel for network maintenance, customer 
careand general ad 


"This change will result in the re- 
flection of a positive P3.3 billion ad- 
justment to Piltel's operating results 
for the period January to September," 
said Piltel in a statement. 

“In addition, Smart shall compen- 
sate Piltel P3.7 billion representing 
Piltels equitable share of revenues as 
a result of it having achieved a critical 
mass of subscribers and resultant 


cent of Piltel's revenue after its subscriber 
base reached 42 million in end берите 
er. 

Together with Smart, PLDT's wireless 
subscribers stood at 17.5 million by the end. 
ofthe fourth quarter. 

"The eamings would be reflected in PLDT 
since the group had consolidated the books 
ofits wireless business. There are some leaks 
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Insurance Contracts 


because about 8 percent of Pilte is owned by 
the public; said Pangilinan. 

Piltel shares closed at P2.50 yesterday, 
up from P2.46 Wednesday. ~ 

This year, Piltels share price had surged 
bymore than 100 percent. 2 

But Smart bought а 47-percent stake in 
Piltel, from PLOT for only 20.59 centavos 
pershare. 
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is mainly due to 


ARCHITECT Jose Mahosa should not 
mope about Barangay Urdaneta dis- 
carding his architectural plans for the 
Friendship Hall of the Urdaneta Vil- 
lage since there are no Manosa plans 
or drawings to discard to begin with, 
according to barangay captain Angela 
Regala. 

Manosa nor only questioned the 
missing professional credits (Cock- 
tales, Dec. 22, 2004), the architect 
even hired the law firm of Cayanga, 
Zuniga & Angel to ask the Urdaneta 
Village Homeowners Association why 
barangay functionaries had instead 


Towers and UCC Café. 

Incidentally, the planned Philrealty 
condos are right across from the ro- 
tunda from One McKinley. 


Heard through the grapevine 

ORTIGAS landlord Leonardo Umale 
has stepped on a lot of big toes, the 
latest being those of Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Luis “Chavit” Singson's. 


Cocktales will take a holiday break 
and will be back on Jan. 3, 2005. 

(Email 
orcocktales pdi@yahoo.com) 


pated,” the 


added. 


cocktales pdi@pldtdsl.net 


economies of scale earlier than antici 
company statement 


Changes in revenue arrangement 
between Piltel and Smart Communi- 
cations Inc. would likewise allow Pil- 
tel to make full use of P4.3 billion in 
tax breaks following years of losses. 

About P4.3 billion in Pills tax 
breaks would lapse by 2005. 

Piltel had been in the red since 
1997 and the net loss last year 
reached P3.35 billion. 

Mobile sales now make up 87 per- 


Cargill sees better year for feeds in '05 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


ANIMAL feeds manufacturer Cargill Philip- 
pines, which markets the Purina line, expects 
а 10-percent increase in its sales next year as 
raisers increase their hog population. 

Cargill product manager Sonny Q. Catacu- 
tan told the Inquirer yesterday that the in- 
crease in the selling prices of hogs in the sec- 
ond half of the year has encouraged livestock 
raisers to boost production 

Catacutan said increased production 
would boost demand for animal feeds next 
yearby about 25,000 metric tons. 

"We see the year to be positive as hog 
prices, which went over P95 to P100 per kilo- 
gram at the farmgate, urged raisers to im- 
prove on production," Catacutan said. 

Cargill Philippines is the local unit of 
Cargill Inc., an international marketer, pro- 
cessor and distributor of agricultural, food, fi- 
nancial and industrial products and services. 
It operates in 60 countries. 

In the Philippines, Cargill produces 
feeds for the livestock, poultry and aqua- 
culture sectors, such as the Purina and Pork 
Focus feeds. 

Cargill Philippines said it was close to get- 
ting a HACCP (Hazard Analysis in Central 
Control Points) certification from the Societe 
Generale de Surveillance (SGS), which will 
make it the first feedmilling company in the 
Philippines to have all of its plants HACCP- 
certifed. 

Benel Angeles, Cargill Philippines central 
laboratory head, said a HACCP certification 
will further bolster the company's position as 
one of the country's world-class feedmilling 
operators. 

“Our efforts to be HACCP-certified is part of 
the company's global initiative to promote 
food safety, starting with our animal feed 
products," said Angeles. 


HACCP is a management system designed 
for use in all segments of the food industry, in- 
cluding animal production. 

With НАССР, food safety is addressed 
through the analysis and control of biologi- 
cal, chemical and physical hazards, from 
processing of raw materials and manufac- 
turing, to product packaging and distribu- 
tion. 

‘Angeles said that with the system’s im- 
plementation in all of its plants and facili- 
ties in the Philippines, HACCP will mini- 
mize or totally eliminate the feeds’ possible 
contamination from biological hazards like 
bacteria, pathogens and mycotoxins, 
chemical hazards like pesticides, animal 
drugs and physical hazards like stones, 
glass, pieces of wood and other foreign ma- 
terials. 

In working to get a HACCP certificate 
from 565, Angeles said Cargill Philippines 
is being assisted by the company's central 
laboratory experts in its Pulilan, Bulacan, 
plant 

"We are being helped by our experts from 
the central laboratory. They support our bio- 
diversity and HACCP endeavors by managing 
the quality assurance of feed products. 

‘The laboratory tests raw materials for pro- 
tein, fiber fast, ash, mineral and vitamin con- 
tents. 

They also ensure the raw materials’ cor- 
rect processing and oversees the quality 
control of the finished feed product," said 
Angeles. 

The Pulilan plant has an 150-17025 ce 
tification and is so far the only ISO-cert 
fied feed mill plant laboratory in the coun- 
uy. 

‘Among Cargill's more than 40 laboratories 
worldwide, the Philippine laboratory scored 
the highest in terms of safety and second 
highest in terms of quality. 


Teves asks fisherfolk to get loans 


DAGUPAN CITY--The Land Bank of the 
Philippines has asked small fishermen, one of 
the priority sectors of the government-run 
bank, to avail themselves of loans for their 
fishing business needs. 

Margarito Teves, LBP president, said the 
fishery sector has not been fully reached by 
the bank and only a few fishermen coopera- 
tives have applied for loans. 

“That is why we need our parmers like ru- 
ral financial institutions who know the small 
fishermen better to assist us ín reaching our to 
them,” Teves told reporters here. 

Fishery is a booming industry here, with 
the city’s rivers used for aquaculture. 

‘Mayor Benjamin Lim said the local govern- 
ment has passed an ordinance that ‘leveled’ 
the playing field for the fishery industry 

There was a time when only the big capital- 
{sts used the rivers for fish culture. 

But with the fishery ordinance, even small 
fishermen can build their own fishery struc- 
tures in the rivers, he said. 

Lim, however, said the lack of capital made 
it difficult for small fishermen to put up their 
own fishery structures. 

"They used to be mere componidor (care- 
takers) of the fish pens owned by the big capi- 


talists who provide the nets, bamboos, feeds 
and stocks,” Lim said. "The missing compo- 
nentis financing.” 

“Teves assured Lim that the LBP would extend 
loans to the citys small fishermen. 
‘Teves said in the last two years, many borrowers 
have availed themselves of loans from the LBP 
for the small-and medium-scale enterprises. 

“This is, perhaps, because we reduced the 
processing time and we have become liberal 
with the collateral requirements. These at- 
tract the cooperatives and micro businessmen 
who (we also help) in conducting feasibility 
studies orcreating business plans," he said, 

The LBP has a standing P417-million loan 
in Pangasinan--P212 million extended to co- 
operatives and P205 million representing 
livelihood projects and salary loans. 

Teves said most of the deposits generated 
in the Ilocos are plowed back to the region as 
loans. 

He said that last year, the deposit to loan ra- 
tio was P5.2 to P1 (meaning, for every P5.2 
deposit, P1 is borrowed by residents in По- 
cos). 

“Now, the ratio is P4.2 to P1,” Teves said. 

Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern Lu- 
zon Bureau 
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BLOOD CLOT 


Lumbrokinase 


CAPSULES 


The only dietary supplement proven 
to DISSOLVE BLOOD CLOTS 


YOU are at HIGH RISK if you have: 


ga 


* Diabetes 
Hypertension 
Heart Disease 
High Cholesterol 
Obesity 
A Stressful Lifestyle 


IWASAN ang STROKE 


i 


na.. para walang bara! 


Avaiable at all mercury drug  & other leading drugstores. For inquiries about product and dealer promo, 
plesse call Hotine Nos. (0218942952, (0278642887 or 0919-6250944 or email plasmin,inquiry@yahoo.com. 


DECEMBER 27 (Mon), 30 (Thur) & 31 (Fri), 2004 
at the following branches 
.:.. METRO MANILA BRANCHES 


December 27 
Asuncion (Sam - 12 nn) 
Blumentritt (9 am - 4 pm) 
Cainta (Sam - 12 nn) 
Divisoria - Sta. Elena 
(am - 12 nn) 
Greenhills (дат - 1 pm) 
Ilaya (8 ат - 12 nn) 
J. Abad Santos (Sam - 3 pm) 
Marikina (дат - 12 nn) 
Sto. Cristo (Gam - 12nn) 


December 27 

Cabanatuan City 
(@am-3pm) 

Cagayan De Oro - Lapasan 
(9am- 12 пп) 


Cebu - Talisay (10 am - 2 рт) Cebu - Lapu-Lapu (Gaisano Mall) Laoag (9am - 12nn) 


Laoag (Sam - 12 пп) 
Tacloban (Sam - 12 nn) 


ALL China Bank Mali branches: 
Commonwealth - Ever Gotesco 


(10am - 2pm) 


'SM City Bicutan (10am - 2pm) 


SM Fairview (10am - 2pm) 
SM Megamall (10am - 2pm) 
SM North EDSA (10am - 2pm) 
SM Southmall (10am - 2pm) 


Tutuban Center (10am - 2pm) 


Tutuban Prime (10am - 2pm) 


PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


ALL China Bank Mall branches: 


Cavite - SM City Bacoor 


(10am - 2pm) 


Cebu- Lahug (JY Square Mall) 


(10am - 2pm) 


(10am - 2pm) 
Cebu - SM City (10am - 2pm) 
Marilao - SM City (10am - 2pn 


Since 1920 


December 30 
Marikina (9 am - 12 nn) 
December 31 
Divisoria - Sta. Elena 
(gam - 12 nn) 
Sto. Cristo (Bam - 12 пп) 
) Tutuban Center (дат - 12 nn) 
Tutuban Prime (gam - 12 пп) 


December 30 
Cabanatuan - Maharlika 
(@am- 12 пп) 


December 31 
Bacolod-Araneta (дат - 12nn) 


TON SKELETAL FORCE TO ACCEPT DEPOSITS ONLY 


тер 


Priyono Depot insurance Corporation 
Deposts insured up 1o P250,000 00 per depostor 


EE CHINABANK 


Your success is our business. 


AIR 


peas An 


Taxpayers as tax collectors 


By Noel P Rabaja and Racquel A. Endaya 
SGY & Co. 


UNDER the withholding tax system, payors of 
the income are entrusted by the government 
as its withholding agents. As such, these with- 
holding agents are held responsible to collect 
the tax on behalf of the government and remit 
the same on a periodic basis (e.g., monthly). 
Thè taxes collected are considered trust funds 
for the government to be maintained by the 
withholding agents in separate accounts until 
thé time of remittance to the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue's collecting officers. 
Iniother words, the taxpayers 
serve as the bureau's tax collectors 
as faras withholding taxes are concerned. 

‘Withholding taxes can be categorized into 
three classes: expanded, final and withholding 
tax on compensation. Expanded withholding 
tax (or EWT, for brevity) applies to income pay- 
ments to resident corporations and individuals 
other than employees. Withholding tax on com- 
pensation applies to employees. Both expanded 
"withholding tax and withholding tax on com- 
pensation are in the nature of advance payment 
of income tax due from the income recipient, 
and therefore creditable against the income tax 
liability of the said income recipient. On the oth- 
er hand, final withholding tax applies to income. 
payments subject to final tax, such as payments 
to non-residents. This means the tax withheld 
by the withholding agent is constituted as the 
full and final payment of the income tax due 
from the income recipient. 

‘Taxpayers, particularly corporations, are 
often confronted with the issue on whether or 
mot to withhold on their income payments. 
The bureau issued various regulations and 
memorandum circulars on withholding tax. 


General rule 

Under Section 2.57.3 of Revenue Regula- 
tions (RR) No. 2-98, otherwise known as the 
Consolidated Withholding Tax Regulations, 
the following persons are constituted as with- 
holding agents for purposes of creditable 
withholding taxes: 

a. In general, any juridical person, whether 
or not engaged in trade or business; 

b, An individual, with respect to payments 
made in connection with his trade or busi- 
ness. However, insofar as taxable sale, ex- 
change or transfer of real property is con- 
cerned, individual buyers who are not en- 
gaged in trade or business are also constituted 
as withholding agents; 

c. All government offices including govern- 
ment-owned or -controlled corporations, as 
well as provincial, city and municipal govern- 
ments. 


“Control over the payment" 

In various rulings issued by the bureau, it was 
emphasized that the person (may bean individu- 
al or a corporation) who had control over the 
payment was the one primarily responsible to 
‘withhold the tax and remit the same to the bu- 
reau, Let us take as an example the case where a 
custom's broker advances the payment to а for- 
warder for its importer-client. Under RR No. 2- 
98, payment for forwarding services is subject to 
2 percent EWT. In this case, the custom's broker 
may be considered as the withholding agent for 
the 2 percent EWT since itis the one who has the 
direct control over the payment to the forwarder. 


New Rule—RR No. 30-2003 

‘With the issuance of RR No. 30-2003, the 
Tules seem to have changed. Section 5 states 
“All income payments which are required to 
be subjected to withholding tax shall be sub- 
jectto the corresponding withholding tax rate 
to be withheld by the person having control 
over the payment and who, at the same time, 
claims the expenses, xxx.” 

In the sample case cited above, the custom's 
broker, although having the direct control over 
the payment to the forwarder, does not claim 
the expense but merely advances the payment 
to the forwarder, and reimburses the same from 
the importer-lient. A question now arises as to 
who is the proper withholding agent in this kind 
of transaction. In this regard, RR No. 30-2003 
amends Section 2.57.3 of RR No. 2-98 to pro- 
vide additional rules as follows: "Agents, em- 


ployees or any person purchasing goods or ser- 
vices/paying for and in behalf of the aforesaid 
withholding agents shall likewise withhold in 
their behalf, provided thatthe official receipts of 
payment/sales invoice shall be issued in the 
name of the person whom the former repre- 
sents and the corresponding certificate of taxes 
withheld (BIR Form No. 2307) shall immediate- 
уђе issued upon withholding of the tax." 

From the foregoing amendment, it seems 
that the custom's broker remains to be the per- 
son primarily responsible to withhold the 2 per- 
cent EWT from the payment to the forwarder 

since the direct control of payment 


TAX-FILES lies with him. However, the actual 


remittance of the withheld tax to the. 
bureau and the issuance of the corresponding 
withholding tax certificate to the forwarder are 
the responsibilities of the importer-client being 
the one claiming the expense. Stated otherwise, 
the responsibility of the custom's broker is 
merely to withhold and issue the withholding 
tax certificate in behalf of the importerclient. 
Note that the official receipt/sales invoice is re- 
quired to be issued in the name of the importer- 
client. This is an indication that the bureau may 
indeed have intended to place the burden of re- 
miting the withholding tax to the importer- 
client whois the one claiming the expense. 

"The foregoing rule also holds true in the 
case where two or more persons share an ex- 
pense which is subject to EWT. A classic exam- 
ple of this scenario is the payment for security 
Services (which is subject to 2 percent EWT) if 
the facility is being occupied by two or more 
companies. There is an issue if one party ini- 
tially advances the payment to the security 
agency and simply reimburses from the other 
companies their respective share in the ex- 
pense, Under the old rule, the advancing party 
was considered as the withholding agent for 
the entire payment to the security agency, and 
маз the one required to issue the correspond- 
ing withholding tax certificate. Likewise, he 
was responsible to remit the withheld tax to 
the bureau. With the issuance of RR No. 30- 
2003, all parties sharing the expense are now 
considered as withholding agents. Based on 
the pertinent provision, income payments sub- 
ject to withholding shall include “payments 
made by persons who are sharing portion of 
the bill which is in the name of another person 
as long as heis a duly constituted withholding. 
agent and shall only withhold on the portion of 
the expense being shouldered by him.” This 
may elicit question of how the withholding 
shall be cartied out considering that the con- 
trol of payment to the security agency lies sole- 
lyin the hands of the advancing party. Asin the 
case of the previous example on custom's bro- 
ker, the responsibility of the advancing party is 
merely го withhold and issue the withholding 
tax certificate in behalf of the other parties to 
the extent of their respective share in the ex- 
pense, but the actual remittance of the related 
withheld tax to the bureau shall be the respon- 
sibility of all the parties sharing the expense. 
This is consistent with the provision men- 
tioned earlier that the party who claims the ex- 
pense is generally the one responsible to remit. 
the withholding tax to the bureau. 


Failure to withhold 

Note that the impact of the failure to with- 
hold is not only a possible deficiency with- 
holding ta assessment from the bureau, but 
also a possible disallowance of the related ex- 
pense as deduction for income tax purposes. 
This is based on Section 34(K) of the amend- 
ed National Internal Revenue Code (ЧС) as 
implemented by Section 2.58.5 of RR No. 2- 
98. As such, itis imperative for the taxpayers, 
as withholding agents of the bureau, to prove 
that the expenses they claim as deductions for 
income tax purposes are subjected to the ap- 
propriate withholding taxes. 

Much has been written about withholding 
tax yet the subject just could not seem to rest 
in peace. It has always brought forth ques- 
tions not only from the income recipients sub- 
jected to withholding, but also from the tax- 
payers who are constituted as withholding 
agents. Indeed, the issues inherent to the 
withholding tax system are something that 
taxpayers, as the bureau's "tax collectors," 
have o live with. 
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Staying on top by making 
children look like kids 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


А TOP marketing executive recently 
commented on a billboard showing a 
girl, about 8 years old, dressed up ina 
teenagers garb—short skirt, fitted 
shirt, face with lip gloss and blush. 

He wondered out loud why parents 
want their children to look older, as if 
rushing them to grow up, when kids 
are naturally beautiful 

Dressing up kids to make them look 
‘older is common not justin the Philip- 
pines but in other countries as well. 
One children's clothing store that has 
managed to help make kids look like 
kids via its products is OshKosh B gosh 
inc., the 109-year-old firm that origi- 
nated from a town in Wisconsin, Unit- 
ed States, called Oshkosh. 

Founded in 1895, OshKosh B'Gosh, 
Inc. has grown from a small-town man- 
wfacrurer of adult workwear into a 
global marketer of children's clothing 
and accessories. Known for its rugged, 
men's hickory-stiped bib overalls, 
OshKosh began making the pint size 
version in the early 1900's, so that chil- 
dren could dress like their fathers. It 
wasn't ший Miles Kimball, а local mail 
order firm, featured a pair of children's 
bib overalls in its national catalog that 
sales of the item took off. Prompted by 
the strong response, OshKosh B Gosh 
expanded distribution into specialty 
and department stores, and gradually 
broadened its children's line. 

Alison G. Larson, managing direc- 
tor for International Business Devel- 
opment of OshKosh recently flew to 
Manila for the opening of the new 
OshKosh concept store at the Gare- 
way in Cubao. She met with Business 
Friday to talk about the children's 
wear industry and what its like to 
spend half of her time travelling. 

“OshKosh is a very ethical company 
which is nice to work for. It is very dif- 
ferent from other New York compa- 
nies which are sleek,” Larson says of 
her employer the past 15 years. 

She admits though that before they 
moved their office to the Empire State 
Building, they were not attracting 


This year’s awardees were Philip Young, 
“Anastacio Martirez, head of personal communications and mobile servic 


JANET Coronel, Alison Larson and Grace C. Agbayani 


enough young people for their design 
department. 

Larson says the 70s and '80s saw а 
kick in the children's wear. “It was in 
the’80s that the market exploded." 

From then on, the men’s line took a 
backseat to the children’s line. OshKosh 
however still carries adult clothes in 
some markets and even have a mater- 
nity line. But in the Philippines, they 
only carry the children's line via their 
parmer, Cinderella. 

Grace Coronel Agbayani, manag- 
ing director for Cinderella Dresses 
Inc. says sale of the children's line has 
been on a continuous uptrend, rising 
about about 10 percent every year. 
She admits this comes with opening 
of several new outlets yearly. 

‘There are 86 outlets for OshKosh in 
the country with 11 free standing 
shops. 

On the other hand, Larson says 
2003 was a tough year for OshKosh in 
the US but 2004 is turning out to be a 
good year. She said the 9-11 tragedy 
in 2001 affected the economy for the 
succeeding years. 

Their focus is the zero to seven year 


old market but in the Philippines their 
sizes fit up to young teens. 

Larson says although they put in. 
trendy designs in their clothes, the 
bulk remain the classic barn-style 
clothes that are denim-based. In the 
Philippines, Agbayani says their most 
saleable items are still he shirts. 

In the US, Larson says their gift 
packs are popular. All designs come 
from the US but the local markets are 
allowed certain flexibility to make the 
clothes cater more to the local tastes. 

It is Larson's job to go around the 
different market, and she says half of 
the time she is out. "Travelling a lot, 
you hive to be able to move and 
change arid be adaptable to your sur- 
soundings.” 

To cope with jet lag, she psychs up. 
herself to the new time by sleeping on 
the plane if she knows she is arriving in 
the morning. Or staying awake in the 
plane if she will arrive in the evening. 

Although she has her laptop, her 
basic tools remain pen and paper. She 
isset to move to Brussels by next year 
as OshKosh is developing the Euro- 
pean market. 


Association recently celebrated the 25th Agora Awards by gathering 
together past and present marketing awardees (in photos). 


president and COO of Festive Foods Int 


ternational Inc. for export marketing; 


es division at Smart Communications Inc., for 


marketing management, Roberto Gandionco, president and CEO of Julie's Franchise Corp. for entrepreneurship (large 


scale) and Henry Lim Bon Liong of SL Agritech for entrepreneurship (medium scale). 
трапу of the Year Award: Megaworld Corp. and 


conferred the Outstanding Achievement Award for 


‘Another first was having two recipients of the Marketing Cor 
Mercury Drug Corp. SM Foundation, SM Mall's socio-civic arm, 


Advocacy Marketing. 


There's hope for Filipino shoemakers 


OVER the years, the Philippines 
earned a reputation as one of the 
best shoe producers in the 
world. Primarily because of the 
then-thriving Marikina footwear 
industry, the country became a 
major shoe exporter to the US, 
where its brands became the talk 
of Fifth Avenue in New York, and 
other countries in the mid-80s. 
At one time, the country’s shoe 
‘exports reached $200 million. 
Back then local shoemakers 
earned the monicker, “Italians of 
Asia," because of the designs and 
artistry shown via the shoes 
However, that is not the case 
anymore. Today, the local shoe 
industry is suffering from the in- 
flux of cheap, imported shoes, 
and is slowly succumbing to 
competition, mainly from China, 


where shoe factories whip up 
more than 5 billion pairs of 
cheap shoes every year, virtually 
gaining control of half the global 
markers footwear needs, ac- 
cording to Shoelnfo.Net. 

Consumers, naturally went 
for cheaper shoes. 

But some foreigners still be- 
lieve that locally-made shoes can 
hit it big over the Chinese-made 
brands, especially in other high- 
profile markets like Europe, if 
given enough exposure. 

This was the impression of 
German shoe trade fair experts 
from Messe Düsseldorf GmbH, 
organizers of the highly success- 
ful GDS The Premier Shoe Event, 
whose latest edition will happen 
on March 17-20, 2005 in Dussel 
dorf, Germany. The Philippines’ 


participation also marks the 
country’s return to the fair, who 
last participated 15 years ago. 

"Т believe its time Philippine 
shoe makers look at other mar- 
kets, and Europe is a very bright 
and interesting prospect. The Eu- 
Topean taste is on the stylish side, 
and Filipino shoe products, 
known for their unique style and 
innovativeness, can cash in on 
this,” states Hendrik Schellkes, ex- 
hibition manager for Messe Dis- 
seldorf in an interview during a 
seminar, which he and Peter Kern, 
а renowned foorwear expert, held 
for Philippine participants to the 
upcoming international стаде fair 

During the seminar, Schellkes 
said Europe already noticed the 
proliferation of good, high-qual- 
ity products from Asia, particu- 


larly in the Philippines. “Other 
Asean countries, Malaysia, for 
example, have already estab- 
lished a foothold in Europe. In 
fact, they have already found a 
niche-in sandals-and we would 
like to see the Philippines do the 
same,” says Schellkes. 

dds that regarding com- 
petition from China, the country 
should avoid China because it 
cannot compete in a price war. 
“China's goods are priced much 
lower, and you cannot compete 
with that. What's best is to be 
around the most trendy, fashion- 
able and good-quality market, 
but offer products that are rea- 
sonably priced. By offering more 
innovative shoe designs, it 
would be easy to gera slice of the 
European market, composed 


mostly of French and Italian buy- 
ers who are always on the look- 
ош for new and innovative prod- 
ucts from other markets,” Schel- 
Жез said. 

Schellkes was particularly em- 
phatic about the Philippines par- 
ticipation to the fair, which he 
said was very timely, considering 
the tremendous development of 
the local shoe industry. The Euro- 
pean market is watching the 
Philippine shoe industry and is 
aware of its reputation, he said. 

"The more important thing 
here is to create impact in Europe 
by presenting quality-made prod- 
ucts above everything else. OF 
course, they (Filipino shoemak- 
s) should be able to make con- 
siderable profit,” Schellkes adds. 

Marikina City and its mayor, 


Maria Lourdes Fernando, leads lo- 
cal shoemaker who are taking 
рал in the fair to ensure the suc- 
cess of the country’s participation. 

GDS The Premier Shoe Event is 
the largest and leading shoe fair 
in the world, where 50 countries 
have showcased their products 
for the past 50 years. GDS The 
Premier Shoe Event puts on dis- 
play a wide spectrum of footwear, 
from sophisticated high heels to 
comfor shoes like sneakers. Prod- 
ucts in the fair are classified into 
three segments—modern, young, 
and global sources—with a diver- 
sity that visitors will find suitable 
10 their liking. Next years event 
have already attracted! 1,500 ex- 
hibitors, where they will present 
their latest collections t0 more 
than 40,000 international buyers. 
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Samsung grants $66,000 to Altiora Quaero 
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Foundation and Don Bosco Makati 


‘THE GREAT divide. 

It is that barrier separating the privileged 
from the less fortunate; the gap between the 
‘educated and the deprived. Indeed, in today's 
technology-driven world, this gap still exists, 

les no surprise actually, because, to gain 
jaecess to technology and knowledge of it, 

economics is a major consideration. This ex- 

plains that segment of that great divide called 
the digital divide-that chasm distancing the 
[techno-educated from the techno-deprived. 

A lot of measures have been taken to ad- 

| dress this problem including the implementa- 

tion of various community-based projects by 
‘organizations geared towards educating the 
‘youth in information technology. The Altiora 
Quaero Foundation Inc and the Salesians of St. 
John Bosco Northern Province are two of these 
organizations, Both recently received grants 
from Samsung DigitAll Hope 2004, a regional 
social responsibility program of Samsung Flec- 
tronic Ltd to fund their projects. 

Inaugurated last year, the project offers 
both monetary and product grants to any de- 
serving non-government organization, chari- 
table or educational institution, whose pro- 
jects are screened and selected from among 
other grant applications. It is basically hinged 
upon the enrichment of communities and in- 
dividual lives of youths and handicapped 
people within the Asia Pacific rim via technol 
ogy, thus bridging the digital divide still 
prevalent in societies. 

The Salesians of St. John Bosco is a reli- 
gious organization. Its project, titled "Institu- 
tionalizing the Use of E-Learning for Out of 


ALTIORA Quaero Foundation students at Victo- 
;ria's Farm overlooking a site where a green- 
"house will be developed 


School Training for Better Effectivity with 
Cost Efficiency in the Philippines”, sets it 
goals on expanding the e-learning system to 
reach more out-of-school youths in the coun- 
try by opening a network of learning centers 
for this marginalized sector outside the Don 
Bosco system. 

Its previous project, the Samsung елар, 
was the recipient of last year's grant. Sam- 
sung e-lab is an electronic training laboratory 
for the computer education of disadvantaged 
youth. The proposal garnered first place 
among grant applications from the Philip 
pines, and was adjudged second best in Asia 
among other proposal submissions from Aus- 
tralia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thai- 
land and Vietnam. 

The first elab opened in Don Bosco 
Makati. The 2003 grant was used for the 
‘building ofmore e-labs in Don Bosco affiliates 
in Tondo, Nueva Ecija, Naga, Legazpi, and 
Pampanga and for hardware acquisitions for 
these labs. Since then, opportunities have 
steadily knocked on the doors of its students 
luring them to greener pastures both here 
and abroad. 

“With our 2004 grant,” Bro. Joe Ferrer, 
technical director of Don Bosco Technical 
College explained, "We will expand this e- 
learning project outside the Don Bosco sys- 
tem. We will allot a certain number of institu- 
tions from each region including Mindanao.” 

Last year, the e-learning modules em- 
ployed in the first e-lab in Don Bosco Makati 
"were converted into CD format, For this year, 
Bro. Joe hopes that they will be able to con- 


EXHIBIT of the winners of the "Му DigitAll Hope’ 
poster-making contest. 


verttheir learning modules from CD to online 
format. 

For its part, the Altiora Quaero Foundation 
Inc in Negros Occidental has "Farm It", or Ju- 
venile Undertakings in Sustainable Farming 
through Alternative Resource Management 
and Information Technology" or "Project Just. 
Farm IT.” It will rely on the potency of agricul- 
ture in long-term economic development, In 
particular, the endeavor seeks to build a train- 
ing center and demonstration farm in rural 
areas that will make techno-savvy agri-en- 
trepreneurs out of OSYs in those regions. This 
will be implemented through a combination 
of IT materials and hands-on apprenticeship 
in small-scale, high-value agriculture. 

According to Roberto A. Alaban Jr, execu- 
tive director of the foundation, the grant will 
fund the renovation of the classrooms, pur- 
chase of computers for the training center, 
and will be used as startup funds for the 
farm. 

“After their training, we will organize the 
students into cooperatives and we will aid 
them in the marketing of their agricultural 
products,” he said, “We are committed to look 
after them even after the training. 

This year saw a total of 300 applications 
from Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singa- 
pore, Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines, 
‘Out of the 300, only 31 projects received the 
nod of the national judging panels. These 31 
projects had been reviewed and analyzed by 
a regional judging panel to handpick the 
2004 recipients of the grant. 

Unesco Ambassador Preciosa Soliven 


SOME of the students of the Don Bosco E-Leam- 
ing Center in Mandaluyong 


ALTIORA Quaero Foundation students 


AMBASSADOR Preciosa Soliven and Samsung president and CEO with 
representatives from Don Bosco and Altiora Quaero Foundation 


served as one of the regional 
judges for the 2004 DigitAll 
Hope Awards. The special guest 
at the awarding ceremony held 
at the Don Bosco Mandaluyong 
auditorium praised all the appli- 
cants for the grant. "Overall, 1 
can see that the use of technolo- 
gy by the youth is speeding up 
our journey toward a knowl- 
edge-based society" Soliven re- 
vealed. 

‘Another special guest was М: 
tional Youth Commission Chair, 
Paolo Benigno Aquino Ш who 
served in the national judging 
panel "Funding is always a 
problem when it comes to pro- 
jects like this,” he remarked. 
“But Samsung DigitAll Hope 
Award will ease this problem 
and hopefully, more youth-cen- 
tered projects will be set up in 
the coming years. 

Bro. Joe Ferrer SDB together 

ith Bro. Jun Inocencio SDB, su- 
perintendent of Don Bosco 
School and Training Center, re- 
ceived the grant for the Salesians 
of St. John Bosco. Meanwhile, 
executive director Roberto A. Al- 
aban Jrand treasurer Rene Talde 
received the grant for the Altiora 
Quaero. 

A total of $600,000 in funds 
was given to 15 organizations in 
the region last year. Of this, a 
$45,000 grant was earmarked 
for the Don Bosco Center for Re- 
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search and Training's Samsung |: 
e-lab proposal. 

For this year, Samsung raised 
its total funds by $100,000 due | 
to the winning projects’ great 
promise of helping the youth and |? 
contributing to social and eco- 
nomic development. In its two 
years of existence, Samsung Dig-" 
КАЈ Hope has awarded a total of 
$1.15 million in grants 

As Samsung Electronics 
Philippines Corporation Presi- 
dent and CEO Sang Youl Eom 
said in his speech during the 
awarding ceremony, “By bridg- 
ing this digital divide, technolo- 
gy will surely make Filipino 
youth more competitive and lead 
the country to social and eco- 
nomic prosperity.” 

Samsung has invited key indi 
viduals to form independent: 
judging committees on a nation- 
al and regional basis to evaluate 
submissions. This year's regional: 
panel includes Ambassador Pre- 
ciosa Soliven of Unesco-Philip- 
pines, Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, 
Minister of Sate, Mínistry of Na- 
tional Development and Min- 
istry of Trade and Industry for 
Singapore; Dr. Pairash Tha- 
jchayapong, president of the Na- 
tional Science and Technology 
Development Agency of Thai- 
land and Dr. H. Arief Rachman, 
executive chairperson of the In- 
donesian Counsel for Unesco. 


Luigi Bemas, бету Ablaze, Raya Roa- 


"4 Gonzalez and Leah de Guzman 
ades 


Edward Tan, Joleen Joyce Lim, 
Edward Tan and John Sy 


Oscar Reyes, 
Anton Huang 


Arlene Amarante and 


Pinky Webb plays host for 
the night 


Donna Amores, DJ Franchesca, 
Arlene Amarante, and 
Mari Litonjua 


Gretchen Barretto 
receives Motorola V3 
from Motorola's PCS 
country manager 
Arlene Amarante and 
Globe's president and 
CEO, белу Ablaza. 


£s a 


Globes бету Ablaza, 
Dianne Gonzalez, 
4 Lizanne Uyachaco 


Engagement 


Discover, appreciate and rave about Motorola УЗ 


That's what guests did at the recent unveiling of Motorola УЗ during the Mobile Alchemy, an 
intimate gathering of Globe Platinum Club members sponsored by Motorola. 


Опе Mckinley Place's The Edge illuminated in the glow of flash bulbs from the paparazzi as 
the Hub Trons (Ivarluski Aseron-clad, tech-savvy spokesmodels) disembark from the latest 
Jaguar XJ. Behind the velvet rope, guests were ushered in to Aliyah Parcs' mellow serenade, 
"This is complimented by the soothing interior and glass sculptures, setting the tone for the 
elegant affair 


The event, which showcased various forms of mobile cravings had the Hub Trons stride the 
red carpet wilh the Motorola V3-Globe Platinum tandem on their hands. They enticed the 
crowd to check out how a mobile phone so thin can deliver sophisticated technology. 


Motorola's new V3 is the essence of advanced engineering and superlative design. Just 13. 
9 mm thin, it can rival the width of an average credit card, Although one of the slimmest 
phones in the market, it is rich in function, performance excellence and superior design 
innovation. A quad-band embedded with Bluetooth, VGA camera, 2.2 hi-resolution screen 
with up to 262K colors and stylish metallic finishes, it is the ultimate, beautiful slim-phone. 


VIPs who were Globe-Platinum members and Jaguar All-Aluminum XJ car owners were even 
more indulged as Arlene Aran Amarante, Motorola Philippines Personal Communications. 
Sector country manager presented each one their own Motorola УЗ units. 


For them the phone Is much desired. With an alrcraft grade aluminum-cast magnesium finish, 
it's a gorgeous companion to any occasion, in every part of the world. The precision cut metal 
keypad is sleek and sensitive to the softest touch. And they don't need to open this mobile to 
volce-dial, capture images and know who's calling. A slender sensation, it slips easily on the 
pocket and makes plenty of room in the purse. A prized catch for an awed bunch. 


“THE NEW MOTOROLA 


RAZAV3 


Models sirike a pose with Motorola УЗ and Globe 
duabline opllSIM excel 


Arlene Cu, Vickie Tan-Yao, Lizanne Uychaco. 
‘and Emest Cu, 


Motorola V3 and Globe dual-line opliSIM 
excel is a perfect combination 
Sh Үт NA 


| 
| 


(The photographs above were taken during the awards ceremony held in 
Malacadan Palace on December 17, 2004. Hon. Noll de Castro, Vice President of 
the Republic of the Philippines, conferred the awards.) 


This is a day for celebration! 

We celebrate the success of local governments in defining 
What Is meant by good public service, in establishing standards 
for efficiency, and in proving that no problem can be daunting 
before a community that works as a team. 

We need outstanding programs to show us that love of country 
is alive in many communities all over the Philippines, They 
provide us with hope and inspiration. They help dispel the gloom 
that comes with stories of corruption and mismanagement. 

For the past eleven years, Galing Pook Awards Foundation 
has dedicated itself towards the search and recognition of 
programs that demonstrate excellence and innovation in local 
governance. Members and partners willingly carry out the 
programs of the Foundation without compensation. We 
passionately share the mission of encouraging local governments 
who serve their constituents well. We look forward to the day 
when Galing Pook winners could influence a great number of 
thelr peers towards a culture of excellence. 

We dedicate ourselves to meet the foliowing challenges in 
the coming years: 

* Organizing data on Galing Pook winners beyond anecdotes 
and storles. We would like to prove that Galing Pook 
communities are also winners in reducing poverty 
incidence, improving the quality of life, and managing 
public finance. We also want to prove that leaders who 
serve the people well have excellent chances of belng re- 
elected. 

* Developing a critical mass of local leaders who can mentor 
and inspire their peers beyond workshops and 
conferences. 

* Generating greater awareness, respect and support for 
outstanding local governments. We would like to Influence 
the corporate sector and International institutions to take 
a second hard look at local governments in the Philippines 
as effective agents of change and reforms. 

• Walking hand-in-hand with other communities who are 
genuinely interested and are ready to replicate 
‘outstanding programs on governance, environmental 
management, food sufficiency, health, and education. 

* Discovering and Implementing non-traditional ways of 
discovering programs and communities that empower 
themselves to rise beyond problems of poverty and 
paternalistic leadership. 

Our passion Is to help make all our communities a place 
where laws work, where alr, rivers, and streets are clean, where 
all elementary children have access to quality education, and 
where every citizens Is treated with respect Instead of patronage. 


MILWIDA M. GUEVARA 
Chairman, Board of Trustees, Galing Pook Foundation 
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Тор TEN OUTSTANDING LOCAL GOVERNME 


‘Tue 1-GOVERNANCE PROGRAM — NAGA CITY 

The program is a computer-based system of delivering public services. Comprehensiv. 
city government policies, programs and operations are posted on the website. Naguei] 
www.naga.gov.ph, where they can access such information as prices of medicines pur! 
School Board budget and the latest ordinances. Any citizen can thus monitor practical] 


MINI-HYDROELECTRIC Power PLANT — BARANGAY UPPER BANTAWON, HINUNA: 
The armed conflict between government forces and communist rebels turned Upper В] 
Southern Leyte into a no-man's island. The 68 families which comprised the communi 
27 families returned. They thought of providing electricity to every household. With tH 
they bought a water turbine. Barangay residents constructed a 110-meter dike that con] 
With determination and great vision, their dream turned into reality. 


COASTAL ZONING Project: DELINEATING COASTAL WATERS FOR COMMERCIAL 
8c MARGINAL FISHERFOLKS — CALBAYOG CITY 

Calbayog City faced the problem of about a thousand commercial fishers unfairly con) 
even if there is a law banning commercial fishing in municipal waters. The program w 
sea-borne patrol operations with an effective communication network; (ii) lessen. the о 
illegal fishing in the area; and (iii) increase fish catch and income of marginal fisherfol: 


BOHOL ECOTOURIsM DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM — BOHOL PROVINCE 

The program aims to put in place tourism promotion mechanisms that are environmel 
viable and socially equitable. This strategy is geared towards accelerating develópme 
communities, especially the poor and marginalized sectors. The program provides for 
cultural sites to ensure long-term sustainability and to spread the benefits of tourism М 
generation and poverty alleviation. 


La UNION MEDICAL Center — LA UNION PROVINCE 

With funding support from the European Union, the Provincial Government of La Un 
bed medical center and transformed it into a viable Economic Enterprise offering not | 
long-term sustainability. 


VIGAN HERITAGE CONSERVATION PROGRAM: A Toot FOR DEVELOPMENT — Vic 
The program is based on a Master Plan that aims not only to revitalize the historic ceni 
the socio-economic aspects such as human development, community organization, ed 
for sustainable development. 


BARANGAY AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT CENTER (BADC) — Province or МЕ 
BADC provides a venue for client-focused convergence of government resources and | 
Provincial Government. With people empowerment as the guiding principle, BADC p| 
(i) address the needs of people situated in the hinterlands, (5) effectively respond to thl 
long-festering insurgency, and (iii) provide agriculture-led government services. The jj 
involves social preparation of upland communities to enable them to analyze their cor 
solutions, and participate in development activities. 


Tri-PeopLe Way Or CONFLICT RESOLUTION —UPI, MAGUINDANAO, 

The municipality of Upi is composed of three communities: Tedurays, Christians, and 
conflicts and disagreements within tribes, the Tedurays settle them before their Kefedd 
Muslims before their Kokoman, and the Christians before the Katarungang Pambaran, 
conflict, however, such could not be practiced because of cultural biases or differences] 
Council, however, a more objective body is able to resolve conflicts more effectively. T 
(composed of 2 elders each from the Tedurays, Christians and Muslims) j intly develo] 
that would guide them in settling cross-tribe cases. 


MAINSTREAMING GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT — DAVAO CITY 

The LGU of Davao City, with the help of activist gender movement in the city, has ma 
development in many aspects of local governance. This includes the following: GAD 
Development Code, creation of the Integrated Gender and Development Division (IGI 
sensitivity trainings and policy planning, and formulation of Women's Agenda throu 
that involves barangay women’s organizations and other sectoral organizations. Сел 
done in research and data banking through collation of sex-disaggregated data that an 
gender-responsive program planning. 


REINVENTING THE NAGA SCHOOL BOARD — NAGA CITY 
Key to the program is the empowerment of the Local School Board by building a stron 
local level. In the reinvented school board, the organizational structure has been chan, 
good governance: transparency, accountability, participation, and predictability. The р 
development, facilitate professional teacher development, increase community involv 
stakeholdership. | 
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GALING POOK FOUNDATION was established to institutionalize the Gani] 
(Galing Pook), Its mission is to search and recognize outstanding program 
to assist In buliding the capacity of local government units through disser 
LGU programs and facilitating replication through the creation of learn 
sources for pollcy agenda or reforms, theory/concept/model buiding on laci 
of learning among LGUs.Galing Pook Foundation acts as resource Institut! 
and best practices. And equally Important, Its task is to mobilize resource 
Pook Foundation and its other programs. 

O” © Suite 1604 Jollibee Plaza, Emeral d Avenue, Ortigas Center, P. 

Telephone: (63 2) 6871347 to 48 / Fax: (63 2) 6877719 / wel 


Applications and nominations are welcome for the Gi 


INT PROGRAMS 


: and relevant information on 
[os can open the city's website at 
-hased by the city, or the Local 
ly all aspects of city operations. 


IGAN IN SOUTHERN LEYTE 
antawon in Hinunangan, 

y abandoned their homes. Only 
eir five-year savings from IRA, 
veyed water to the turbine. 


peting with small fisherfolks, 
[as established to: (i) strengthen 
currence and/or practice of 

ks. 


htally sustainable, economically 
t forthe benefit of local 

the conservation of natural and 
rural areas for employment 


on developed a modern 100- 
ist quality hospital services but 


ам Cıry, Itocos Sur 
ler of Vigan, but also to address 
ication and livelihood as basis 


IGROS ORIENTAL 

Lervices spearheaded by the 
lursues the following objectives: 
E challenges brought about by a 
brocess of empowerment 
ditions, identify problems and. 


Muslims. When there are 
Iwan (Council of Elders), the 
ray: In times of cross-tribe 
With the tri-people Mayor's 
[hie 6 members of the council 
p internal Rules and Procedures 


DD), conduct of gender 

h the annual Women's Summit 
ог mainstreaming has also been 
исе in gender-fair and 


|: body of stakeholders at the 
ed to ensure four elements of 
rogram aims to enhance pupil 
| ment, and build local 


| mpaleng Paglilingkod Pook (Gawad 
of local governments. It also alms 
wratlon of Innovative and effective 
ng: laboratories that will serve as 
| government and cross-fertilizatlon 
ра on local governance Innovations 
for.the sustainability of the Galing 


alg City 1605 Philippines 
site: www.galingpook.org 


awad Galing Pook 2005. 


12 TRAILBLAZING PROGRAMS 


THE INTEGRATED DISASTER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM — DUMANGAS, ILOILO 

In 1997, twin disasters visited Dumangas: floods ravaged the first crop, and drought devastated the second crop, resulting in disease 
outbreaks, loss of livelihood, and food shortages. In response, the local government reorganized the Municipal Disaster Coordinating 
Council (MDCC) in August 1998 and established a disaster coordinating council in every barangay. Participation of local 
communities in disaster preparedness and response has resulted in more effective local disaster management. 


ANG BAGONG ANYO NG BUHAY ок BANYUHAY PROGRAM - BULACAN PROVINCE 

Banyuhay is a reform program in the provincial jail. It is a response to the traditional jail management system's failure to perform its 
mandate of developing and enforcing an effective system of providing jail and security services. The Provincial jail system of Bulacan 
now stands as an example of efficient and humane jail management. 


PRESERVING HERITAGE FOR PROGRESS — SAN FERNANDO CITY, PAMPANGA 

Itis a program of Urban Renewal through Heritage Conservation and Cultural Revival. It aims to save the heart and soul of the city-- 
its rich history and heritage. Implementation is based on a masterplan for large-scale restoration projects and cultural activities and 
competitions. The program is backed by intensive research and executive orders and ordinances to enforce its implementation. 


Zero Poverty 2000 - CONCEPCION, ILOILO 

This is a vision-driven and convergent anti-poverty program. The municipality of Concepcion devised a convergence strategy to rally 
all departments to integrate their different programs into a united effort against poverty. The LGU works towards becoming a 
competent and dynamic local government serving as agent of change and for people's economic empowerment in partnership with 
civil society. The municipality's goal is zero poverty by year 2020. 


FUNCTIONAL LITERACY TOWARDS Socio-Economic GROWTH - M'taNc, NORTH COTABATO 

High illiteracy has relegated the Indigenous Peoples of M'lang to menial (and seasonal) jobs. The LGU recognizes that the best way 
to empower the IPs is through education. But addressing the literacy problem is not enough to uplift the standard of living of the IPs. 
Thus, the Functional Literacy Program, serves as an entry point for implementing a more integrated approach to facilitate the IPs" 
access to opportunities such as education, health, housing, and livelihood. 


SUSTAINABLE INTEGRATED AREA DEVELOPMENT (SIAD): THE New Coretta EXPERIENCE - New Coretta, DAVAO DEL NORTE 
The SIAD features the LGU as area manager integrating a wide range of interventions in a defined geographical area for holistic 
development. Innovations in the program include: deployment of Local Community Organizers; creation of Barangay Monitoring 
Teams in 20 barangays: expansion of membership in Local School Boards; bottoms-up planning involving all families at the purok 
level and participatory planning and budgeting at the barangay level; conduct of “Tabo (market day) sa Barangay”: creation of multi- 
sectoral People's Congress and Coalition of All Sustainable Agriculture practitioners: and establishment of local health care and 
various livelihood financial schemes. 


ANTIQUE INTEGRATED AREA DEVELOPMENT (ANIAD) PROGRAM - Province OF ANTIQUE 

ANIAD is a community-based program that aims to reduce poverty, contribute to people empowerment, and help ensure the viability 
of biophysical and human resources. The program is based on a defined spatial framework aimed at balancing assistance to coastal, 
lowland and upland communities. 


DAGWAY SIGMAHANON — SIGMA, CAPIZ e 
The program is anchored on the establishment of a theater group called Dagway Sigmalianon, Inc. to serve as an effective instrument 
for social transformation and community involvement. The program promotes social consciousness, develops creative and responsive 
individuals, develops and enhances the artistic capabilities and organizational skills of young people, and establishes linkages with. 
school and community-based theater groups. Young people are saved from juvenile delinquency through the dynamics of theater by 
integrating values and spiritual formation. 


Tora. Human Resource DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM —OPOL, MISAMIS ORIENTAL 

Whereas HR traditionally refers to members of an organization, Opol has redefined it to include all citizens of the municipality. Thus, 
the LGU builds the capabilities of the people through the E4— Education, Environment, Economic Enhancement, and Empowerment 
of the People—the "pillars" of program implementation. 


PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP IN TOURISM DEVELOPMENT —PROVINCE OF GUIMARAS 

The Program is a collaboration between the Guimaras provincial government and the tour and transport operators, producers, and 
local communities. It facilitates the development of the tourism industry in a participatory approach to increase tourist arrivals and 
receipts, thereby contributing to poverty reduction. 


Projecr JOSIE (JOINT Systems IMPROVEMENT IN EDUCATION PROJECT) —BULACAN PROVINCE 

Project JOSIE is a participatory process of continuous educational improvement through: teacher training in English and 

Mathematics, development of instructional materials, regular evaluation of students and teachers’ performance, organization of 
community volunteers, and summer institute for students in arts and enrichment programs. The program is based on a comprehensive 
and systemic model that engages all education stakeholders in project management and evaluation. 


Women ORGANIZING AND EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM — COMPOSTELA VALLEY PROVINCE 

Asa strategy for poverty reduction, the Compostela Valley provincial government organized different sectors to become active 
partners in governance. One such sectors is the women, who were organized into the Compostela Valley Provincial Council of 
Women. The council (now composed of 60,000 card-bearing members) is consulted and involved in formulating the province's 
development policy and fiscal support directions. 


SPECIAL CITATION ON GENDER — RESPONSIVE LOCAL GOVERNANCE: 
PROGRAM ON MAINSTREAMING GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT — Davao CITY 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES: = 
Milwida M. Guevara = ср National Commision on 
President A 2] the Role of Filipino Women 


Ramon P. Ereneta Jr. MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL SELECTION COMMITTEE: 

Дар Cielito Е. Habito Ben S. Malayang III с = t > 

е AlexG.BriamtesJr. Maria sabel G. Ongpin we unicefes United nations, 
masa Si уезше ле | ABEL Be Ыыы = 

Рабина С. Guiza ulan M. Guevara eee ede 

Prada tine B. migo Ford Foundation 


United Nations. 
Development Programme 
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(1) Office/Residential 
Condo Unit for Sale (3.1M) 


4th & Sth Firs. wl Attic, 
1-4/5:3 Sunshine Cond. 
9633 Kamagong St., SA Village, 
Makati City 
Floor area of 111.60 square meters 
For Inquities contact: 
Rey Jaucian - 8940012-13 
Mobile No. 091935802387 
E-mail: rjaucian Gpana.com ph 


Brokers are Welcome! 
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL OIL COMPANY 
PRIVATIZATION OF 
PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
The Philippine National Ой Company (РМОС), through the PNOC-EDC 
Privatization Committee (PNOC-EDC PRIVACOM), has approved the 
privatization of PNOC Energy Development Corporation, a company 
Engaged in the exploration, delineation, development, and exploration of 
economically viable geothermal resources. 
PNOC-EDC PRIVACOM is now inviting prospective Financial Advisors 
to advise, guide and assist in the design, planning, preparation and 
implementation of the program for the privatization of PNOC-EDC. 
Prospective financial advisors must meet all of the following criteria: 
= Has experience as financial advisor to governments on privatization 
in the power sector, with transaction amounting to at least 55500 


ick record in working with the Philippine Government (In 
particular DOF and BSP). its government owned and controlled 
Corporations or its government financial institutions, either as an 
advisor for privatization or arranger bank for financing. 
Has established working relationship with PNOC, PNOC-EDC and 
other subsidiaries of PNOC, either аз an advisor for privatization or 
arranger bank for financing 
Has experience їп lead-managing public equity offerings and 
‘arranging equity sales, both globally and in Asia 
With representative office in the Philippines 
Has indicated availablity and commitment to deploy in the country 
a dedicated team with experienced in power and geothermal energy 
Quailied parties may secure eligibitty forms during regular office hours 
from PNOG-EDC Contracts Administration Group- BAC Secretarial c/o 
B.F. Salvador from January 7. 2005 al 1st Floor, Building 5, PNOG 
Complex, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila. Deadline for submission 
of accomplished forms to the same office shall be on January 14, 2005 
(Friday) at 12:00 noon. Eligible bidders shall then be notified by January 
21, 2005. 
For further inquiries, please contact the BAC Secretary, Mr. M. А. 
Rodriguez al telephone no, 893-1320 local 5420. 


[т-а м. эр 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


ANAME YOU CAN TRUST! 
MANILA WATCH EXCHANGE 
‘BUY SELL. PAWN 


ROLEX#0THERS 


1, Other Swiss Watches 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 


— 1 Paling Cur aries 


SEGRACEPISSTOSSN 19% woking Car TH 


яв ніоорозот 3604523 do Taking Car 7282780 


m 2 lo Taking Car SSS? 


zo uting ca тизи 
‘SB BESTA P2407 3002523 


ewig Cor тизив cm 


BUY SELL. PAWN 


SWISS WATCHES 


Aca de VIA se? 
SEENDO AULA COMERS 
олана TO SATUROAY 


MERCEDES 
Es wloTakiog Car SEEDS 


END веш CLASSIC me 
OCTO! OPLOMAT АМЕА 
TAX EXEMPT 12500km 
Риба NO BROKERS TEL 
2106268 09175880040 


2s wloTaklng Car взи 
vong Car 732081 


awisa BUYING ROLEX 

Oner WATCFES, BEST PRICE 

0917-0142309 « 7269681 
7220433 • 4123543 


TOYOTA 
d 


Brand New RAV 2004 
4x2 SSpa Siver PSSOT 
080 Can 0917-4115309 
Looking for 1st Owner 


Ped Set s3 Tya GU ARISA 


YAMAHA GRAND UPRIGHT 
ELITE PIANO CENTER 
‘lowe New TERUS-T21SI26 


LABRADOR PUPS 
PET Neg. = 0817-5780485 


WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
5646591 5887041 
por 0017-4473744 


d 


 CARSHANS GRAL эз а 


been sated exajodicaly by 
her as, as per Doc No. 532, 
Page No. 95, Book No. XXI. 
Series of 2004 ol Notary 
Publie Rufino P. Оймо of. 
Rial Prose. 

РО: 24,31 & Jen 7, 2004 


CARS VANS 4X4 COSTR BUS 
KUTOMATICMAKUAL TRANS 
ed 


PE 9128710 | 432082 


REVO wldriver 9272821 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2004 


RATES 
175 per live 

O pees ise EAD 
DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


P245 per column centimeter 


REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS, 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
‘Depts Complex, Meralco Avenue 
Pasig Сау Phtgpinos 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“Tee Deparment ol Education through lhe Nalenal Ecucabon Tesing and Fis 
(Contr (МЕТИС) ning si sacurty pintors o apply or egi endto B0 forte folowing 
pactagestos: 
PROUGE DESCRIPTION 
1. |» Pring E Packaging ol 2005 NAT Tost 
‘Booka for Grado Band Year V 
+ базу ol төй боа, Answer Shots and 
Non Сезалеа Marais 
+ Ропа ol Tes Bocas and Answor Shoots 
7 Paring. Packaging о 2005 National 
Aoyama Test NAT) Tes! Boote lor 
Year 1 (or Regular and Bridge) 
* Dawary o Test Sockets, Answer Shoots and 
Non Ciesstied Manas 
+ Retail o! Tost Docks and Answor Shoots 
T Ping, Packaging o! Reading Testin Engl 
эла Fino Tast Booklets for Grado I 
+ Delvery ol Test Воо, Answer Shoots and 
Non-Ciassiiod Matos 
+ патен of Tast Booka and Answer Shoots 
7 Pang 2005 National Achievement Tesl & [Р 
Reading Test Non Ciasstlod малан or 
Grade VI. Year (Fegulerand Brago, ING IV 
INAT) ord Grado (Roading Tos 
"AV rested printers may aval of te bidang documents upon submission ога Lellar 
а riot arc upon paymant of a norelundebie fo о Two Thousand Pasos (P200.00) 
Saring December 20, 2004 January 14, 2005 at ho ВАС Secretariat Otic, Ат. 112^. 
Mabin Blg. DepEd Complex, Pasig Cy or wall the DapEd Wobsle a! hila: 
чекир geval А pres conlorenco wil ba hold оп January 6, 2005, 10:00 алт, al 
wagon ng Katarungan. za cp 1, DepEd Complex, Pasig Сау. The desing lor ihe 
Sóbesesicn and opaning c bids shal bs on January 20, 205 at ho samo time and placa 
телото soove. 
прев ВАС reserves ha righi о терг any or al bids lo майга dolconcios embodied 
thorenwahout assuming any cbigaton whatsoever 1o olisel expenses or losses Ino bidder 
may incur th praparabon of ino bids. Dpd-BAC lunar reserves ha right lo decre 
ibi cl bid, or not award ha contract, and makes no assurance thet a contest shal bo 
nter inio as a resul ol tit aton. 


HEFROVESBUDGET 
1842000000 


O 


P 588700000 


148080005 


(бре) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ. 
Undorsocroiary 
Chairman, Сера АС 
EAEN 


e 
NOTICE TO OUR VALUED TRAVEL TAK CLIENTS 


In consonance with MC #81 issued by the President 
on December 14, 2004, official time at the Main Office is 
from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. until January 6, 2005. “No 
noon break" policy is still observed on travel tax 
processing. 


Philippine Tourism Authority 
MANILA 


Travel Tax offices are closed on the holidays 
(December 24 to 27; 30-31; January 1 and 2) except 
Travel Tax counters at NAIA terminals 1 and 2 (tel. nos. 
8796038 and 8795160, respectively), which are open daily 
from the early morning up to the last evening flights. 


Airport counters at Mactan, Davao, Subic and Laoag 
Intemational Airports are manned on days when there 
are outgoing international flights. 


(508.) ROBERT DEAN S. BARBERS 
General Manager & CEO 
qune а вд 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Sealy agency 5 Cosme 
бирар 7 Derma Chal. 
09:10281 «o 5344009 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notes is hereby gon that tho Amondad Arcas ol 
Incomoraion of ACM PLASTIC PHILIPPINES CORP. 
зоро ho lom o а onslonce up to September 2, 
2084 neroy cssoing ino sa corporate on aid Sata 
avo boon approved by ts Board бивао. 

ng cima agen ang coporaten ts 

imo at Let? Block 31 Kiel St, 
ioreeces Vilage, Cainin, Rizal 

"ive anncurcemenl wit servo as notico to all 
concerned ol the legal dissolution of te aloresald 
pl 
(sga RAMIL L LOPEZ 

ON Ove 17.208 3.2008) 


E 
3521008 0171901851 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


FREE Buses. бато 


Frm Asia to North 


тнт OREN ar з 
fra пасте сЕ FLU У 
сыал ишн BAS WS sar 
телодо aom pags мк PN Wheto STS?! 
TS To SEO SIONS 
honosorunrd 
параван Едо 


вео YAYA EE REFERENCES 
CALL тишн 7504000 


SALE/LEASE 
RESTAURANT Loc. барап 
SI mor UST, Good Lacton 


Good renum & Епл URGENT: LAWYER 
Маку TALAAN. падате 


чана HIRE S2SETS 
RENT ACAR 
pour 


ABC 


pr] 
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1.5% CARLOAN 373-8519 


15% CARLOAN 788-0981 


TRANSCO 
LEADS CORAL 
TRANSPLANTATION 


IN CEBU 
"TransCo president and CEO Dr. Alan Т. 
Ortiz recently led a multiparty effort 
to transplant corals traversed by the 
transmission firm's Leyte-Cebu 
interconnection Uprating Project 
(LCIUP). The symbolic coral 
transplantation program was held in 
Brgy. Talisay, Daanbantayan, Cebu, The 
P2-bllion LCIUP slated for completion 
by September 2005, entalls the 
installation of 32 kilometers of 
submarine cable from Tongonan, Leyte 
to Barangay Talisay in Daanbantayan. 
‘This uprating project will effectively 
double the LCIUP's capacity to 400MW 
from the current 200MW and bring 
much needed power supply to the 
Island of Cebu, Aside from tha coral 

|- transplantation activity, TransCo and 
LCIUP contractor Kanematsu also 
turned over to local governmant 
officials P200,000 as livelihood 
assistance to fishermen in Barangays 
Maya and Talisay. 


TITE FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 24, 2004 


OBITUARIES 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. ^ 
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“Maluwalhati pong tinawag na 
ng Dakilang Maykapal 
ang aming Tatay 
upang siya ay makapiling ni Nanay 
sa buhay na walang hanggan...” 


Hernmucnoo Tinio Causa 


Isinilang sa bayan ng Arayat, Pampanga /21 Pebrero 1914 
Nanirahan at naglingkod sa bayan ng 
Heneral Tinio, Nueva Ecija 
Yumao sa Lungsod Quezon / 21 Disyembre 2004 


Ulirang kabiyak ni Efigenia Maducdoc Calma (t) 
Mabuting ama nina Onching & Thelma, 
Mimi & Sal Umana, 
Flavio & Velma, Cita & Teddy Bautista at Peter Boy. 


Minahal na “Tatay” ng kanyang mga apong sina 
Ronald & Tonette, Erick at Therese 
Cathy, Carol, Gigi at Tiffy 
Gippy, Cippy at Val 
Lloyd & Marj, Leslie at Lester 
Sarah at Sheryl 


Nilambing ng mga apo sa tuhod na sina 
Martie, Lander, Inigo, Migs, Alyana at Lucas 


Itinuring na magulang nina 
Moding & Erning Carino at Elaine & Alex Dometilla 


Ang kanyang mga labi ay nakahimlay at mananatili 
sa Arlington Memorial Chapels (Araneta Avenue) 
hanggang ika-lima ng umaga, 25 Disyembre 2004. 
Pagkatapos siya ay ililipat sa 
kanyang tahanan sa bayan ng Heneral Tinio, Nueva Ecija. 
Ang kanyang katawang-lupa ay ihahatid be 
sa huling hantungan, 

ganap na ika-dalawa ng hapon, 26Disyembre2004, $ 
sa libingan ng pamilya. E 
Wa Lad 
5 — 
рыз егу 


jd. 2e 
EAS gie. 


: LAYA ИЕ 
: "Tam те way, те truth and те life. No one- 


comes to the Father except through Me.” 


Do EL тш 


An obituary with 

a picture can be 

a fitting tribute to 

your departed loved one. 


Always caring... INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


кетү 
P 3 
OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: ~ 
© Copy of Death Certificate; ^». 
Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT. MESSAGE OF THANKS + È 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY • REQUIEMS + 
FREE OBIT DESIGN 


In Loving Memory 
on the Eleventh Death Anniversary of 


DONA JUANA VILLARICA MARTEL 


January 27, 1898 — December 25, 1993 


Masses will be offered for her tomorrow, December 25, 2004 
at the following churches: 


MARY THE QUEEN PARISH... 
Madison St, Greenhills, San Juan 
REDEMPTORIST CHURCH... 
Baclaran, Parafiaque City 
MINOR BASILICA OF THE BLACK NAZARENE 
Quiapo, Manila 
SANCTUARIO DESAN JOSE 
Greenhills, Mandaluyong City 
SHRINEOF MARY QUEEN OF PEACE... 
Our Lady of EDSA, Quezon City 
MT. CARMEL SHRINE 
Doña J. Rodriguez St, New Manila, 
CHRIST THE KING PARISH .. 
Green Meadows Avenue, Quezon City 
ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGUORI CHURCH .... 
"Magallanes Village, Makati City 
NATIONALSHRINE OF THE MOST HOLY ROSARY 
Sto. Domingo, Quezon City 
SANCTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO... 
McKinley Road, Forbes Park, Makati City 
ST.JOHN BOSCO PARISH 
А. Arnaiz Ave. Cor. Amorsolo St., Makati City 
ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE PARISH 
Kalayaan Avenue, Bel-Air Il, Makati City 
ST. FRANCIS PARISH CHURCH... 
Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong City 
HARRISON PLAZA CHAPEL 5:00 P.M. and 
2/F, Harrison Plaza Shopping City, Malate, Manila 6:00 Р.М. 


6:00 A.M. 
6:00 A.M. 
6:00 A.M. 
6:15AM. 
630 A.M. 
8:00 A.M. 
8:30 A.M. 
11:00 A.M. 
12:00 N.N 
430 P.M. 
4:30 P.M. 
5:00 P.M. 


5:30 P.M. 


Her children, 
ENRIQUE ANTONIO, JR. & JOSE& 
BELEN LOVINA TICZON OLGA SEVERINO 


RODOLFO & RICARDO 
ALITA ROMUALDEZ 


CARLOS & 
ETELKA JUNGSCHLAGER 


Her Sister, ISABEL V. RAMO: 
Nephews, Nieces, Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren request all pious 
aders to join them in prayer for the eternal repose of her soul. 


be A. 
ی‎ 


REST IN PEACE 


The Oppen Family thanks all the relatives and 
friends for their condolences, prayers and 
generosity on the passing away of 


Margarita “Nuning” 
; Cuyugan Oppen 


January 26, 1912 - December 1, 2004 


In our hearts she lives forever. 


HEAD OFFICE : 897-8808 loc. 514, 516: 899-4425; 897-2535; 897-8425 (Telefax) CUBAO : 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
MAKATI : 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 • KALAW : 528-0213; 527-3342 • MEGAMALL : 635-0219; 635-0220 


Direct Lino: (832) 845.2440 


- PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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TI ФВИЧАЊЕВ ы. 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on 22 December 2004 at the age of 75. 


His loving wife Buda, children Arie (t), Manny and 
Camille, Timmy and Patty, Tina and Luis, Rina, Alex, 
together with his grandchildren, Tommy, Sarina, Addie, 
Andrea, Enzo, Joachim, Liana and Gabby, his brothers and 
sister, relatives and friends deeply mourn his passing. 


His remains lie in state at the Capilla del Sefior, 
Santuario de San Antonio, McKinley Road, Forbes Park, 
Makati City. 


Interment will be on Sunday, December 26, 2004 at the 
Santuario de San Antonio after the 2:00 p.m. Mass at the 
Capilla del Зећог. 


У 


ATTY. ANTONIO M. РЕКУ 


Died in the Grace of our Lord 
on December 22, 2004 at the age of 73. 


His loving wife, Fe De la Cruz Pery; children Ma. Angela 
Buchanan, Jose Antonio, John Anthony, and Paul Anthony; sister 
Milagros; son-in-law William Joseph Buchanan; grandchildren 
Courtney Patricia Buchanan and Paige Sabrina Buchanan; and 
other relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Christ the King Parish Mortuary at 
Greenmeadows, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on December 29, 2004. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2004; 


“I have fought the good fight, 1 have stayed the course, 
1 have kept the faith,” St. Paul 


NORDY P. DIPLOMA & PARTNERS. 
and 
LANGUAGES INTERNATIONALE 


Mourn with immense sorrow the demise of 
а dear friend and colleague 


ATTY. FRANCISCO б, BANZON 


6 June 1935-21 December 2004 


He was a just man who gave everyone his or her due — 
a faithful servant to his God, a dutiful husband to his wife, 
a loving father to his children, and a caring person 
то colleagues, friends, kith and kin. 


HERE WAS A MAN 
whose memory will always be cherished. 


We express our most heartfelt condolences 
to his family and offer our prayers for the eternal 
repose of his immortal soul, 


His remains lie in state at Rolling Hills Chapel, 
Bacolod City. 


Interment: Dec. 30, 2004, 9:00 a.m., 
Bacolod Memorial Park 


Жы = eA 
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SES Our dearly beloved RAUS $ 
Ched “Tita Darling” 

DR. MERCEDES DE JESUS, MANAOIS, Phd, 


Peacefully joined our Lord. 
on 22 December 2004 at the age of 80. 


Ha 


Her husband Salomon C. Mannois Sr; her children Solomon Је. 
Ruby and Florencio; ier Laura: nephews & nieces, grandchildren, 
relatives ond fiends, request the pious readers to pray for the сета! 
repose of her soul 

Нег remains Пе in state at Sta, Rita de Cascia Church, Baclaran ph 
Parish, Quirino Ave, Pasay City. 

Interest willbe on Sunday, 26 December 2004 и Manila Memorial $3 
Park, Sucat, Parque after thc 1000 алп. Mass. E 
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"We accept Classified advertisements | 


n Luzon i 


Atrium branch 
is open to serve your. 
Classified Ads 
requirements. 


дв 


Our Memories of Auntie Gene 


ATRIUM OFFICE 


GROUND FLOOR, ATRIUM BLOG., MAKATI AVENUE, MAKATI CITY 
TEL. NOS. 811-4370 / 811-4961 811-4012 / 592-5578 
Contact Persons: Emy, Ning & Tin? 


will always include everyone who 
shared our sorrow when 
she passed away. 
6) hank you for all the flowers, prayers, 
and time you spent with us, 


CARLITO ORTIZ INTAL S 


Peacefully joined his Creator on December 21, 2004 


His bereaved family, wife Becky; children Carla, Aica, Bianca 
and Paulo; sister Susan; brothers Rolando, George and Reynaldo; 
mother-in-law Monette Prieto; in-laws, relatives and friends request — 


|| 
at the age of 50. | 


the pious reader to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Grom the family of the (ate 
Eugenia (Ranzon Jose 


(February 21, 1911 - December 2, 2004) 


| 
-— 


His body lies in state at Chapel Venice in Loyola Memorial 
Chapels, Sucat, Paraiiaque. Interment will be at Manila Memorial 
Park, Dasmarinas, Cavite. 


Interment date to be announced later. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2004 


DOD.C 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
оп December 23, 2004 at the age of 76. 


A loving husband to Julieta; father to Rolly, Rod, 
Chona, Mawi and Oc; father-in-law to Terry, Jack, Mike 
and Pamela. 


His body lies in state at La Funeraria Paz, G. Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City. 


Cremation will be on Sunday, December 26, 2004, 


INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS 


Cubao branch is open to serve your 
Classified Ads requirements. 


CUBAO BRANCH 
891 G/F, ST. ANTHONY'S BLDG 
AURORA BLVD., COR. OXFORD ST., CUBAO, QUEZON CITY 
Call AILEEN, PAT, ADELA or IRISH at TEL. NO.: 912-3008 TO 11 


Sa 
“For God so loved the world, that” і n 
believes in Him shall not. perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 


(—————————— 
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With fondest memories of love, and the deepest sense of loss, 
We mourn the passing of 


Enrique Belo y Malaya 


husband, father, grandfather, friend 


at the age of 82, born on September 8, 1922. 
and called to the Lord's loving arms on December 23, 2004 
living life to the fullest and leaving behind those who love him — 


his widow, Nena Gonzalez Belo 
his loving daughter Vicki Belo 


his grandchildren Quark and Cristalle Henares, and their father Atom Henares 


n 
those considered part of his family — Joey Santos and his sister-in-law Matilde Belo 


and his partners and associates at Belo, Gozon, Elma Law Offices. 


His remains will lie in state at the Santuario de San Antonio Church; 
between December 23 to December 26, 2004. 


orbes Park, Makati 


The funeral mass will be held on Sunday, December 26 at 10 a.m. in the same church. 


His remains will be laid to rest in his crypt in the mortuary of the Forbes Park Church. 


“He gave His only begotten Son, that -Whoeveric 
vid У М 
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Republic of the Philippines 
MARIANO MARCOS STATE UNIVERSITY 
Batac 2906 Ilocos Norte 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The President of Mariano Marcos State University was appointed 
J| Commissioner of the Commission on Higher Education effective 28 
‘October 2004. The position was, therefore, declared vacant effective. 
‘on the same day. 
‘Accordingly, a Search Committee for the Presidency has been 
| organized pursuant to the Implementing Rules and Regulations of 
Republic Act No. 6292. 
‘Applicants must possess the minimum qualifications and must 
submit the required documents as follows: 


Minimum Qualifications of Applicants 
. Filipino citizen 
Holder of an earned doctoral degree 
Preferably not more than sixty (60) years old at time of 
application. 
|. Atleast five (5) years of managerial experience 
j. Recognized leadership in his/her profession in the academe or 
industry 
Morally upright 


Documents to be Submitted 
Detalled Curriculum Vitaé and certified supporting documents 
. Proposed Vision, Mission and Trusts for Ihe University 
J. Clearances from NBI, Ombudsman, Sandigan Bayan, Civil 
Service Commission and previous employer 
Full disclosure of all administrative, criminal and/or civil cases 
filed in any court in the Philippines 
5. Results of Neuro-Psychiatric Examination to be accomplished 
by any government physician of an accredited health institution. 
6. Health Certificate from a government physician 


 Allapplications must be submitted in seven (7) copies o tha Search 
Committee through the Secretariat on or before January 15, 2005. 


Or. Alegria T. Visaya 
Acting Secretary, Board of. 
Regents/SCP 
Mariano Marcos Stale 
University 
Batac 2908 llocos Norte 
Tol. No, 077-782-2560 
Fax No. 077-792-3191 Telefax: 02-838-4870, 
email: mmsuop@ yahoo.com ^ Tel. No: 02-687-6083 
d mal: jmsalubeyba Qched gov ph 
М: трее pna 


Ms. Jennilyn M. Salubayba 
Executive Assistant IV 
Commission on Higher Education 


DAP Bldg. San Miguel Ave., 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


‘Symphonic colors’ in PPO concert 


REPUBLIKANGPILIPINAS 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
DepEd Compl, Nenico Avene, Panig Су 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


DepEd Procurement Servico 
‘December 17. 2004 
IFE No. Р50:С020004 


DepED 


To: All Eligible Supplier 
1. The Government of he Republic ofthe Phiioinas through the Department of 
сака азба Tang Eamenary Easeaten Projet: manas 10 api ing sum © 

Tuo мол Eight Hundred Eighty Six Thousand Eight Hundred Forty Pesos 
PIPL BSE 540 50у being tn Approved Budget torte Contract (ADC) bpoymans 
over me contrac or Png ang Devan i NSBA 2005 Tes Боска Bos received 
recess cle АВС эла 0 sulomateaty обсега Ва opening 
Tra Department ot Educator. Tros Bamentary Education Project trough me Bids 
ara Anaras Commaloe now vs satis Sas rom kip SCY рога 
{or Pring ang Devry of NSBA 2005 Test boots Ta requred rember ol 
тобан ate as коње 


Grado Lawa Fama 
‘Grace 2 EE 
Gama sa 


D зза E OEE 
(Geena Your 36286 | cens — | 32076 


Delivery ol na painted tes books st Паре Thre Bemantary Ecucaton Project 
(TEED) белим Projet impamanison Suppor uns (CPISU) ls required nai he 
Баба shouts NG for al ns total quantities. 


rough осот competia beng procedures using ron 
maaasar hapunan 


Thailand Campus 


World's #1 gemological institute 
70+ year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 
Become a recognized professional 
in the gem and jewelry industry 


Diamonds Diploma Program 
starts February 14, 2005 


GIA Thailand Campus 


Bisco Tower-12* Fl., 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 
Tel: (662) 237-9575 177 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai@ksc.th.com www.giathailand.com ; 


omg 
$3 | 1029 
$348 —| 1889 
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ау percent (675) eros or outsiancing cape! sock osongag io zens ol ma 
naa as spatced а Нарзес Act S163 (RA S183). Озу Бае tom Biene 
ho pass Da роу check wa ba opened. Tha procesa or Pe варса chock ie 
сла m Sesion Wo ta Boang Documents. TB. The bidder win ba lowest 
спава b (CS) shal advance 5 Io pest quaitceton sage n orden ю fly 
eterno па taspanavanosg 1 the пастга ала гласа) fesuroments ol Me 
praeci Thaconsact aah mon te amarae о ma (оном Сасулие end Response 
ВО LORI «ло was otucrinad as sch tg ma post qu&iicaton procedure, 


mm—————— 
постала 8 та Bos and Аав Commies (BAC) vin cinco послане al 12А 
avin eg. Cesta Compson oraico Атлы. Pang Су. Te 2 (6321 838-8843 or 
(ea 1961 cal 2010, Fax (2) 836.8842 marang December 20,2004, cr vist a 
боео wecsto at Nap ww Geped дое. 

5. А comgieia sot ol bidang documents may bo purchased upon subeiesion o! a later 
linen tot above ва аве ла payor ci a погона fo cl Two. 

Pie танана Poros (Pra 500 00) то e Cesar Осе. The lom ol payment wa 
einer bee cos or by Castor Managers Check. Tha Bidang Documents shal bo 
Tacones porsonaty by переросте Be or па sunorzedrepresenate. 
Bes and оры equromants must be бавио oth Валара ng Karunungan. 
Rizai Soter | базалта c Education, Meralco Avenua, Pang Сау on or bord 
T0 A M. ch January 20, 2005 and musi be accompanied Бу a Becuri Pa rm. 
el bark guarantaa cf ol iasa man 1.5% cl 1na Approved Budget Tor the Contact 
(ABC), naa cas casar or card noc or ravecebia lee ol coat ol rot 
{Ges nan one pereo (1%) oft Approved Buaya lore Contract ABC) Lote Bios 
Shalt be accepted. 


. воз wêl be oponeci in a presence ol Digdors ropreseniaiivos who сова о end 
302.00 Р.М. on January 20,2006, a Базел ng Karunungan, Aiza! Belong |. 
Deparment ot eaucaten Macao Avonuo, PASY Ci. 


Pror io bid opening s рана covlerenca ий bo haid on January 8, 2005, 2:00 pm. 
‘tine vance rca in paragapa T. 


> Tre DepEd BAC raserves ha ighi to accept or reject алу Bd and to annul te bidding 
process and reject el ca st any tco pair o conc emer, ibo Darby neum 
iy tese ta o kaman Bocor or Basera 


suan MOUEL M Luz 
т 
ТАС Стал 


Republic of the Philippines 
Region XII 
Province of Sultan Kudarat 
Municipality of Isulan 
723 064-201-3470; Fax No, 064-201-3526 
mall mpdogitech.com.ph 


INVITATION FOR PREQUALIFICATION AND TO BID 
Dele. Docambor 24,2004 
Contract No: 00608 
lomo: NBSP 
“Tne Mlunlclpatty ol leulan Sultan Kudarat Philippines has received в loan rom th Asin 
Devepred Bark herenaerrelenod oat ADB tru he Lan Bark cl mo Phaps (LBP) under 
Фе Mrans Бого Uter Seos Secr Prog (BUSS?) ol he Deparment ol па шко 
{rs Loca! Governement ILG) oaa cost ol бо Coructon ol lavan agay Tinapon 
‘Jerrod tendo spp a porton! ns вал реду payment unde ha Contact wh 
{Devon tor Реарайсалол angio BS нео. 
“Toa Muncy слама, Sutan Kudarat, Phones, hrc else to as Ча Erpat 
пела a pee qua conrectors кс ha lng woe dara project 
Arto 
LEM 
9 Sanayang Pasig 
Бала ana Mechanical ibd. 
i| Ste Developmen (Ronds, Parin Space, Damage System, ole) 
Ais expected hal he talon o Bid be mado on February 2,2005 
Pr quicalenicoonto sand vtr mad at venturos отекува marker counties 
SIAGS рдел may ba nac or pre qoacaten orta ebov cra 
Bg Acara may cta he Pre qunticalon documonis om BAC Charman by cain Ta. 
d OMS ИТІ 7064201070 or by wing. огу, or tmang Ta Secretariat its end 
"ат Commie, fee ne Municipal Penning and evelopment Otic, Munlpai al, 
[aan Sutan Косили, Pipes 
Ta reget must cary sao Rosso guitar ro! 
Tresor Terminal The documen a avail га n/a 
Panot Php 3,000.00} oy. ала tote pato o Musson Teast 
ipsc ns Banana by арава, tulundornocrcunstancas на ПИ евро 
Jana aser ores of be сосать таб 
Suomen ot appeton lor oro qusiicalo musi be tecolvod ln sontog envelope, vh maso 
‘etree omor ey Nana or by ejas mat 10. 


Tel, #064-201- 


(рова 18 6 2.200, 


THE PHILIPPINE Philharmonic Orchestra (PPO) 
welcomes the new year with pianist Aileen 
Chanco in a concert entitled "Symphonic Colors” 
on January 7, 2005, 8 p.m. at the Cultural Center 
of ihe Philippines (CCP) Main Theater, Maestro 
Eugene Castillo conducts. Repertolre consists of 
the Philippine premiere of Sukhi Kang's "рађа 
für Orchester", Josef Suk's "Ein Märchen (Рагу 
Tale) Suite, op. 16", Aaron Copland's "Appala- 
chian Spring" and John Adams’ "Century Rolls." 
Aileen Chanco makes her second appearance in 


the Philippines, returning to show her prowess in 
the most important American pieno concerto 
written in the late part of the 20th century. "Cen- 
tury Rolls," dedicated to Emmanuel Ax, is a 
distinctive work and mark ofa new style of com- 
position for Adams and is a prelude of musical 
ideas hailing the end of the 20th century, includ- 
ing a play-on-words in the dazzling final 
movement "Hall, Bop” In reference to the comet 
which lighted our skies in 1997. Considered the 
"grandfather" of Korean music, Kang's stylistic 


"Dilha" begins the program. Son-in-law of the 
great Czech composer Dvorak, Suk's work is 
evocative in the storytelling tradition of 
Bohemia. Copland's equally evocative "Dance for 
Martha" reminds audiences around the world of. 
the beauty of country living. Ticket prices are 
P900, P600 and P350, 

Tickets are available at Ticketnet (991- 
5555), Ticketworld at National Bookstore and 
Tower Records (891-9999) and CCP Box Office 
(832-3704), , 
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BSP lowers '05 BOP surplus target to $464M 


But officials say foreign direct investment will still be much higher next year 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


"THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas has 
scaled down its balance of payment sur- 
plus target for 2005 to $464 million 
from the original projection of $570 
million surplus due to some deferred in- 
vestments in the manufacturing sector. 

In a press briefing yesterday, BSP 
Deputy Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. 
said the target was lowered due co 
changes in the assumptions which the 
Board of Investments used in the pro- 
gram of fresh investments expected to 
come in next year. 

But Tetangco added that the expect- 
ed foreign direct investment in 2005 
would still be significantly higher than 
the inflows this year. 

Although the BOP target for 2005 
has been lowered, it still represents a 
turnaround from the $516 million 
deficit expected for this year. 

The BOP measures the foreign ex- 
change transactions between the econ- 
оту and the rest of the world. Its major 
Components are the current account 
and the capital and financial account. 

During yesterday's briefing, the BSP 
also announced that the country's cur- 
rent account chalked up a surplus of 
$2.91 billion in the first nine months of 
the year—57.1 percent better than a 
year ago, on stronger remittances from 
overseas Filipino workers and im- 
proved trade performance. 

The current account records trade in 
goods and services as well as transfers. 
Any transaction which gives rise to a 
payment by a Philippine resident, like 
importation, is a deficit item, while any 
transaction which gives rise to a receipt 
like exporting or inward remittance is a 
surplus item. 


Solons oppose lifting of fiscal incentives 


THE PROPOSAL to rationalize fiscal 
incentives granted to several indus- 
tries and organizations faces rough 
sailing in Congress, as legislators and 
affected groups have appealed not to. 
lift the tax and duty perks of selected 
sectors. 

According to a government source, 
the House of Representatives has cre- 
ated a group that will gather all the 
amendments legislators want insert- 
ed into the bills on fiscal incentives 
rationalization. Тһе proposed 
amendments will be discussed when 
the Lower House resumes session in 
January. 

‘The source said Makati Rep. Butch 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas building on Roxas Boulevard 


BSP Governor Rafael Buenaventura 
said that for the third quarter alone, the 
current account in the third quarter re- 
mained ata surplus of $1.4 billion, high- 
er than the $1.07 billion a year ago. 

"The robust remittances from OFWs, 
coupled with the lower deficit in the 
trade-in-goods account were behind the 
improvement in the current account for 
the third quarter despite the weaker 
performance of the services account,” 
Buenaventura said. 


Aquino objected to the provision in 
the 

bill that seeks to lift the incentives 
granted to investors in the countrys 
geothermal energy sector, such as in- 
come tax holiday and duty-free impor- 
tation for capital equipment. 

‘Antique Rep. Exequiel Javier, for his 
part, does not want to remove the fiscal 
incentives granted to coal productio 
amid the government's stand to revita 
ize the mining industry, the source also 
said. 

According to a report by the House 
committee on ways and means, other 
groups that raised objections to some 
of the provisions of the proposed bill 


$- 


TOYOTA is best for TO 


OFW remittances in the third quarter 
went up by 22.3 percent to $2.18 bil- 
lion. 

"The third quarter surge made up for 
the second quarter decline when anti- 
moneylaundering and counter terrorist 
Financing restrictions introduced a 
number of new documentation require- 
ments prior to remittance,” he said. 

The deterioration in the capital and 
financial account dragged down the 
country's overall balance of payment 


were the Department of Science and 
Technology, the National Dairy Au- 
thority the Cooperative Develop- 
ment Authority, De 

gy, PNOC-EDC, and Phividec Indus- 
trial Authority. They said the lifting 
of fiscal nted to their 
sectors will ffect invest- 


ere are two bills related to the 
rationalization of fiscal incentives. 
One covers the incentives granted to 
firms registered with the Board of In- 
vestments, while the other covers the 
perks granted by several special 
laws. 

The first bill js drafted by the BOI, 


YOTA 


which continued to be in a deficit. 

However, the BOP deficit of $178 
million in the first nine months of the. 
year was still an improvement over the 
$775 million deficit in the same period 
last year. 

The trade-in-goods balance posted a 
lower deficit of $23 million in the third 
quarter as the 11.5 percent growth in 
exports during the period slightly out- 
paced the import growth of 10.9 per- 
cent. 


for investors 


while the second is drafted by the De- 
artment of Finance. Under the BOT's 
raft bill, the government will come up 
а new investment priorities plan, 
under which a new set of industries that 
will enjoy incentives are covered. 
listof the IPP will be changed ev- 
ery three years, compared with the pre- 
sent system where the IPP is changed 
every year. 

The Arroyo administration has in- 
cluded the rationalization of fiscal in- 
centives in her fiscal-reform agenda. 

‘According to the government, it lost 
some P340 billion in taxes and duties in 
2003 alone due to fiscal incentives. 

Michelle V. Remo 


Customs 
Brokers Act 
up for review 


BY Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE IMPLEMENTATION of the Customs Bro- 
kers Act has been deferred pending the re- 
view of its implementing rules amid opposi- 
tion among importers and exporters, Trade 
Secretary Cesar V Purisima yesterday said. 

The Bureau of Customs announced the defer. 
ment through a Dec. 16 memorandum. 

Purisima, who also chairs the Export Devel- 
opment Council, is leading industry players 
and several business chambers in pushing for 
the amendment of the law. 

“CThey) are objecting to a provision of the 
law that requires the hiring of professional 
customs brokers in transacting export papers 
with the BOG," the official said, 

The provision automatically strips ex- 
porters and small businesses of the right to 
transact and process their own papers with 
the BOC as well as their right to sign their own 
export documents, Purisima explained. 

He said customs brokers were agents by na- 
ture and exporters were principals who should 
not be barred in preparing their own papers. 

“(The new procedure entails) additional 
costs and would mean longer turnaround 
time,” Purisima said. "The law also contra- 
dicts the objectives and provisions of the Elec- 
tronic Commerce Act as customs clearance 
work reverts back to manual processing." 

Purisima said the law might have good ob- 
jectives for customs brokers but it failed to 
consider the interests of other sectors like ex- 
porters, importers, forwarders and corporate 
customs brokers. 

“It also failed to consider the other profes- 
sionals engaged in the industry like lawyers, 
accountants and engineers," he said. 

‘Among the groups opposing the Customs 
Brokers Act are the Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Philippine Exporters 
Confederation, Semiconductors and Electron- 
ics Industries in the Philippines, Port Users 
Confederation, Freight Forwarders Associa- 
tion, Foreign Chambers of the Philippines 
(FCP) and the Japanese Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry in the Philippines (JCI). 

In a position paper, the FCP said some of 
the law's provision would be a major setback 
rather than a benefit to the economy. 

“The JCCI said the law would increase the cost 
of trade and cause the loss of “a great number of 
jobs" which run counter to government goals. 


RP gets deteriorating 
mark from US bank 


By Michelle V. Remo 


US-BASED investment bank Bear, 
Stearns Co. Inc. has given the 
“deteriorating” 
credit outlook for 2005. 
According to bank officials, the 
Philippine government has yet to 
show significant progress in im- 
plementing the measures intend- 
ed to solve the country’s fiscal 


Philippines a 


problem. 


While the Philippines received 
a “deteriorating” credit outlook, 

and Indonesia 
improving" mark 
from Bear, Stearns. India received 
a "stable" outlook while Malaysia 
earned a "positive" mark. 

Although Congress has already 
passed the sin taxes law, the 
Philippines next year still faces 
the risk of a credit rating down- 
grade by a notch or two. Accord- 
ing to Bear, Stearns, other fiscal- 
reform measures must get the 
nod of Congress so that their rev- 
enue impact may be felt early 


China, Pakistai 
all earned an “ 


next year. 


“Teams from Moody's and Fitch 
are reviewing their ratings for the 
Philippines as we speak, and could 
follow through with a one-to two- 
notch downgrade if they are not 
impressed with the current efforts 
of Congress to approve the legisla- 
tion requested by President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo," Bear, Stearns said 
in a paper on its 2005 outlook for 
Asian economies. Bear Steams 
was referring to the credit rating 
firms Moodys Investors Service 


and Fitch Ratings. 


The investment bank said the 
Philippine government, although 
on track to meet its budget deficit 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE. 


target of P197.8 billion this year, 
should exert more effort to nar- 
row down the fiscal gap, which is 
still estimated to hover above 4 
percent of the gross domestic 
product this year. 

The Arroyo administration is 
pushing for several fiscal reform 
measures. So far, Congress has 
passed only one—the sin taxes 
law. The Arroyo administration is 
hoping legislators will prioritize 
the revenue-raising measures 
early next year to offset the threat 
ofa credit rating downgrade. 

The other measures include 
the lateral attrition system for 
revenue-collection agencies, the 
increase of the value-added tax 
and the rationalization of fiscal 
incentives. Once all the measures 
are in place, the government can 
expect to generate over P100 bil- 
lion in revenue every year. 

Bear, Stearns also urged the 
Philippine government to contin- 
ue its efforts to privatize assets of 
the National Power Corp., and to 
adopt a firmer stand against the 
growing budget deficit. 

On a positive note, Bear 
Stearns cited the "surprising" 
gross domestic product growth in 
the first three quarters of the year, 
which averaged at 6.5 percent, or 
higher than the 4.4 percent 
recorded the previous year. 

“Although exports have im- 
proved somewhat in the early 
Months of 2004, the key drivers of 
the economy remain agriculture 
and foreign remittances, it said. 
“These factors are responsible for 
the unusually stable performance 
of consumption in the formation 
ofthe Philippines’ GNP” 
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IMPECCABLE 
details, fit and 
flawless tailoring 
make every Lanvin 
piece practically a 
work ofart. 
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who 


love 
a 


By Kitty Go 
Contributor 


AIPEI— It wasn't a surprise £ 
| for fashion insiders that Al- 
ber Elbaz, creative director | 
of Lanvin, visited Taiwan. The | 
bigger wonder is that took him 
so long. Aside from being a pow- 
erful fashion market in Asia, T: 
wan is also the home of the 115- 
year-old couture house's new | 
‘owner, Wang Shaw Lan, who i3 
bought the label in September ! 


2001. 
Madame Wang is among the growing. \ 
number of Chinese businesspersons buy- 

ing and reviving traditional European la- & 
beis. The others are Christina Ong (Mulber- 
1y), Silas Chou (Asprey), Anthony Lim (Hardy 
‘Amies), Dickson Poon (Harvey Nichols and ST 
Dupont) to name a few. 

Elbaz’s visit was, of course, heralded by the 
Taiwanese press, but there was little promo- 
tion on the part of Frances oldest couture 
house because the company chose to do an in- 
timate tea and fashion show for about 100 peo- 
ple. 

"The show was not a retrospective or a cur- 
rent Spring/Summer 05 show, but a summary 
of what Elbaz feels are the best looks that epit- 
omize the Lanvin spirit. 

After the show, in one of Taipeis premiere 
private dining clubs, Elbaz spoke to the Inguir- 
sn about globalization versus universality, fash- 
ion victims, his past fear of the fashion press 
and why Lanvin has not jumped on the celebri- 
ty bandwagon. 

hate to ask this question, which is such a 
cliche, but to this year's Marie-Claire de- 


a 
MULTI-LAYERED 
rose sill chiffon with 
crystals was a 
Spring- Summer 
2003 hit. Elbaz 
wanted to show 
jewels used as 
protection, not. 
adornment, in much 
the same way the 
Romanovs of Russia 
were rumored to 
have avoided death 
in captivity in WWI. 
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when yeu boy 
Dern 


Lanvin creative director 
Alber Elbaz talks about 
the difference between 
global and universal, 
and why Lanvin has 

no celebrity endorsers 


signer of the year and Vogue USA's 
top three choice designers, I have to 
ask: What is chic for you? 
You mean a person? Well, Jennifer, 
Connie, Amy Kitty... 

(This is when | realized he was reeling 
off names not of celebrities but of the 
girls who worked at Lanvin-Taiwan and 
той) 

1 guess that means anyone has the. 
potential to be chic. 

Tove how you are wearing my jacket, 

by the way, and Lam so flattered when- 

ever the fashion press wears my clothes. I 

notice that many of them also wear my 

clothes to other peoples shows during 

fashion week. For me, this is the greatest 

compliment. 

Perhaps you can indulge me on anoth- 

ег cliché question: What are your Fall 04/05 
and Spring 05 must-haves? 

You know I don't like to talk about those 
things. 

1 know but I'm curious if we have the 
same ideas because a lot of the key pieces 
you had in the show are what I have chosen 
for myself. 

For Fall, I have to say it has to be the convert- 
ible coat with satin lapels, and for spring it has 
to be the volume skirt. You'll look nice in that. 

Luxury is an overused word that many 
are wondering if it is a bubble that will 

THE DESIGNER/C2 


ONE ofthe 
dresses Kate 
Moss made 
famous and 
thus became 
acomplete 
sellout the 
world over. 
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nagbalik na! 
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,Tünay na sweetcorn: 
Tunay na mangga. 
. Tunay na strawberry.: 
Tunay na chocolate. 
= Tunay na ube. 
Walang kasing-creamy, 
walang kasing-sarap! 
Nagbalik. na ang mga 
ClaSsic flavors ng Magnolia. 


"Dahil ang-tunay па pag-ibig 
к гау magpakailanman. 
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(Above) NOT quite a 
{retrospective and 
{nota spring/summer 
12005 show either, 
but every iconic 
piece that 
Sepitomizes the new 
‘Lanvin was in the. 
‘show. “1 hope now 
‘that you see Lanvin, 
{youseeit in another 
Sway?” said Elbaz. 


TA 


From page CI 


burst. I wonder, can we go any further from 
whatwe deem luxurious today? 

1 believe that its not about labels, it's not 
about names and it's not about globalization 
either. The word is universal—it is very differ- 
ent from global but also very similar. Global is 
having the same storefronts on London, Paris 
and Taiwan, but universal is women in two dif- 
ferent countries.who both like chocolate and 
the same dress. (The following week, Paul Smith 
also made an observation in his speech at the In- 
ternational Herald Tribune Luxury Conference in 
Hong Kong, saying that he just came back from 
New York, Paris and Milan and he could hardly 
tell one store from the other between cities). 

Everything is shifting. I believe everything 
that is happening today is much more person- 
al, luxurious and individualistic. 1 find that 
people are looking for something more individ- 
ual and they don't want to look like a clone of 
someone else. Everyone wants to look unique. 
1 believe Lanvin has that personality, an indi- 
viduality and beauty. 

For the longest time everyone thought that 
whatever was ugly was modern and if you gave 
something beautiful it was old. So what | want 
to do is to show that beautiful is modern. (At 
the same Luxury Conference, Elbaz, in his speech 
questioned the rush for vintage. "People look for 
vintage and I ask, "Why?,' he said, "We should go 
forward. Tradition can limit you, but heritage 
can reinforce you.") 

What about people who wear head-to-toe 
Lanvin? 

hope people do not wear head-to-toe Lan- 
vin. Lam not a merchant. Lam a designer. And 1 
will not be happy to see a fashion victim. That 


SLIVING up to a tradition since 1889: For someone who left France for 
New York in 1986 with "one suitcase of dreams, another of ambition 


jand 800 dollars, 
{greatest talents, 


WHO knew strapless and 
shapeless can look great with the 


liftofa brooch? 


reinforcing a legacy has made Elbaz one of today's 


ANICONIC piece with draped 
front that put green on the map 
from SIS 2003 made popular by 
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is not my thing. 1 like it when people have a 
sense of freedom and they are not dictated on. 
Tam not a dictator and this type of dictatorial 
fashion is not relevant anymore. Women today 
know what they want, know what they need, 
and they have a lifestyle that 1 find so complex. 
And I'm not here to tell them what to wear. 
You're going to wear what you want and if Lan- 
vin is the right thing to wear at that time, it's 
wonderful. Ifyou want to, you can mix it with a 
“Tshirt from Gap or a sari or vintage piece. 

In this fashion business environment of 
super or mega-brands, how are you going to 
grow your brand or do you even want to 
grow your brand to become a Gucci or 
MH? 

Iwant to be able to keep control of what Tm 
doing and keep uniqueness in the collection. 1 
don't want to be something that 1 am not. Iam 
staying ina company that is human size, which 
is not too big nor too small. (Lanvin employs 
about 300 people worldwide.) It is still person- 
aland I can still see and do everything. 

1 know about commercialism—some of the 
best business people 1 have ever met in my 20 
years of working were artistically oriented and 
alot of artists are business-oriented. When 1 do 
а collection I don’t think of commercial success 
or what will sell. want to bring fantasy back to 
this kind of world of luxury and mostly I work 
with one element: desire. 

(ina separate conversation, Elbaz mentioned 
that he cannot continue the fantasy “if the boy 
did not go home to Brooklyn every night to con- 
tinue dreaming?" At the IHT Luxury Conference 
he also credited his former employer and mentor, 
the late Geoffrey Beene, who taught him not to 
use the word “commercial” but instead say “de- 
sirable.” 

Does this mean there is no current must- 
have bag and seasonal must-buys? 

1 want clothes with some sort of mean- 
ing—that a woman will look good in and not 
only in a show. I don't believe, personally in a 
fashion show where the main purpose is pro- 
moting perfume and cigarettes and maybe a 
bag. This is not my story. My story is that 1 
make women look good and feel good; then if 
they want the bag or the perfume, thats per- 
fect but that’s not what I'm doing. (Lanvin 
shows hardly parade bags or have blatant dis- 
plays of accessories.) 1 don't do a bag in every 
other look and I don't go after the customer. 

You mean not even celebrities? 

Many companies are doing it. Everyone is 
telling me that [celebrity endorsements] are so 
important. I made sure that we did not run af- 
ter everyone. Because when they come to you, 
you have a better dialogue and when they 
come to us and say so and so would like to 
wear Lanvin, then | work with the actress, but I 
don't believe in running after people and pay- 
ing them money to wear my clothes. 1 think 
those days are over and if someone wants it, 
whether she is famous or not famous, 1 will 
help her. 

15 that the way you also handle your per- 
sonal press? Cautiously? Because until last 
year, there wasn't very much on you or Lan- 
Yn 


in. 

When I started at Lanvin (he joined in Octo- 
ber 2001) I always had this weird relationshi 
with the press. You can be so crucial and cri 
cal about things but 125 one thing to sell and 
another to do. And to do sometimes takes so 


handwork sets Lanvin apart, 
placing itat the niche semi- 
couture level. 


has to be the volume skirt. 


LIFESTYLE ...... 


much energy to put it together and it was al- 
ways about whether they would love it or not. 1 
remember just before my first show of Lanvin, 
a journalist friend in Paris said to me, "Alber, I 
don't understand why you're scared or tense 
about it because they are women and women, 
you love. So wharis the problem? 

All of a sudden it clicked. From then on I de- 
cided 1 was not going to be scared of the press. 1 
am going to do clothes to please women--the 
mothers, the daughters, the wives, and you. 1 
will not make clothes that not only you can 
write about or photograph but that you will 
wear. And when I see a press person wearing 
my clothes, | feel this is the best compliment 1 
can ever get. 

1 think it is very good thar I don't think like a 
merchant but like a designer. First of all this is 
what 1 was trying to explain: People ask me 
what is your title—commercial director, artistic 
director, but titles don't mean anything. What! 
do is make clothes. 1 am trying to work with 
women and understand them and build my 


them in black tulle. 


О 


SINCE F/W 2004, Elbaz has been 
fixated with pearls by wrapping 
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finely pleated 
number not quite 
vintage, which 
illustrates Elbaz's 
desire to move on 
from vintage 


SOMEONE who 
wanted to bea 
doctor after vacating 
his dream job at 
Saint Laurent: Elbaz 
takesa bow in Taipei 
celebrating what he 
is good at, “making 
clothes." 


whole store around this. If it sells I'm very hap- 
py and most of the time I work on pieces wom- 
en desire. [End of interview.) 


Simple business 

The fashion business is not only fodder for 
bestsellers and gossip columns but is more so a 
business that contributes billions to the world 
economy. Unlike finance and industry, fashion 
is one of the few businesses that hinges on the 
right management of "createurs" and com- 
merce. 

Despite that, in his emotional speech at the 
IHT's Fashion Luxury Conference, Elbaz told 
650 industry titans that included Bernard Ar- 
nault, Sidney Toledano, Rosita Missoni, Dick- 
son Poon, Peter Marino Ferrucio Ferragamo, 
Diego della Valle, Santo Versace, etc.: “Our in- 
dustry is so simple. At the end of the day iti 
woman, a dress, a dressing room and a mi 


As Elbaz himself said in this interview, “It is 
one thing to sell, itis another thing to do.” 


FALL 2003's iconic look of gold 
fame backed on black which made 
itto Lanvin's international ads 
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FROST and 
Speedster TD (left) 
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A Swede in Hollywood 


ANOTHER Swede is making a name Williams and Brian Co. different color combinations and the bestselling and Hollywood fa- 
for itself around the world. Axcentof Axcent watches are designed by trendy designs. They are available at vorite Broadband, again by 
Scandinavia is one of the newest and award-winning designers, mostly prices that wili allow people of what- and the big and bold Sphe 
hippest watch brands to be intro- from Sweden's National College of ever age and nationality to wear signed by Daniel Jakobsson, 
duced in the Philippines. Launched in Arts, Crafts, and Design. The designs . trendserting watches. Axcent of Scandinavia is available 
1996, the watches have done the Hol- are inspired by Sweden's natural Among Axcents most popular at Watch Republic in Glorietta 3, Mar- 
iywood scene, featured in films like beauty and culture, but are adapted . models are the Slip On, designed by ke! Market, Power Plant Mall, 
“1, Robot" and “Catwoman.” to the needs and preferences ofan in- Petra Nygren and inspired by laced- Limketkai Mall Davao, and SM South- 
Celebrities who wear Axcent ternational market. up stilettos; Frost, designed by No mall, Fairview, Pampanga and Batan- 
watches include Kid Rock, Robbie The u xcent watches feature Picnic and has its glass frosted over; gas. 


CERAMIQUE White. 


Techno 
holiday 
timepieces 


WHILE timepieces were.originally used to 
simply tell time, contemporary. wateh.artistry 
and complex functions have undoubtedly ele 
vated watches to al 
Suchis the case w 
mony to founder Frank Dubarry's passion for 
is deep appreciation of marine 


This Christmas, allow TechnoN 

lead you through its choice line of timepieces 
and help you carefully selec the perfect Tech- 
no Christmas gift. 

TechnoMarine is available at TechnoMa- 
tine flagship store Greenbelt 3, Ayala Center, 
Makati, TechnoMarine boutique, Unit 311, 
3/F SM Megamall Bldg. A, Mandaluyong: 
Rafael Jewellery at 2/L, Shangri-La Plaza 
Mall, Edsa cor. Shaw, Mandaluyong or at the 
mezzanine, Makati Shangri-La Hotel, Makati; 
My Diamond, 2/L Glorietta 4, Ayala Center, 
Makati; and Time Plus 75, G/F Greenhills 
Theatre mall; Washington Rockwell, ВАЛ. 
Powerplant Mall, Makati. 


PURE 


Here's a unique way to celebrate Christmas. 
It’s deliciously different. And it's only from Purefoods. 


For inquiries call 632-225513335, 702-5401/53%6 to 5399 or email us at customercare.phc@smg.sanmiguel.comph ( Pi RO) ) 


ADDICT MOBILE PREPAID 


Get bhe whole gang groovin’ 


SIEMENS 3 


Gather the gang, and score some AMP'd up freebies when you grab any of these 
affordable AMP MMS phone kits! Available only at SMART CELLebration. 


Visi the SMART CELLebration booth ар a mall nearest you! 


Per OTENCR Per No. 5554, Series of 2004. e 


Now youre £n. addict 


АИ E 
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OXYGEN ж, 
Facial Mask P 


Gifts of pam 


HAT do you give friends who have 
everything? Those who can afford 
whatever they want ond give the 

most generous gifts? 

"The answer came to me when I tried out 
three treatments at The Spa Greenbelt (tel. 
8401325). The people I'm referring to are usu- 
ally workaholics who earn big bucks but are 
stressed out from all the pressure. They don't 
pamper themselves regularly either because 
they find it unproductive, or they really have no 
time for it. у 

My suggested treatments here are affordable 
and will definitely be appreciated. 


—— kc. Spatreatments 
r Asian foot therapy 
MAKEOVER (peso) Almy walking 

911 ћ їп 4-inch heels that en- 
tire day from meetings 
to Christmas shopping 
had me limping. The 
hour-long treatment 1 
got started with a pan- 
don рей foot 

E К soak/bath with warm 
7 stones under the basin 

Kinny Salas othe my throbbing 

feet. 

„¢ Therapist Allison then exfoliated the dead 
skin from my feet up to my knees and proceed- 
ed with foot reflexology. She worked out all the 
kinks, really went over the areas that caused me 
pain and kneaded it ай away. 

пе ћел it was done, it was as if the whole tor- 

“tured had subjected my feet to never happened. 

lis Oxygen facial (P1,400). As an insomniac 

and mallrat, my facial skin gets the most abuse * 
from pollution and poor circulation, causing a 
dull complexion that makes me look older. 

Facial specialist Gay cleansed, moisturized 
and revived my face with the highest-grade oxy- 
gen products. A special mask was applied to 
penetrate deep into the epidermis to remove 
impurities, leaving the skin looking brighter, 
softer, smoother and more radiant. 

The mask stung a bit, but it was tolerable. 
The oxygen tank was then brought out, and my 
face was sprayed, leaving it feeling more hy- 
drated afterward. 

Herbal massage (P1,300). My masseuse, 
Jinky, started Shiatsu-style by putting pressure 
‘on my torso and limbs. The main feature of this 
massage was several steamed pouches contain- 
ing lime leaves, lemon grass and other That 
herbs, which were pressed along certain points 
ofthe body to provide relief and comfort. 

Its highly recommended for those with 
arthritis, rheumatism and, in my case, someone 
sore from carrying too many packages the 
whole day. 

Used in conjunction with Shiatsu massage, 
this hot compress treatment increases circula- 
tion and energy flow, removes toxins from the 
muscles, reduces water retention and increases 
Joint and spine flexibility. 

This 75-minute procedure was my favorite 
treatment among the three I experienced, with 
the Asian foot therapy a clase second because of 
all che pains Меј chat day. But if were to attend. 
special occasion, | would prioritize the oxygen 
facial about three days before. 

‘The Spa has other branches in Acropolis 
(6342848), Bel-Air (8955858) and Alabang 
(850349076836). 


Healthy promo 
Health Express has an ongoing promo called 
“Bat, Drink and Be Merry” which combines 
three Health Express supplements intoa set and 
gives a 25-percent discount in the total bill, 
The supplements are Garlic Oil to lower 
cholesterol and blood pressure, Silymarin Milk 
Thistle to heal and detoxify the liver from exces- 
sive alcohol consumption, preservatives and 
unhealthy fat, and Ampalaya to control insulin 
production so we burn off the excess sugar from 7 - 
all rhe sweets we indulge in. E > z xot de 


[Gee EES 

Gift of youth а 
Remember my contact from Jeunesse Phar- 

ma who introduced me to the Vitamin K for 

bruises and dark circles? She has new goodies 

for me in the form of Ceramide topical serum 

gels with Vitamins C and A. 
"The gel reduces the appearance of fine lines 

and wrinkles, is easily absorbed into the skin 

and feels silky but non-greasy. The content of : = x 

one capsule is enough to cover the face, neck, 3 ig Sis Md HAUT плеше. 

chest and both hands, "ET К nd IPS eges are P1500 exch 
A friend of mine who just gave birth swears it Ё 5 ens $ 

prevented her from getting stretch marks while. 

pregnant with her 8-pound baby. 
Call 6888062 or e-mail jeunessemanila@ya- 

hoo.coni. 


mail the author at kinnysalas@yahoo.com = ~ zi ? AS ا‎ 


° BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


CITIBANK executives Cecille Fonacier, Michellina Triwardhany, 
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SONY Philippines? May Sanico, Cats Motors' Felix Ang and Andros 
Villaraza, Sony Philippines? Larry Secreto; (seated) Cathay Pacific's 
Lynette Sugay and Rhoda Capuno, and Citibank’s Jenny Lacerna 


FILA marketing manager Marty Albert with Bianca Araneta and 
Pepan Marave, Philippine Formula 3 champion 


WANDA Louwallien, young Carlo Albert and socialite Lilibeth 
Magalona Gomez 


WE LOVE FILA. Chiqui Samson with Ana A.S, Bitong and Colleciones 
New York's Marieliese Saldana Evaristo 
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а Aguas and Jenny Lacerna with Canon's Gelo Martinez and Patrick Cruz 


ITIBANK launched recently its "Most 
Preferred Brands Promotion" at the 
Little Italy of Greenbelt, Pepato, in a 
program superbly hosted by eye-catcher An- 
gel Jacob. 

Ciibanks mega hotshots were in the fun 
launch: fashion plate Nina Aguas, country busi- 
ness manager for global consumer group: cards 
business director Michellina Triwardhany, 
marketing director Cecille Fonacier; and cards 
marketing vice president Jenny Lacerna. 

“This promotion is our way of rewarding the 
cardholders for their loyal support,” said 
Michellina. Being voted as Asia's Most Preferred 
Bank validates the fact — — —————— 
that we at Citibank 
continue to be success- 


WITHOUT 
fulin fulfilling our com- BATTING 
mitment to serve our 
customers.” ЈАМЕ 


The promo gives 
Citibank cardholders a 
chance to make a cer- 
tain amount of pur- 
chases through their 
cards to win top con- 
sumer _ preferred 
brands. The promo 
lasts until Jan. 31, 
2005. 

Congratulating 
Citibank were hot rep- 
resentatives бот 
Asia's other preferred 
consumer brands. 

Prizes at stake? A 
brand new Mercedes Benz C180 Kompressor 
Saloon; a Canon Powershot Prol Digital Cam: 
era with Canon Pixma P6000D photo print 

h of Shell fuel cards; a А 
su Lifebook $6220; a 43-inch Sony Projection 
TV; an Apple iPOD 40G with dock and Apple 
Care protection plan; а Hewlett Packard iPAQ 
3715; trips for two to Hong Kong via Cathay Pa 
cific; a Panasonic Home Theater SC-HT-900: 
and a Samsung E800 mobile phone. 

How can anyone not take a chance in wir 
ning ar зе goodies? I know ГЇЇ give i 
shot. 

A recent Asian survey showed Citibank 
ranking first in the bank/insurance/invest- 
ment service category, and 27th among the 
1,000 most preferred brands in Asia. 


Maurice 
Arcache 


Photos by 
Alex Van Hagen 
onKodak Max 


Spirits of the season 

Cocktails are sooo cool these days, palang- 
gas. And before you could bat an eyelash, 
Manille's bar-hopping and karaoke-loving set 
had the chance to experience firsthand the ex- 
citing, so “in” drink of martinis and cocktails 
at the swinging Red Box Karaoke in Greenbelt 
3, Ayala Center. 

Synonymous with sophistication, allure 
and delicious decadence, cocktails and marti- 
nis hold a hallowed place in social history. 

At Red Box, the buzz was all about the new 
original concoction of premium Scorch Whiskey 
and the intriguing and refreshing Liquid Tao. 
‘The bar also had imaginative cocktails known 
the world over, such as the Flamin Lamborgh 
ni, Kamikaze, Lychee Martini, and the naughty 
but yummy Seduction, which 1 just couldnt re- 
sist so had another round of. 

Red Box Karaoke resident operations 


APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE! The 
fantastic Miriam College HS 
Pep Squad 


LIFESTYLE 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2004 


HEY, LET'S EAT. Citibanle's Vanessa Yu, Quadtron Technologies 
general manager Jason Teh and Fujitsu Philippines product manager 
for desktop and mobile computing Maricar Bernardo 


EYE-CATCHING 


Jacob 


TERRIE Gutierrez of Manual magazine and 
Mina Sunico of Mega dig their mar 


GIVE usa fab night of delightful cocktail 
drinks like the Lychee Martini, Kamikaze, 
Flaming Lamborghini and Seduction. 


FILA FAMILLE. Fila's EVP and general 
manager Cris Albert with Bianca Araneta, 
brand endorser, and Butch Albert, Fila 
president 


program host Angel 


PILIPINAS Shell Corp. vice president for 
retail Sammy de Guzman and Cards. 
marketing manager Ambo Demaisip 


i Consumer preference comes with a prize 


MAKE mine Liquid. 
Tao Martini, Raquel 
Johnson with popular 
young couple Vicky 
Veloso and her. 
husband Robert 
Barrera 


manager, James "Cocktail" Aguilar, gamely 
provided a quick instructional on the basic 
spirits and equipment one would need to 
stock up in one's home bar. He definitely 
charmed all of us with some bottle flipping, 
before finally making sure we tried some of 
the mmm new cool cocktails. 

"Then Philip John Golding, the guest chef, 
educated us on cocktail and food pairings. 
Chef John is the GM chef of the legendary Yats 
International Wine Club, which just happens 
tobe the biggest wine cellar in Asia, dahlings. 

Hey after a great fun informative time, l can't 
wait for another round of martinis and cock- 
tails. 

Need dinner and drinks? No problem. Red 
Box Karaoke has the spirits to keep our spirits 
high, palanggas. 


Fila's new tact. 

Even from a distance | knew exactly where 
Iwas going as looked at the blazing red color 
of the boutique of the world-renowned Fila at 
Robinsons Galleria, palanggas. 

After we were welcomed by Fila's Cris and 
Butch Albert and Ana Bitong, we were treat- 
ed t0 a phenomenal performance from Miri- 
am College HS Pep Squad, which drew the. 
crowds like bees to the honeycomb. 

The new Fila boutique is the latest in a 
string of 20 new stores that are set to open na- 
tionwide by 2005, palanggas. 

"The key to our expansion plans is finding 
the right investment partners for our Fila bou- 
tiques. We are currently entertaining queries 
from strategic partners who would like to 
own a Fila franchise," said Cris Albert, execu- 
tive vice president of Sport Life Inc., the ex- 
elusive Philippine licensee of Fila. 

"Depending on the size of the boutique and 
its potential sales, an investment of at least P2 
million for three years guarantees regular in- 
come earnings at 20 percent annum starting 
at year one. This includes the construction or 
renovation of the boutique, Fila stocks inven- 
tory and administrative and operational ex- 
penses. The investment is returned after three 
years or can be renewed.” 

“Sport Life manages the store, pays for the 
overhead and takes care of the inventory It's a 
simple franchise setup: the strategic partner 
invests money and Sport Life runs the busi- 
ness, You definitely can't go wrong with this 
franchise,” said Albert, 

"Those interested to obtain a Fila franchise 
may call Ruth Ang at 8921471 or 8921477. 

A fashion show had gorgeous Bianca 
Araneta and Pepon Morave, the Philippines" 
leading hot formula driver, showing off the 
latest Fila active lifestyle collection. 
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IT'S ANOTHER INNOVATION ONLY FROM G-PLANS! 
Pay via credit card through text anytime, anywhere! 


| teasers lee MASTERCARD, |) Text to charge your own or your loved ones’ Globe Handyphone bills 
VISA or JCB card 


Send PLANPAY CONDITIONS: 


password» das three 
ih u he back ol ile car а, Afer ће first ransaction, here will be 
amount to 2201 а 48-day validation period to let you ver 
+ entries your ered card salement an 
L You will receive a message (Globe ову icon bill. You can onl 
eb лос! опс during this period, 
vesting you jo confirm your, imum ransccton amount is P700. 
PIXNCONEIRM to 2201 e For your lirst ronsocion iho maximum 


MMDDYYYY> “mother's 
maiden name» to 2201 


. You will receive a four- 
character password 
within 3 minutes or he | AE 
гато wine col 45-day validation period has elapsed. 
d. Changin your registered ge card or 

anging your regi vil 
FORANOTHER (есу Сү]. Send PLANPAY «power ӘӘ 45-day validation perd for he 
SUBSCRIBER'S | EET ast three digi athe back mew registration. 
ви: | э |. Fiho conde comount> в. Each transaction will be charged P2.50. 
ae <11-digit mobile number of 
target subscriber» to 2201 


P2.50 will bo charged for every ronsoction excopl PLANHELP, PLANPWDHELP & PLANCHGHEL? 
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Text by Alex Y. Vergara 
Photos by Jon Unson 


USINESSMAN Bernie Liu, 

CEO of Golden ABC Inc., has 

always likened his company 
to a “house of contradictions.” Yet 
the man behind the successful 
youth wear brand called Pen- 
shoppe was probably just being 
true to his character when he re- 
cently took over the reins of the 
Children’s Hour (CH) in his native 
Cebu. 

Since_relaunching 
CH in Cebu several 
months ago, Liu has 
been tirelessly ap- 
pealing to employees 
within and outside 
his company to do- 
mate part of their 
wages—worth ап 
hour ог more—to 
help the provinces 
poor youth. His pleas. 
didn’t fall on deaf 
ears, as he and presi- 
dential daughter Luli 
Arroyo recently 
presided in the 
turnover of the initial 
batch of donations at 
the Ayala Center Ce- 
bu. 

Liu and the presi- 
dential daughter ac- 
cepted the donations 
from heads of various 
donor companies, 
who represented 
theiremployees. 

Donors ranged 
fom employees of 
big firms and organi- 
zations such as M. 
Lhuillier Jewelers, 
Bank of the Philip- 
pine Islands, MATIM- 
CO, Cebu Chamber of 
Commerce and In- 
dusay and Ayala 
Center Cebu, to 
smaller, homegrown 
Ones such as Colours. 
Foto Shop, Best of 
New York, Janice Mi- 
nor Export Ine., and 
Jelly and Fish. There 
were also individual 
donors, like Arroyo. 

Before Liu took 
over, his predeces- 
sors led bj Bob 
Gothong, vice chair 
of WG&A, were able 
to raise P1.2 million. 
The challenge, he 
says, is to raise at 
least double the 
amount. 

A typical donation 
is an hour's worth of 
wage, but organizers 
aren't stopping peo- 
ple from donating 
more. Certain firms 
such as Golden ABC j anl 
even match the kpwa 
amount pooled by [p келали 
their employees 525 
Such а gesture acts 
both as an incentive 
for their workers and 
as a challenge to 
company executives. 
So as not to break the 
momentum, people 
at Penshoppe decid- 
ed to submit their do- 
mation at a much lat- 
erdate. 

"Its easy to target 
business organiza- 
tions for donations, 
but there's such a 
thing as donor fa- 
tigue,” says Ши. 
“What makes Chil 
dren's Hour unique 
and more appealing 
isits attempt to reach 
out to the grass 
roots.” 

Donations аге 
channeled to the CH 
national office in 
Manila before theyre 
allocated to different 
regions. Rural areas 
usually get more 
than what they gave, 
says Liu, as most 
donors from Metro 
Manila arent that 
particular as to 
where their dona- 
tions end up. 

The CH national 


2[F Rustan's Makati • www.cartier.com 
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Bernie Liu of Penshoppe puts 
his house of fashion—and 
contradictions—behind the 
Children’s Hour cause 


For fedback, emali а ifestyle@inqurercom.ph 


Textus your feedbacks 
inquirer tfe nmefcyfmessage to 
O (Gabe) o 283 rar, 


BERNIE Liu, CEO of Golden ABC Inc. and chair of Children's Hour in Cebu, with 
presidential daughter Luli Arroyo and the Club Pen 2005 models during turnover of 
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THE SHU Uemura 2005 Chic & 
Rouge Collection centers. 
around achieving the festive 
look in a quick, effervescent 
мау. The collection helps. 
women loak and feel the opu- 
lence of the season with sim- 
ple but rich colors and tex- 
turas. Hence very wearable 
eye shadow duos in metallic 
gold and yellow and metallic 
gold and pink pear; Sweet Lip 
Glosses in amber gold and 
Jasmine gold; and Rouge 4 lip 
colors in red silk and pink 
pearly gold shades. These 
items are available at the Shu 
Uemura counters in Rustan's 
Makati and Rustan's Shangri- 
La Plaza Mall. The Chic & 
Rouge Xmas Collection is 
available now until supplies 
last. 


-minute premium presents 


BULGARI presents its Fall/Winter collection of men's accessories: keyholders, belt, men's . 
handkerchief, silk ties, and men's watches. The collection boasts of an array of silk jacquard 
and cashmere ties. Each of the new models carries the name of the main street in а selection of 
cities where a Bulgari store is present— Via. Condotti, Via della Spiga, Avenue Montaigne, La 
Croisette, New Bond Street, Fifth Avenue, and Rodeo Drive. The collection comes in navy blue, 
red, yellow and burgundy with a blend of gold, china, anthracite and cream. Available at the Bul- 
gari stores in 6750, Ayala Center and Greenbelt 4, Makati. 


EASTWOOD City's Style Centrale offers chic clothes and 
accessories. Featured shops are Girishoppa, 152 Шу, Hot DIAMONDS to die for. Limited-editior/mumbered Swatch Skin with 
Kisses, Tangerine, Venetta, Kaila, Bubbly Fashion, ECO, 21 diamonds... available only in selected stores 

Vintage, Playroom and Purple Candy, Bonne Nuit and Bare- 

skin, Style Centrale s located along Orchard Road, near 
City Walk sapere "ү 


(7 Precious Stones Certificate 
set with 21 genuine diamonds 


Holiday hair and makeup trends 


KA PRIVE П, the partnership be- 
tween proprietor David Choa and 
beauty and styling guru Geoff 
Simpson, is launching its very 
own Style Book for Holiday 2004. 
Tes the first-ever guide to hair and 
makeup styles for Filipino men 
and women. 

The book is the work of a num- 
ber-of Prive П stylists, among 
them: Normie Molina, who has 
spent 18 years of her life as a 
stylist, 16 of those with Salon de 
Manila; Cris Estalilla, а multi- 
awarded stylist and is the only 
Filipino chosen to become part of 
a team of stylists set to open the 
Frank Provost Salon in Dubai; 
and Gretchen Choa, who spent 
nine grueling weeks of training in 
‘Singapore learning the most ad- 
vanced makeup trends. 

Privé II predicts a modern, de- 


constructed take on the now clas- URBAN Edge makes a bold URBAN Edge is a modern, 
sic layered look as the next statement with color and deconstructed take on the now- 
hairstyle rage. This Urban Edge” highlights. Jassic layered look. 
fits city dwellers willing to show 12185 io ў 
their adventurous side. Dramatic eyes can overwhelm, or yummy fruit glosses, Top it all 
Privé Ш also recommends going 50 steer clear of the heavily made- off with a doze of shimmer for 
big and bouncy for day, shifting t0 Чр look. Use a light foundation that fresh, festive look. 
soft curled tresses for night, a style base to showcase soft, supple skin, _ The salon has plans of produc. 
it calls “Ethereal Goddess” Wath The face is clean and glowing, Ingbi-annual editions of the Style 
smoky, lined eyes and glossy lips, dewy not matte. Load up on the Book, with the next one coming 
this ook В perfect for cool, roman. mascara. Go ahead and шу bur- out this summer. The Holiday 
tic December nights. gundyinsteadoftheusualblack. 2004 Style Book is available for 
3 ۹ ‘And what better way to getthe Warm tones are in, so experi- Privé Il Salon and Spa clients at 
EE OE SER holiday vibe than to use colo, ment with plum and green eye the 2/L Westlife Place, 107 West 
3 sus metallics and shimmer to bright. shadow. Leave the lips nude or Avenue, Quezon City. Call 
PRIVÉ И senior stylist Normie Molina flanked by hair models en up those peepers? line contours and fill in with clear 3746846 and 3746847. 
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board is composed of, among others, Jaime 
Zobel de Ayala, Emily Abrera, Jose Cuisia Jt, 
Ramon del Rosario, Bishop Socrates Villegas 
and Alexandra Prieto-Romualdez, PDI presi- 
dent. 


Soft spot 
Zobel de Ayala, CH national chair, couldn't. 
have chosen a more ideal counterpart in Ce- 


a soft spot for charities for needy children. He 
and his wife Alice have always been active in 
social projects, having imbibed the practice 
from his parents. It took him two months to fi- 


nally say yes to head CH. 


VISAYAN LOVE SONG. Matteo Guidecelli and two “bandmates” 
seem poised to serenade a special girl. He wears a blue men's short 
sleeve polo shirt (P799), Denimlab straight loose five-pocket jeans 
with light wash and sand-blast finish (P799) and khaki and moss 
green cuff in leather and twill (P349). 


WINNER BY A MILE, Matteo wears an emerald green men's ringer 
tee (P369), Denimlab regular straight jeans with scrapping and stitch 
detail (P899) and black canvass belt with stripes and ring buckle 
(P249) 


CLOTHES ANDACCESSORES PENSHOPPE 
лако MAKEUP GAR SON 
MODELS VINCECANIZANES ALA PAREDES DAWN BALAGOT AND MATTEO GUIDICELLI 
SHOTONLOCATONINCEBUCITY 
"CHILDREN ALEXIS MARGRET МЕРОМ LAURENCE LUKE RUZ, LAURENCE LOS RUZ JOSE CHAZ 
"TECARRO, JON MICHAEL BACAYO, CHESKA HARE ZAMORA ANOZA SEAN JOSHUA RAMAEZ. 
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Eye-candy 

But turnovers, in keeping with the Pen- 
shoppe spirit, need not be ho-hum affairs. 
Adding some eye candy to the event were 
well-scrubbed Club Pen 2005 models Cogie 
Domingo, Vince Cañizares, Ala Paredes, 
Dawn Balagot and Matteo Guidicelli. The 
gang of five gamely signed autographs, posed 
for pictures and appealed for more on-the- 
spot donations from mall goers. 

Except for Domingo, who had to go back to 
Manila on the same day to attend to show-biz 
commitments, the rest became the subject of 
a fashion shoot the next day featuring some of 
the brand's holiday wear. The models share 
the spotlight with children of Penshoppe em- 
ployees based in the province. 

In Liv's book, you can be wholesome and 
still be fashionable. This belief, among other 
core values such as being creative yet disci- 
plined, performance-oriented yet family-cen- 
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tered, professional yet far from being a work- 
ing stiff, has turned his 18-year-old company 
into a house of contradictions. 

“Its important for me to inculcate these 
values,” he says, “so that years from now the. 
organization will conduct its affairs as its 
founders wanted it to be. We're here to make 
profits, but if in doing so we start to goagainst 


SHARE-A-COTTON. Vince Cafiizares, 


STEPFORD GIRL. Ala Paredes, in a 
printed black and white tube dress 
(P749) and black bead necklace and 
pendant (Р199 a pair), and her young | 
friends soak up the sun at Fuente, 
Озтећа Park. : 


what we believe in, then huwag na lang (we'd 
rather stop)." 

And part of Penshoppe and like-minded 
companies’ investment in the future involves 
the needs of children today. 


E-mail. the author at avergara@inquir- 


aslate blue men's ringer tee (P369), Denimlab 


regular straight basic 5-pocket jeans and whiskers (P949), helps himself to free cotton candy. 


CLASS ACT, Dawn Balagot pauses for the right answer in a white short-sleeved textured blouse wi 


smocking detall and floral combination 


and side zipper (P699), Denimlab bootcut stretch denim pants with angled back pocket (P899), light flue necklace in elastic colored string 


‘with antique silver pendant (P49), ladies’ “I Love You 
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. 


" wristband (P49) and blue multi-pearl earrings with silver plated ribbons (P69). 
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Text us your feedbacte 
inquirer Ме ramo[cty/ message tà 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Never has the yearend 


seen the front 


and opinion pages 


mourning the loss 
of lives day after day, 
muting the sound 


of holiday celebration 


HIS is one Christ- = good eats, private dining places brother Thady are calling the - T 
mas where we LIFE- have popped out in Tagaytay. It place Marina. It's in Mendez The smoothest way 


has Seasons, the popular Crossing, behind Bag of Beans. = 
must exert extra ef- S und 
3 Е TYLED А resto of the Calalangs. Call 09184139670. to a million pesos 
fort to find the joy of the... а оа Hab р 
season simply because 


- зо opening the family home to is at your fingertips. 
death came one after the Thelma diners who'd like to enjoy the == doi 
Sioson San Juan home-cooked dishes of Popos 
cuu шее ы um pa 2 mom Marina—paella, roast beef, RONALD 
Voie poet Шу ginataang ox tongue, chicken liv- 
and opinion pages 1. er pate. The house sits in the San 
mourning the loss of lives cholic and romantic--an invigò- pascuals' vast garden Popo and 


3 rating succession of beats and 
day after day, muting the feelings. When you listen to it, 


sound of holiday celebra- remember it is Edge's romantic 


Lie TA ыды Г NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


news of death near and far and Qut-of-town dining 
even of impending loss since you This long holiday break, pump | PLEASE BE INFORMED THAT 
iow of at least one relatively up your weary mind and soul by | EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 24, 
young person battling cancer in driving out of the city. There are 
Пени ast have seemed like an many ploces to die io, chill one, | 2004, SUN CELLULAR SHALL 
epidemic—no matter how or simply enjoy a change of | BE REDUCING ITS LOCAL E 
ridiculous a cancer epidemic scenery Get a chance to win free cellphone loads and P1 Million! 
may sound. Tn San Pablo, Laguna, Tito and | SUN TO SUN MMS CHARGES BAN TG ANG 
Tes a threatening reminder Patis Tesoro have opened their | FROM P5 TO P2. Enpo | Seno 10398 lor Smart tk Nlex sbsenber or 2390 lor бос and Touch Hoi Бро. 
even to the hip and young. quaint home and garden to din- ious Gua Sex pss ter dolls, ти TCR Fr 205 Sees 20 
What's up with the planets? ers who know only too well what 
Nothing perhaps, it's just the the Tesoro kitchen could whip 
usual cycle. Yet you must steel up, specifically Chef Paul 
your heart and keep your heart Poblador who's married to Nina 
still so that you catch whatever it Tesoro. 
is life is trying to tell you. How do As many know, Chef Paul first 
you cope with the loss, апа how gained a following at Salud 
do you listen to its message? Bistro in Baguio. These days, 
By being quiet and attentive. It ` Chef Paul's cuisine is only a short 
is ironic that the drift of the sea- drive away. This time, instead of 
son is surviving the loss. The hol- Asian-Continental specialties, 
iday mood is not euphoric, it is he’s doing native favorites. 
thoughtful and sober. The day we went there, they 
So how do you cope? No served humba, organic chicken 
choice but to roll with the punch- inasal, ginataang sitaw and kal- 
es, so you can muster enough abasa, among other classics. In 
strength to get back on your feet this new dining place called 
and walk on. In fact,.there is по Cucina Salud, Chef Paul uses or- 
making up fora loss and кіз fool- ganic food. 
hardytothinkthatanexperence ^ Tito and Patis house is a visual 
could be duplicated or a loved feast in itself, with its intricate 
one replaced. antique woodwork, chunks of 
Our friend Alya Honasan which were taken front three old 
even said as much of a dog when houses. It is so Patis—a rich 
herMuffin (her name) dieda few tapestry of architecture, home 
weeks ago. Accept and absorb furnishings and — brica-brac 
the hurt and wear out the pain. culled from a lifetime of thriving 
After all, the heart—along with interests in Filipiniana and cul- 
the rest of the body—gets fa- ture. 
tigued from hurting Diners can even meander to 
Then—seize a new moment the Tesoros' lush garden which 
and live it. The cliche is true, Patis has developed the past 15 
we're just passing by, experienc- years using organic fertilizer. 
ing moments and people along With its black bamboo, fruit trees 
the way, but never really owning and flowers, the garden assumes 
them indefinitely. We can't even a rich character. 
retrace our step—that happens Dining at the Tesoros’ Cucina 
only in the mind. There's only Salud is like eating and lazing 
the forward motion where time around in an old Filipino home, 
is concerned. with the tables set up at quiet 
You can’t go back, but you сап breezy corners. It had been inac- 
move on. Muster the faith to see cessible to the public until now, 
only the fullness of the moment, with Cucina Salud's opening. 
not its emptiness. Don't dwell on ^ Whilein the house, you can al- 
that empty space. so shop for artworks by Quezon 
Christmas, therefore, is seiz- artists or the print collection of 
ing the moment and living it as if former Dutch Ambassador Theo 
it were a blessing, because itis. Arnold, who settled down in 
Let your every moment be an an- Quezon. We found Carlito Orte- 
swered prayer. Merry Christmas! ga's wood sculpture simply irre- 
We have a few friends to sistible and bought a table cen- 
whom Christmas is an answered terpiece that combines wood and 
prayer. PJ and Suyin Enriquez, glass to display flowers and can- 
for instance, are the new parents dles, Ortega's sculptures make a 
ofa beautiful girl named Justine good counterpoint in minimalist 
Francesca; our executive assis- interiors. 
tant Rina Lareza and husband _ Ortega’s studio is one of the 
Sandy have a baby boy, Zechari- culture stops in Quezon which 
ah. We share their joy. the Tesoros and Ado Escudero 
are helping develop. What they 
Love hurts have is а culture-lifestyle map 
Talk about moving on, Studio that offers enough varied attra 
23's and BBC Lounge's Edge Pa- tions to make it worth the drive 
mute has а constructive way of tothe south. 
healing a broken heart. Hes Apart from Cucina Salud, 
compiled the years love hurt(s) theres the Ugu Bigyan pottery 
into a CD. He said thats his way workshop with сай, Jay Her- 
of expressing an otherwise inex- rera's Café Kinabuhayan for Mt. 
pressile fee ing. , Banahaw tellers, and, of ^ 
The result is a classy mix of course, Villa Escudero where 
broken and nu-jazz beats, brasil, Ado Escudero can show friends N ove ] ] 111 
bossanova and other soundsstill around his relatively new vast 
to be played in Manila's clubs; home, with its incredible living 5 1 я Xie 
Edge brought them fresh fom room which is lke a slice of a The only way to enjoy wine this Christmas. 
Paris. football field. It contains his mot- pA, 


The compilation is dubbed ley collections of religious an- Let the season's cheer flow with Novellino wines.Bold, refreshing flavors.” 
Metro Lounge, the Christmas gift tiques and art pieces covering + 


of Metro Magazine to friendsand popular faiths—santos, buddhas, Rich, sparkling textures.The holidays have never tasted so good. 
creative collaborators. It is, by Hindu gods, among others. 

turns, upbeat and rhythmic, in- ^ Since weekenders started the 
strumental and jazzy, melan- habit of hopping out of town for 
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RUCHED cocktail dress with ruffled layered skirt. HALTER jersey dress with glitz accents and rhinestones crisscross 


рани E iccented with flowing tendril stra ack detail 
octane ee: accented with flowing tendril straps back detailing 


E s ` deep 


XPECT to make a grand en- 
Inc ишт one of 

Efren Ocampo's holiday clothes. 
from the SM Boutique Square this sea- 
son. 

Ocampo, long known for his line of 
ready-to-wear evening clothes, has 
prepared a collection that is feminine 
and romantic. Beige—with a rainbow 
gliz effect—is his new black in 
lighter-than-air materials like chiffon 
and jersey, and, of course, luxe lace. 

His collection is inspired by the 

hion of the 1920s and 1930s 

flapper and Chicago— with 
the swinging skirt, low torso and soft 


Тһе”О factor” comes outin one-sid 
ed shoulder dresses, asymmetrical 
hemlines and uneven hemmed skins, 
as well as romantic details like ruffles 
and layering. 
Completing the look of elegance 
and sophistication are a sprinkling of 
rhinestones, a shower of sequins and 
5 5 delicate beadwork The Efren Ocampo V-NECK spaghetti-strap dress with 
V-NECK haltered glitzy dress detailed pas 3 5 
GLAM AND GLITZ. Asymmetrical jersey dress with ruching and layered ааа саата epi. ча at the SM Bot sequin o акы 
etait bs Seven hemîne ez edroza more 


with an attitude 


‘THE: ATTITUDES collection includes clothes in 
classic colors with a tailored, clean look. The soft 
look revolves around lightweight materials like 
cotton and wool. 

The shirt jacket makes a refreshing option to the 
staple business suit. Matched with a light-colored 
dress shirt and tie, it makes for casual office chic. 

Knit shirts and sweaters layered atop a polo also 
serve as another style fix. Tailored knits offer color 
and breathing room. 

For a more casual daytime note, there are light- 
colored knit shirts, striped polos and chinos. They 
can be paired with a jacket. Stylized printed dress 
shirts in full or three-fourth sleeves can be mixed 
with funky belts. 

‘Attitudes is available at SM Department Stores, 
Landmark, Crossings, Ever, Cinderella, and At 
tudes boutiques at Filinvest Mall and Virra Mall 
Greenhills 


ae 
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SUPER STYLE AT WORK. 
Dark blue V-neck knit 

top (P949.75) over pastel. 
blue polo (P679.75) and 


SHE GODFATHER. White long-sleeved polo ma 
(P699.75) with matching necktie (P325), navy blue 

{urinkle-free pants (P895.75) and suspenders 

F 
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HALTER jersey dress with glitz accents and rhinestones crisscross 


RUCHED cocktail dress with ruffied layered skirt 
back detailing 


accented with flowing tendril straps 


Off-the-rack 


lays on the holiday charm 


XPECT to make a grand en- 
E trance when you wear one of 
Efren Ocampo's holiday clothes 
from the SM Boutique Square th 
son. 

Ocampo, long known for his line of 
ready-to-wear evening clothes, has 
prepared a collection that is feminine. 
and romantic. Beige—with a rainbow 
glitz effec—is his new black in 
lighter-than-air materials like chiffon 
and jersey, and, of course, luxe lace. 

His collection is inspired by the 
fashion of the 1920s and 1930s 
think flapper and Chicago— with 
the swinging skirt, low torso and soft 
fabric.” 

“The “О factor” comes out in one-sid- 
ed shoulder dresses, asymmetrical 
hemlines and uneven hemmed skirts, 
as well as romantic details like ruffles 
and layering. 

Completing the look of elegance 
and sophistication are a sprinkling of 
rhinestones, a shower of sequins and 


Best taga 


GLAM AND GLITZ. Asymmetrical jersey dress with ruching and layered 


pleated skirt 


Men wit 


THE GODFATHER. White long-sleeved polo 
(P699.75) with matching necktie (P325), navy blue 
me pants (P895.75) and suspenders 


V-NECK haltered glitzy dress detailed 
with ruched waist and ruffled layered 


skirt 


THE. ATTITUDES collection includes clothes in 
classic colors with a tailored, clean look. The soft 
look revolves around lightweight materials like 
cotton and wool. 

The shirt jacket makes a refreshing option to the 
staple business suit. Matched with a light-colored 
dress shirt and tie, it makes for casual office chic. 

Knit shirts and sweaters layered atop a polo also 
serve as another style fix. Tailored knits offer color 
and breathing room. 

For a more casual daytime note, there are light- 
colored knit shirts, striped polos and chinos. They 
can be paired with a jacket. Stylized printed dress 
shirts in full or three-fourth sleeves can be mixed 
with funky belts 

Attitudes is available at SM Department Stores, 
Landmark, Crossings, Ever, Cinderella, and Arti- 
tudes boutiques at Filinvest Mall and Virra Mall 
Greenhills 


delicate beadwork. The Efren Ocampo 
collection is available at the SM Bou- 
tique Square. 


SUPER STYLE AT WORK. 
Dark blue V-neck knit 
top (P949.75) over pastel, 
blue polo (P679.75) and 


smoke-grey pants 
(P895.75) 


V-NECK spaghetti-strap dress with 
sequin shower on the bodice. Pleated 
uneven hemline gives the dress a more 
feminine appeal. 
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BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN 


BEHOLD! 
SANTA'S ToY 
FACTORY! 


AND Look AT 
THAT MOUNTAIN 


GIFTS BEING LOADED 
INTO THE SLEIGH! 


emal feedback it arts@ingulrercom:ph 


© 
BY JESS ABRERAZ 


SAY, WHY USING ELVES 

Do ALL THE GoT Too 

WORKERS EXPENSIVE. 
Look 0 


oF 


OK NA LAHAT, 


J/ RAIN, RAIN, 
Д со кик 


l/ SEND SOME 
SNOW INSTEPO 
TODAY! 


BYTOM ARMSTRONG 


APPARENTLY MOTHER 

NATURE HAS TROUBLE 

ACCEPTING CONSTRUCTIVE 
CRITICISM. 


У атедкд, 

KAMUKHA N'YO 

FO SI GOLLUM NA 
DALAWA ANG 
KATAUHAN. 


> 
E HINDI FO kasi 
КАМ! SIGURADO 


NAG- 
LOOB NG DAMIT 
N'YONG "ЧАМ. 


OF SUGAEFUUNS, 
WOND 1T BE OVAN IF £ HAO 
VISIONS OF NASCAR. PACERS 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 


око You FeeL THAT Y THERES Not MUCH GIFTS) BUT Чой KNOW WHA? IF'STANO Just So its | 
CHRISTMAS +HiS YEAR| Not MUCH Hoo-HAH, 
AND THERE'S Just THIS 
OVERALL FUNK. 


isn't Quite Like 


SIGNS OF 
THe Times. 


боор +o KNOW FHA+ We 
HAVE OUR. FRIENDSHIP, 
ANO +HAF'S WHAT 4815 
SEASON HAS ALWAYS 
Been Авоџт, RisHt? 


CLEAR: I'M AVAIL- 
ABLE {о Receive 
HoLiDAY PRESENTS 
UN#iL THe END oF . 
THE YEAR. 


NAKAHANDA 
NA PO ANG 
EMERGENCY 
ROOM SA 
HEART CENTER 


PARA SA 
MAGDADAGSAANG 
MGA PASYENTE 
PAGKATAPOS 
NG NOCHE BUENA 


НОВО$СОРЕ 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


MIKROKOSMOS 


ANG LAKAS NG usok NG3 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have unusual, bold ideas. Generally, you can implement them because you are very or- 
ganized. You are also resourceful. Мапу о you have psychic abilities (youre certainly intuitive). You often mas- 
ter special techniques. Others are attracted to you because they sense your love of adventure. In 


tude this year will give you an opportunity to learn something important. 


Birthdate of: Ricky Martin, singer, Howard Hughes, eccentric billionaire; Mary Higgins Clark, writer. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
‘April 19): Parents, 
bosses and authority 


figures surprise you to- 


day. Take nothing for granted. In 


turn, you might surprise others. Ei- 
ther way, expect the unexpected. 
‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You can make 
a wonderful inner leap 
today in terms of your 
beliefs. You might meat 
an unusual teacher or learn some- 
thing about a different culture that 
is meaningful to you. 


GEMINI (May 21 to. 
June 20): Unexpected 
gifts and favors might 


‘come your way today. 


Someone close to you could re- 


семе a bonus or advantage that 
benefits you as well. 
CANCER (June Z1 to 
July 22): You feel bold 
and independent in all 
your relationships with. 
Others, especially the 
‘general public. All your exchanges 
are quite exciting and unusual to- 
ау. 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS FT 
1 Breaklast 


заре 
5 Bock balore 


Obadiah 
э M. Keaton йт 


14 Chilly and wet 


15 High-grade 
сойот 


16 Holding the 
lead 


17 Jai flower? 


18 Thickening 
agent 


19 Strong cravings 
20 Seasonal 


greeting 

23 Get logeher 

24 Enlertaner. 
Calloway 


25 Sean ol "The 


Lord of he 
Rings" 


28 Hindu оворме 
“3t Economist 


Smith g 


35 Brutos 

37 Aloe By Allan E. Parish 

39 Old French Mentor, OH 
coin 

40 Seasonal irade 

43 Gallers box 

44 Risa rapdy 

45 бише parson 

46 Mache ш 

48 Makes up one's 
mind 

50 Cartoonist Tox 

51 Angel dust 
abbr. 

53 Letup 

55 Seasonal 
vistor 

82 Nintendo hero 

63 Fral 

64 Lacquerware 

65 Bakery boxes 

68 Tanoe or Huron 

67 Was ın debi lo 

88 Cheap оноу 

69 "Ren Man, 
Poor Mar 
nter 

70 St Louis squad 


DOWN 
1 Dutch choose 
2 Noroastor 

3 Growl 

^ Briel encounter. 


5 Without delay 

8 Power 

7 Actor Sharil 

8 Hindu atre 

9 stand naton 
опса 1964 

10 Cuban dance: 

1 Verde 
tional Park 

12 Feecbag lesd 

13 ER personnel 

21 Busybodies 

22 Wolls down 

25 Айза cnminal 

26 Malo and 
female 

27 Bo slant, in 
music 

28 in plain view 

30 Pres. Bush or 
Washngion 

32 "Mol Flanders” 
К 

33 Siago 
parioimer 

34 ke some 
perlumos. 

36 "Peanuts" dog 

38 Агава 


41 Dispanty 

42 Опрсаог 

47 Broken-tone 
support 

49 "Calendar Gi? 
singer 

52 Not far oll 

54 Out ol itor 

55 Collee, slangiy 


56 Raw minerais 
57 Tempi attietes 
58 Jacobs fast 
ia 
59 Keokukts siale 
60 Red's 
Keaddehopper 
81 Sneaker brand 
82 Dsordery haw 


KOTSE NG 


icreased soli- 


Be, LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Your daily routine 
at work is interrupted. 
today. it is definitely 

unusual in some way. But these in- 

terruptions are exciting, because 
they broaden your world in some 


HEY? SANTA STAYS 
оог ALL NIGHT AND 


МАКАКА-Вово RAW ANG 
USOK NA IYAN A- 
отоо 
KAYA YoN? 


GAPAN Ba 


Pi ko 
ALAM Yon 
EH 


yvy Wow ana 


BY DANIEL SHELTON’ 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Exciting, un- 


many of you today. Party invita- 


abound! 
it might bea family 


member, or it could be 


someone who visits you unexpect- 
edly. Family gatherings are upbeat 


and exciting as well. 
ideas today: Expect to 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Someone at home 
will surprise you today. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You're full of 
bright, new, unusual 


mest new faces and 


fascinating people. Something dit- 
ferent makes this day a bit unusu- 
al. 


o 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Money 
figs from your fingers 
today with sponta- 
neous purchases and 


‘ooh Hood! WISH TALAGA! 
“WHITE CHRISTMAS? 

Beetavn FOUL. ш-ки? 
ведно 
NG SABONG, 

PAPAYA TAN GL. 


Bakengoat 


in OPERAS 
LS 


саад эуел. 


unexpected expenditures. YOu 
might also earn money in an un- 
usual way. Keep your wits about 
you, because things happen fast 


today. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 

independent toda, You 

iit 


10 Jan. 19): You feel 
bold, adventurous and 


might dress in a difer- 


ent way. You certainly are relating 
to others in a way that is different 
from your usual style. 


PREPARE, SCARLET 


We YING MADPU LANG 
ATTIPID SA ROR fr- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Dealings wath 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


governments and large 
institutions, like pris- 
ons and hospitals, ara a 

source of some surprise for you 

today. A shocking secret might 


come your way a5 well. 
today. This person will 


either do something 


unusual or introduce someone. 
who [s bizarre. Either way, stay on 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): A friend will 
probably Surprise you 


DONT WORRY. 
TAYE! DI KUMPLETO ONG 
NOCHE 


I TIKE NG ISNT ED 
BLENA BS 


\ 


your toes! 


HSNOHdAGNVH — 
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ji Metro 


TETEK AMICO RAHM Gua GA 


. IN MEMORY OF FPJ ah Eeee BY 


“Opens tomorrow 
0 t 


Metro Manila Film Festival (MMFF) re- 
mains one of the most anticipated 
events of the Christmas season. 

This year, the MMFF celebrates its 30th anniversary and 
promises to be even grander than its previous editions. It is 
held under the auspices of the Metropolitan Manila Devel- 
‘opment Authority and is co-produced by the Manila Broad- 
casting Co. 


"es decades after it started, the 


‘Also this year, the MMFF is dedicated 
to the memory of the king of Philippine. 
movies, Fernando Poe Jr. 

Eight movies are in the festival, in- 
cluding four which are all said to be pro- 
duced by Regal Films matriarch Lily 
Monteverde and whose inclusion was 
backed by no less than the Supreme. 
Court. The eight movies will beshown in 
participating theaters nationwide from 
tomorrow, Christmas Day, to Jan. 7. 

The best and brightest filmmakers, 
actors and actresses vie for recognition 
in the Film Festival Awards Night on 
Dec. 29 at the Aliw Theater at the CCP 
Complex 

The MMFF 2004 movie lineup r 
sents some of the best that Philippine. 
cinema has to offer this year: 

Aishite Imasu 1941, Basfilm Produc- 
tions. 

‘This period drama takes place in the 
quiet town of San Nicolas in December 
1941. A young woman, Inya (Judy Ann 
Santos), has just married her childhood 
‘sweetheart, Edilberto (Raymart Santia- 
go). But the arrival of the Japanese 
throws the town into chaos. 

In the midst of the occupation, a high- 
ranking Japanese officer named Ichiru 
Gay Manalo) is drawn to Inya's best 
friend, the cross-dressing Ignacio (Den- 
nis Trillo). 

Edilberto, a guerrilla soldier whom 
Ignacio loves, convinces the cross-dress- 
er to continue pretending to be a girl so 
she could havea relationship with Ichiru 
and pass information about the 
Japanese on to the Filipino rebels. But 
Inyais alarmed that Edilberto would put 
Ignacio in danger, and that her husband 
has been consumed by war and blood- 
lust, 

It also stars Anita Linda, Jaclyn Jose, 
Angelu de Leon, Tony Mabesa, TJ 
Trinidad, Iya Villania, Marco Alcaraz 
and Yasmien Kurdi, and is directed by 
Joel Lamangan. 

Enteng Kabisote (Okay Ka, Fairy 
Ko... The Legend!), Octoarts Films. 

The popular 1980s fantasy TV series 
returns to the big screen as the Kabisote 
family goes back to the magical world of 
fairies and witches. In the battle be- 
tween good and evil, Enteng (Vic Sotto) 
and his fairy wife Faye (Kristine Her- 
mosa) are continuously nagged by the 
imperious fairy queen Ina Magenta (G 
Toengi) 

Also starring Vic's real-life son Oyo 


Don't rain 
on the MMFF 
Parade of Stars’ 


THE METRO Manila Development Authority 
(MMDA) and the Manila Broadcasting Co., 
producers of the Metro Manila Film Festival, is- 
sued a traffic advisory for the “Parade of Stars” 
today, 1-5 p.m., marking the official start of the 
30th Metro Manila Film Festival. 

The "Parade of Stars" will begin at the People 
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Boy Sotto, who also plays his son in the 
movie. Directed by Tony Reyes. 

Lastikman, Viva Productions Inc. 

Lanky Adrian Rosales (Mark Bautista) is 
the unlikely hero of this film adaptation of 
Mars Ravelo's popular comic book charac- 
ter. After being beaten up by a group of il- 
legal loggers, Adrian collapses against a 
rubber tree. The tree's strange fluid that 
heals Adrian's wounds and causes his body 
to become elastic like rubber. 

With his newfound powers, Adrian 
vows to protect the people as the hero 
Lastikman. 

Also starring Sarah Geronimo, Cherie 
Gil, John Estrada, Danilo Barrios, Eliza- 
beth Oropesa, Joel Torre, Tuesday Vargas, 
Bearwin Melly and Mark Gil. Directed by 
Mac Alejandre. 

Mano Po 3 (My Love), MAQ Produc- 


3 tionsinc. 


Best friends Lilia, Paul and Michael 
were student activists in the late 7705. 
Michael, Lilia's fiance, was captured by 
government men, forcing his family to 
give up their properties and businesses for 
his freedom. The family migrates to the 
US, leaving Lilia, who eventually marries 
Paul 

Fast-forward to the present: Lilia (Vilma 
Santos) is now an anti-crime crusader 
helping Chinoy hulidap victims. A person 
she once helped sends her on a trip abroad 
to thank her, and it is here that she meets 
Michael (Christopher de Leon) again. He 
follows her to the Philippines, scandaliz- 
ing her children. Soon, Lilia's fidelity to 
her husband and clan is questioned. 

Also starring Jay Manalo (again), Eddie 
Garcia, Boots Anson Roa, Jean Garcia, 
Karylle, Angel Locsin, Patrick Garcia, Den- 
nis Trillo, Angelica Panganiban, John Prats 
and Carlo Aquino. Directed by Lamangan 
again. 

Panaghoy sa Suba, CM Films Inc. 

The film, told mainly in Cebuano, takes 
place in a remote village in Central 
Visayas, also during the Japanese Occupa- 
tion. Duroy (Cesar Montano) is attracted 
to Iset (Juliana Palermo) who, on account 
of her materialistic parents, draws suitors 
who might lift her out of poverty. 

One suitor is her American employer, 
Smith; the other is Fumio Okohara (Jackie 
Woo), a Japanese officer who leads the Oc- 
cupation troops in that area. Duroy joins a 
band of guerrillas and becomes their lead- 
er 

Iset, appalled by the brutality of the 
Japanese, also joins the guerrillas. She is 
tasked to help her comrades lay a trap for 
the Japanese and rescue villagers from a 
river prison. 

Also starring Ronnie Lazaro, Daria 
Ramirez, Reiven Bolado, Rebecca Luste- 
rio, Caridad Sanchez, Joel Torre, Rommel 
Montano, Ramon Villanueva and Suzette 
Ranillo. Directed by Cesar Montano, who 
isalso the producer. 

Sigaw, Megavision Films. 

A battered wife and her jealous hus- 
band draw the concern and curiosity of 
their neighbor “Marvin (Richard Gutier- 
rez), who keeps hearing strange noises 
down the hall where the couple lives. As 
Marvin investigates, he uncovers a secret 
that changes his life and that of his girl- 
friend Pinky (Angel Locsin). 

A series of hauntings follows Marvin 
and Pinky wherever they go, even after 
Marvin moves out of the apartment. Final- 
ly, he decides to confront the problem. 

Also starring Jomari Yilana, Iza Calza- 
do, James Blanco, Janella Denise Guevar- 
ra and Ronnie Lazaro. Directed by Yam 
Laranas. 

So Happy Together, Regal Entertain- 
ment Inc. 

The dramatic comedy centers on the 
lives of two best friends looking for love: 
Lianne (Kris Aquino), a fast-talking busi- 
nesswoman who can sell anyone anything, 
and Osmond (Eric Quizon), a gay copy- 
writer who dreams of writing a best-sell- 
ing novel. 

Osmond is attracted to handsome, 
working-class men who treat him like an 
ATM. Lianne, on the other hand, finally 
meets the man of her dreams, marries and 
has two daughters. But her husband leaves. 
her eventually. 

The Lamangan-directed movie sees the 


CESAR MONTANO: 


two best friends go through life, love and 
troubles from the time they are in their 20s 


п Edsa and head north to Ж 
Power Monument оп Eds: ead ISHITE 


It will turn right on R Tuazon to Ali Mall, and 


cross Edsa again to Quezon Avenue, It turns left 
on Araneta Avenue, goes to Magsaysay Avenue in 
Sta. Mesa and proceeds to Quirino Avenue and 
onto Roxas Boulevard. 

‘The parade then enters the ССР Complex and. 
ends on Sotto Street in front of Aliw Theater at 
Star City at the CCP Complex. 

Vehicular traffic at intersections covered by the 
parade route may be temporarily delayed to give. 
way to the parade floats. 

Aside from the parade, there will be Fans’ 
Days, a Star Bazaar, an auction of show biz mem- 
orabilia, and а two-day Rock with the Stars street 
concert on Sotto Street in front of Aliw Theater, 


Also starring Jay-R, Nova Villa, Gloria 
Diaz, Cogie Domingo, Carlo Maceda, Mark 
Herras, Jennylyn Mercado, Yasmien Kurdi, 
Rainler Castilio and Paolo Paraiso. 

Spirit of the Glass , Canary Films. 

‘An aborted trip to Boracay forces Kelly 
and her friends to spend the Lenten break 
in her ancestral house in the province. 
There, Kelly's younger brother Aries and 
his friend TJ play Spirit of the Glass 
against the warnings of the old caretaker. 
They awaken a spirit who begs for help. 
The group tries to banish the spirit, to no 
avail, and the spirit haunts them. 


Finally, a medium tells Kelly to rerurn to 
the old house, confront the spirit and help 
it so it will return to its rest. 

Starring Rica Peralejo, Marvin Agustin, 
Alessandra de Rossi, Dingdong Dantes, 
Paola Contis, Drew Arellano, Ana Capri 
and Ciara Sotto. Directed by Jose Javier 
Reyes. 

This year's film festival is sponsored by 
Smart, Tanduay, Hope, Colt 45, Kodak, 
"Talk 'n' Text, Petron, Palmolive Naturals, 
Tuseran Syrup, Alaxan Gel and the Philip- 
pine Charity Sweepstakes Office. 
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Mowelfund MMFF subsidy... ........ 


thank them profusely. If they don't, 
2005 will be an even bleaker year for 
our suffering movie workers and their 
families. 

Everybody's help is needed in 
this campaign. 1f you agree that 
our movie workers should be 
helped by industry leaders who 
profess to love and care for them, 
lot your voice be heard in the me- 
dia. And call Mowelfund and the 
industry's decision makers to ex- 
press your support and find out 
what more you can do. Our movie 
workers thank you! 


Movies on TV 
ON HBO, Dec. 24 at 8a. 
“Hysteric: 


Mirror Has Two faces.” 
p.m., “The Lord of the Rings: 
The Two Towers." 

On Cinemax, Dec. 24 at 8 
am., ‘Jason and the Arg- 
onauts.” 10:35 p.m. "The 
Life of David Gale." 


Merry Christmas! 
HAVE a happy, holy Christ- 
mas, one and all! Let's thank 
God for all of the gifts he's be- 
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Blindness." 
Jucless" 4:43 pm, "The. 


stowed on us, especially the gift of His 
‘own Son, thechild Jesus, who tonight 
‘opens his tiny arms to take all of us in- 
to his loving embrace of innocence 
and peace. 
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Schwarzeneggers accused of lying about sale of moldy mansion 


` LOS ANGELES--California's Shriver covered up the damage Pacific Palisades, which she such information in a complete nomics of the sale or defeated 
` action star governor, Arnold to the estate's pool and tennis bought from them in September. and forthright manner,” the suit it entirely," the lawyer's suit 
Schwarzenegger, has been court and also hid a mould The suit, filed before the LA claimed. added. 
sued by a lawyer who claims problem in the house's film Superior Court earlier this “Instead the Schwarzeneg- Loggans, who accuses the 
the muscle man lied screening room, the month, alleges that the first cou- gers made vague and incom- "Terminator" actor-turned- 
about the state of a lawsuit alleged ple failed to disclose significant plete references to serious politician and his wife Shriver 
moldy mansion he sold SHow Lawyer Susan ‘Log- “construction defects" before the and hidden defects on the ofthree counts of fraud, did not 
her for nearly $8 mil. STOppER 8275 claims that the ul- Sept. 28 sale. property for the purpose of specify an amount for dam- 
lion. trarich Schwarzeneg- “Despite the fact that the disguising the realand serious ages. 
“True Мез" star gers minimized the Schwarzeneggers had actual defects they knew existed, the Instead, she is instead seeking 
Schwarzenegger and damage to the house in knowledge of the property de- disclosure of which would ei- a court order referring the dis- 
his Kennedy heiress wife Maria the ritzy Los Angeles district of SCHWARZENEGGER fects, they chose not to provide ther have changed the eco- puteto an arbitrator. AFP 


IS HER SON A CHILD OF ‘GENIUS OF SOUL 


Ray Charles ex-mistress grilled over sex history 


105 ANGELES—An ex-mistress of Ray 
Charles agreed Tuesday to be grilled by 
lawyers over her sexual history in a bid to es- 
tablish whether her 17-year-old son is really 
the late soul legend's child 

Unemployed Mary Anne den Bok, howev- 
êr told a court Tuesday that she regretted 
asking for a 20-fold increase in child sup- 
port payments from Charles’ estate to at 
least $60,000 a month from $3,000 previ- 
ously. 

‘The questioning under oath comes after 
Mary Anne den Bok sued Charles estate in Au- 
gust in a bid to boost child support payments for 
her son Corey by 20-fold to keep him in the style 
to which he was accustomed. 

She had claimed that the $3,000 monthly 
stipend that the executor of Charles estate, 
Joe Adams, began paying when the singer 
died was "vastly inadequate and insuffi- 
cient" to pay Corey's expenses. 

Den Bok agreed in Los Angeles Superior 
Court on Tuesday to answer intimate ques- 
tions on Jan. 4 at the offices of lawyers for 
Charles’ estate, which had asked Judge 


Thomas Stoever to compel her to testify. 

The estates executor is questioning 
whether Charles actually fathered Corey 
even though the boy is listed in his will asa 
son. 

The “Genius of Soul" Charles died of liver 
disease on June 10 at the age of 73. 

Den Bok told the court she felt “humiliat- 
ed" by previous questioning on the subject 
of her sex life and said she had had second 
thoughts about making a request for a 20- 
fold increase in child support. 

“1 sincerely regret, in my initial petition, 
that I made the exorbitant request [for rais- 
ing child support]) that 1 did,” Den Bok 
said. 

“My sexual history, for the past 21 years, 
has been that I had no sexual relations with 
anyone other than [Charles],” she added. 

In her August petition, Den Bok asked for 
2 minimum of $60,000 2 month to support 
her son and return to him “the lifestyle he 
enjoyed" before Charles’ final illness. 

‘According to Den Bok, Charles’ estate is 
worth about $100 million and is expected to 


have a net annual income from royalties 
and publishing rights of about $25 million 
this year and again in 2005. 

Den Bok alleged that the boy was entitled 
to “a lifestyle commensurate with 
[Charles] tremendous wealth, continuing 
enormous income and privileged station in 
life." 

In her petition, Den Bok also alleges that 
an attorney for Adams, who was Charles" 
longtime manager, "falsely and wrongfully 
claim[ed]) that an issue exists in this litiga- 
tion concerning ... paternity.” 

A further court hearing in the case has 
been set for Jan. 10. 

Since his death, Charles has enjoyed re- 
newed popularity with his final album of 
duets, “Genius Loves Company,” going plat- 
inum and picking up a total of 10 Grammy 
nominations earlier this month. 

His life has been immortalized in Taylor 
Hackford's film “Ray” for which actor Jamie 
Foxx is strongly tipped to win a best actor 
Oscar nomination when they are an- 
nounced next month. AFP 


RAY CHARLES. His 

former mistress wants 
$60,000 monthly child 
Support, from $3,000. 


First war drama on Iraq war to star Harrison Ford 


LOS ANGELES—Producers at Universal will be adapted by West and his son, 


"Raiders of the Lost Ark” 


Pictures are developing what would be. 
Hollywood's first feature film about the 
war in Iraq, with actor Harrison Ford 
ready to portray a US general in the 
movie, the studio said on Friday. 

The combat drama would be based 
on the upcoming book "No True Glory,” 
an account of the battle for Falluja by 
Bing West, a Marine veteran and former 
US assistant defense secretary now cov- 
ering the war as a foreign correspon- 
dent, a studio spokesman said. 

А Universal-based production com- 
pany, Double Features, recently op- 


Owen, a veteran Marine rifleman. The 
book is due out in May. 

Although Ford, 62, is "attached" to 
the project—Hollywood parlance for a 
loose commitment to star in the film if it 
gets made—he is.not under contract, 
the studio said. 

‘And Universal has only given the go- 
ahead for development of a screenplay. 
No money has been earmarked for pro- 
duction yet. 

Ford's best known roles include 
the swaggering "Star Wars" space 
hero Han Solo and the rugged ad- 


In "No True Glory" he would play 
Maj. Gen. James Mattis, the US Marine 
commander ordered to lead an assault. 
on the Iraqi city of Falluja, an insurgent 
stronghold west of Baghdad, after four 
Americans contractors were killed and 
mutilated there by a mob in March 
2004. 

The offensive was halted the follow- 
ing month, and the Marines were with- 
drawn until US forces renewed their as- 
sault on the Sunni Muslim city follow- 
ing the American presidential election 
in November. 


the film, the movie is envisioned as a 
broader look at the conflict in Falluja as 
a study of the connections between war 
and politics as seen through the eyes of 
the troops, their commanders and civil- 
ian leaders, said Universal. 

The Michael Moore documentary 
“Fahrenheit 9/11,” which focused on 
US conduct of the war in Iraq, was a 
major box-office success, but "True Glo- 
ry” would be the first feature drama 
about the war. Several Iraq war projects. 
are being developed for TV including a 
pilot series from “NYPD Blue" co-cre- 
ator Steven Bochco titled "Over There" 


HARRISON Ford in tale of battle for Falluja tioned movie rights to the book, which venturer Indiana Jones in the 


‘Disney on Ice’ opens tomorrow 


CELEBRATE Christmas with Disney's Enter the enchanted forest with Box A Premium), P580 (Upper Вох 
@) National Treasure seven princesses in this years "Disney Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. А), P320 (Upper Box B) and P105 
оп Ice” at the Araneta Coliseum start- Journey to ancient China with (General Admission) are available at 
@a ing tomorrow, Christmas Day. Mushu to help brave Mulan fulfill her all SM Ticketnet outlets and at the 
lexander For its 23rd edition, “Disney on destiny. Araneta Box-Office. 
Ice" has created ics largest, most in- Make magic with Flora to help save _ "Disney on Ice presents Princess 
@ Pa-Siyam tricate setting—a three-story, Sleeping Beauty. Classics” is presented by Gateway 
breathtaking castle that Rejoice as Belle's love Mall and Globe Gizmo Prepaid. It is 
twists, turns and transforms SHOW turns The Beast into a fine- sponsored by Petron Treats, AIG 
to bring seven royal Disney “T looking prince in “Beauty Credit Cards, The Richmonde Hotel 
fairy tales to life. IME andthe Beast.” as the show's official residence, 
Disney's most memorable Gobacktothe 18thcentu- Walt Disney Home Entertainment, 
princesses—Cinderella, Jas- ry to witness how a hand- Manila Bulletin, Philippine Journal- 
mine, Ariel, Sleeping Beauty, Belle, some prince fell in love with the beau- ists Inc., Asian Business Cable Hold- 
Mulan and Snow White—appear to- tiful Cinderella. ings Ine, (AVCH), Phone-A-Car, 
gether ina live production forthe first “Disney on ice presents Princess ABS-CBN, Studio 23, MYX and 
timein Manila. Classics" will also have performances Lifestyle, with dwRR, 99.5RT, Magic 
Dive into an undersea party with оп Dec. 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30 and 89.9, 103.5 K-Lite, Jam 88.3, and 
Arielle and Prince Eric in “The Little Jan. 1,2and 3. Wave 89.1. 
Mermaid." Escape on а magic carpet Tickets for P1,215 (VIP), P1,000 For ticket inquiries, call 911-5555; 
VYVYVVVVVVVVVVNSVNYVVVYVYVVVVVYVYVYVYVYV ride with Jasmine and Aladdin. (Patron/Lower Box), P790 (Upper groupsales, 911-3101 local 8293. 


While Ford would play a lead role in forthe РХ сае channel. Reuters 


ДАЛАААААЛАДАЛАЛАЛАААААЛАДАДАДАААЛАДАААЉА 


All-Digital гекта 
Сіпетаѕ 5 е Polar Express 


Guaranteed Seats Cinemas: P90.00 


Cinemas! Cinemas! © Honey 
The Фи», is in the finds |(6) George and the Dragon 


Developed and nanasa by Ayala Land mc. 


@ Harold and Kumar 


Movies are subject to change without prior notice. 
Customer Service Hotline: 886-7516 


‘Movie tickets forsale the 
Ground Floor Fiesta Market and” ` 
Customer Service Booth. 


ДАЛАЛАЉАЛАДАААЉАДАДАДАЛАДАААААДАДАДАДЛАДА 


events! events! 


December 20, 2004, 7:00 PM 
The San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra 
& The San Miguel Master Chorale 
with Ryan Cayabyab 


STARS' CHOICE 
Singing champions 
(from left) Rachelle 
Ann Go, Christian. 
Bautista and Mark 
Bautista are among 
the celebrities who 
prefer Skechers, 
Endorsed by pop star 
Christina Aguillera, 
Skechers footwear is 
isavailable all over the 
country. Skechers 
Time is offered in ай 
Fusion Concept shops 
and at SM 


#SAN MIGUEL 


Ft DA TION TOR ITH 


PERFORMING ARIS 
MERRY! MERRY! CAROLING 
December 21, 2004 


Children's Joy Foundation 
3pm Activity Center « 5pm & 7pm Central Plaza 


СЫ 
#SAN MIGUEL 


PIU HARMONIC ORCHESTRA 


December 22, 2004 

Kaibigan Vocal Ensemble. Department Store 
3pm Activity Center • 5pm & 7pm Central Plaza branches in Megamall, 
O, Manila, Makati, 


December 23, 2004 Southmall, Pampanga, 
#SAN MIGUEL Philippine Symphonic Band Harrison Plaza, Sta. 
MASTER CHORALF 


3pm Activity Center • Spm & 7pm Central Plaza Mesa, North Edsa, and 
AAA Ahh hha hhh bh ДА hhh hh ih hh hh ih SANA 


Dasmariñas. 
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